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INCREASED CAPACITY FOR DEVELOPMENT

France to provide 200m Euros as development aid to Myanmar

FRANCE will provide a 200
million Euro grant to Myanmar
as part of the plan to increase its
development aid to the country,
according to French Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International
Development Mr Jean-Marc Ay-
rault.

The French foreign minis-
ter spoke of the plan at a press
conference following his meet-
ing with Union Foreign Minister
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday.

The French minister ex-
plained how the French Develop-
ment Agency (AFD) wasengaged
in the country’s development
projects in areas of urbanisation,
energy, health and social welfare.
He stressed that his country had
doubled its development aid to
Myanmar.

Mr Ayrault expressed his
willingness to create new levels
of economic and cultural cooper-
ation between the two countries,
saying that his country had plans
to expand the Joseph Kessel
School, the Ingtitut Francais in
Y angon.

More and more French com-
panies are flocking to Myanmar
to make investments, the French
foreign minister said, showing SUp-  gtate Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi welcomes French Minister Mr Jean-Marc Ayrault. Proro: Aung Sine Oo
port for the country’ s commitment
to promotion of democracy and reiterated improved relations political and economic develop- France respects Myanmar'sinsti- France's help with Myanmar’s

human rights under the supervison  between Myanmar and France ment of the country. tution and recognises the army’s  peace and reconciliation process-

of UnionMinister for Foreign Af- and showed interest in French In response to queries raised  role in political reform and elec-  es during the meeting with Daw

fairs Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. culture. She also thanked France at the press conference, French tion processes. Aung San Suu Kyi.—Myanmar
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi for its assistance to the cultural, Foreign Minister Mr Ayrault said Mr Ayrault also pledged News Agency

France to finance Myanmar
electricity needs
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A '!' i = | FRANCE will finance US$ 1 mil- U Htein Lwin, 34 per cent of the
- i | :"d ! | lionfor theconducting of afeasibil- country’s population consumes
it * ! -ft" 1| ity study on a hydropower project  electricity. “We are working hard
iyt T in the town of Laymyo, Rakhine to ensure that the whole country
State, according to the Ministry of  has access to eectricity in 2030,”
Electricity and Energy. he said, adding that the Shweli-3
Union Minister for Electrici- hydropower project in northern
ty and Energy U Pe Zin Tun met Shan State with the capacity to
French Minister of Foreign Affairs  generate 1,050 megawatts of elec-
and Internationa Development tricity is 10 per cent complete. “The
Mr Jean-Marc Ayrault yesterday project is being undertaken on our
to discuss ways to meet the coun-  own budget but we have financial
try’s power demand, including the constraints. If we can get financial
congtruction of the 690-megawatt  assistance from France, the project
hydropower project. According to can easily be accomplished,” he
Shweli-3 Hydropower Project. PHoto: SuppLIED BY ELECTRIC POWER DEPARTMENT the ministry’ s Permanent Secretary  said—Myanmar News Agency
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker meets

-

Mon State lawmakers
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win Myint talking to Mon MPs. PrHoto: MNA

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint called on lawmakers
to follow and respect Hluttaw
laws and rules and regulations
and existing laws in a meeting
with parliamentarians at the Mon
State Hluttaw yesterday.

In his address, the Speaker
stressed the need to ensure no
legislative interference in the
executive and judiciary branches
and called for honesty in the ex-
ercise of their duties and powers.

Next, the Speaker heard
reports on parliamentary func-
tions by Mon State Speaker Daw
Tin Tin Ei and made conclud-
ing remarks. — Myanmar News
Agency
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KOICA donates school ferry
buses to Education Ministry

THE Korea International Cooper-
ation Agency (KOICA) donated
40 school buses to the Ministry
of Education with a view to fer-
ry students to and from schools in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

A handover ceremony took
place No (6) Basic Education
School in Zabuthiri Township,
Nay Pyi Taw, and was attended
by Union Minister for Education
Dr Myo Thein Gyi, Ambassador
of the Republic of Korea to My-
anmar Mr. Yoo Jae Kyung and
officials.

It was the first phase of the
KOICA'’s school ferry bus dona-
tion programme in which more
donations are planned to provide
school ferry buses to regions and
states following the success of the
first phase, according to an official
from KOICA Myanmar.

According to the KOICA,
training will be given to drivers of
the school ferry buses and repairs
will be provided under the three-
year programme.

Repairs needed at the end
of the project will be provided in

cooperation with a Yangon-based
Korean Company, said the offi-
cial. The school ferry buses with
a seating capacity of 29 will be put
into service for three schools in
Nay Pyi Taw’s Zabuthiri Town-
ship commencing 23 June.

School Head U Myint Thein
said that a ferry service for the
students of No (6) B.E.H.S will
be operated on three routes with
three school buses, adding that
more buses will run depending on
the numbers of students. — Min
Min Zaw (MNA)

School buses donated by KOICA being seen. PHoto:Min Min Zaw (MNA)
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Vice Senior General Soe Win
holds talks with French Army
Chief at Eurosatory 2016

Vice-Senior General Soe Win seen together with General Jean-Pierre
Bosser French General. PHoto: MNA

DEPUTY Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice Senior General
Soe Win held talks with Gen-
eral Jean-Pierre Bosser, Chief
of Staff of the French Army,
at ‘Eurosatory 2016°, inter-
national land and air-land de-
fense and security exhibition,
in France on Wednesday. The
two representatives discussed
matters relating to strengthen-
ing bilateral ties between the
two armed forces and the po-
tential for cooperation.
Following visits to the
booths of the French Ministry
of Defence, the Vice-Senior
General attended a luncheon

hosted by the Chief of Staff of
the French Army together with
military chiefs of NATO.

In the afternoon, the Dep-
uty Commander-in-Chief ob-
served booths of companies
and visited the Eiffel Tower.
The Vice Senior General and
party left France on Thursday.
They were seen off at Charles
de Gaulle Airport by Myanmar
Ambassador to France U Han
Tun and officials.

The Myanmar military
delegation was welcomed
back at Yangon International
Airport by the commander of
Yangon Command and senior
military officers. — Myanmar
News Agency

Only 5 per cent of farmers interested
in snake insurance

ONLY five per cent of farmers
are interested in snake insurance
across the whole country, ac-
cording to U Soe Thein , General
Manager of AYA Myanmar in-
surance bank.

They are not interested in
snake insurance because they are
not aware of the benefits of the

insurance. Currently, AYA bank
is conducting awareness training
regarding insurance in the villag-
es and as a result, farmers have
come in groups to buy snake in-
surance premium packages, he
added.

When we are promoting
awareness of snake insurance,

we also talk about how to seek
bank loans. The snake insurance
policy costs the farmers K500
per year. The compensation for a
snake bite is K15,000 per day for
30 days in hospital at the most.
Most of the farmers from Ay-
awady region buy premium snake
insurance. —Chan Chan

New recreational fields
earmarked for Yangon

A TOTAL of nine recreation-
al fields will be constructed
during this 2016-17 fiscal year
within townships that fall under
the jurisdiction of the Yangon
City Development Committee
(YCDC), said Yangon Mayor
U Maung Maung Soe.

The statement was made
in response to a query raised
by U Yan Aung, Yangon Re-
gion Hluttaw MP for Minga-
la Taungnyunt Constituency
2, over the implementation of
parks and recreational fields
within Yangon during a session
of Yangon Region Hluttaw on
Tuesday.

“The YCDC is carrying out
a project to build public parks
and recreational fields every fis-
cal year. A plan is also in place
to create at least one park with-
in each of the 33 townships, to-

gether with a recreational field
for each ward, which fall within
the municipal boundaries.” said
U Maung Maung Soe.

The nine recreational fields
to be constructed during the
current fiscal year have been
earmarked for the following
townships: North Okkalapa (2),
Thigangyun (1), Dagon Myo-
thit (South) (1), Dagon Seikkan
(1), Thakayta (1), Hlaingthaya
(1), Shwepyitha (2).

“There is a problem in
Yangon of private buildings
being constructed on public
parks,” said U Yan Aung.

By 2016, the YCDC had
reportedly implemented a to-
tal of 63 parks and 112 rec-

reational fields within 33
townships which fall under its
jurisdiction.— Myitmakha
News Agency



18 June 2016

French Minister pays courtesy
calls on President U Htin Kyaw

and top officials

MR. Jean-Marc Ayrault, Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Development of France,
held separate talks with President
U Htin Kyaw, State Counsellor
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Speaker Mahn
Win Khaing Than, Command-
er-in-Chief of Defense Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and Union Ministers U Pe Zin
Tun in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the call with Un-
ion Minister for Foreign Affairs
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi the two
representatives discussed matters
related to human rights protection
and promotion, ongoing capaci-
ty building programmes funded
by France, development plans
including urban planning, fur-
ther cooperation between the two
countries and development assis-
tance to Myanmar.

Next, the two ministers held
a press conference and answered
media questions.

Then, the French minister
paid a courtesy call on President
U Htin Kyaw at the Presiden-
tial Palace where they held talks
on enhanced connectivity for
the peoples of the two nations,
France’s further assistance aimed
at helping Myanmar realise its
socio-economic development, co-
operation in education and culture
sectors, progress in the country’s
democratic transition and human
rights promotion, preparatory
works on Union Peace Confer-
ence-21st Century Panglong and

implementation of measures to
ensure peace and stability and de-
velopment in Rakhine State.

In the afternoon, the visiting
French minister and Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win
Khaing Than held talks on fur-
ther bilateral relations in a hall
of Amyotha HIluttaw Building in
Nay Pyi Taw.

Next, he met with Union
Minister for Electricity and En-
ergy U Pe Zin Tun and promised
US$ 1 million for a hydropower
feasibility study for generation
of 690 megawatts of electricity in
Laymyoth, Rakhine State.

During his visit to Myanmar,
the French minister also held talks
with  Commander-in-Chief  of
Defense Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

During the call the pair held
discussions on the provision of
EUR 200 million for Myanmar’s
development, France’s continued
support for the peace process in
Myanmar, further relations and
cooperation between the two
armed forces, exchange of good-
will visits and study tours, mili-
tary training and technology and
measures being taken in Rakhine
State for peace and stability.

In the evening, the French
minister left for Yangon where he
will meet with the Yangon Region
Chief Minister and representatives
from civil society organisations
and visit U Thant’s House, the
Secretariat and Shwedagon Pago-
da.—Myanmar News Agency

Mr Jean-Marc Ayrault, Former PM
and Longest serving MP and FM
currently as of France

Mr Jean-Marc Ayrault.

Born on 25 January, 1950, Mr
Jean-Marc Ayrault obtained a sec-
ondary school teaching diploma
and a bachelor’s degree, majoring
in German. Formerly, he was a
teacher of German. He has been a
member of Polit Buro of the So-
cialst Party since 1979. He became
the chairman of Socialist Group in
the National Assembly between
1997 and 2012.

Concerning his elective po-
sitions, he was a member of the
Loire-Atlantique County Assem-
bly from 1976 to 1987. He served

as Mayor of Saint-Herblain
(Loire-Atlantique County) from
1977 to 2012, as Chairman of
the Nantes Urban Area District
from 1992 to 2012, and was an
MP from 1986 to 2012 and from
2014 to 2016. He also served as
the Prime Minister from May
2012 to March 2014. Since 11
February, 2016, Mr Jean-Marc
Ayrault has been serving as the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Development. He is
married, with two children.

He is noted for his support
for presidential contender Mr
Francois Hollande in the latter’s
election. While he was serving
as the premier, Mr Jean-Marc
Ayrault directed his effort to na-
tional development. During his
time in office, he led his cabinet
to reduce the retirement age from
62 to 60, to handle properly the
labour issues, to revise the min-
imum wage for workers, to cut
the ministers’ salaries by 30 per
cent, to increase education sti-
pend for low-income families
and to promote free health care
etc.—GNLM
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German Minister holds talks with President
U Htin Kyaw, Union Minister Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

] By

President U Htin Kyaw welcomes German Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development Dr Gerd
Miiller. PHoto: MNA

GERMAN Minister for Economic
Cooperation and Development Dr
Gerd Muller held separate talks
with President U Htin Kyaw and
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in Nay Pyi
Taw yesterday.

In the meeting with the Union
Foreign Affairs Minister the two
representatives held discussions
regarding bilateral cooperation in
development matters, the estab-
lishment of vocational training

centres and organic agriculture de-
velopment in Myanmar as well as
the promotion of bilateral trade and
continued support for the ongoing
peace process by Germany and the
European Union.

Next, the visiting German
minister paid a courtesy call on
President U Htin Kyaw, holding
talks on economic cooperation
and private sector development, fi-
nancial and technical assistance to
development of Myanmar’s small

and medium enterprises, the shar-
ing of modern farming practices
and the establishment of agricul-
tural processing plants as well as
the successful realisation of the 21"
Century Panglong Conference and
measures to be taken for peace and
stability in Rakhine State. During
his calls with the President and the
Union Foreign Affairs Minister
the minister invited both of them
to pay goodwill visit to Germany.
—Myanmar News Agency

German Federal Minister of Economic
Cooperation and Development Dr Gerd Muller

%.. &

Dr Gerd Muller.

Born on 25 August, 1955, in
Krumbach, Schwaben, Dr Gerd
Muller obtained a diploma in
Economics Pedagogue. He also
holds a master’s degree in busi-

ness education. His political ca-
reer started as a member of Par-
liament from 1989 to 1994 when
he was directly elected as a dele-
gate of the Kempten, oberallgau
and Lindau constituency, and be-
came a member of the committee
for foreign and defense policy as
well as the spokesperson on Eu-
rope, foreign, and development
policy for the CSU group.

In 2005-2013, Dr Gerd Mul-
ler rose to Secretary of State at
the Federal Ministry of Road,
Agriculture and Consumer Pro-
tection, and since 17 Decem-
ber of 2013, he has become the

Federal Minister of Economic
Cooperation and Development.
As military engagement, he was
assigned in Somalia from 2009 to
2015; in Darfur region in Sudan
from 2010 to 2015; in South Su-
dan from 2012 to 2015; in Mali
from 2013 to 2016; in Central Af-
rica Republic in 2014; and in Li-
beria in 2015 to perform special
duties of United Nations Peace-
keeping. Dr Muller is known for
his encouragement of increased
agricultural loan and promotion
of export of agricultural products.
Dr Gerd Miller is married with
two children.—GNLM
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Tourists flock to Mandalay

Tourists are being seen to observe U Bein Bridge. Proto: 200

MANDALAY, one of largest
cities in Myanmar, has seen an
increased number of internation-
al visitors within the past five
months, according to the Minis-
try of Hotels and Tourism.

Between January and May
this year, nearly 160,000 tourists
entered the city, an increase of
22 per cent over the same period
last year, said an official from
the region’s department of ho-
tels and tourism.

The majority of travelers
are from China, followed by

Thailand, the U.S and UK, tour
operators say.

The country has provided
aviation services to its clients
through 11 domestic airlines
plus 28 international airlines.

Located 35 km south of
Mandalay in TadaU is one of
only three international airports
in the country. Visitors can di-
rectly enter the city through
international airlines. That is
why number of tourists have
increased year on year, it is re-
ported.

Mandalay was the last royal
capital of Myanmar. It is locat-
ed 716 km north of Yangon on
the east bank of the Ayeyawady
River. According to the latest
census, the city has a population
of just over 1.2 million.

The city hosted 242,566
globetrotters in 2014 .They
mostly visited significant places
such as Myanansankyaw Gold-
en Palace, Mandalay Hill, Maha
Myatmuni Pagoda, U Bein
Bridge, the Golden Temple and
Ahtumashi Monastery. —200
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MYF aims to win prizes
at 29" SEA Games

THE Myanmar Yachting Feder-
ation aims to win the prizes in
the coming 29th SEA Games
to be held in Malaysia, said
the vice chairman of Myanmar
Yachting Federation (MYF) re-
cently.

Myanmar athletes have
won prizes in almost all regional
games but did not win any med-
als in the SEA Games of Singa-
pore. It was reported that they
are determined to win prizes at
the 29th SEA Games in 2017.

‘Myanmar’s current rating
is declining. Traditionally, My-
anmar athletes win prizes in al-

most all games. However, they
didn’t win any medals in the
previous SEA Games. All the
people who love yachting sport
should support us so that we can
get our place back again,” said
U Myo Tin.

“The 6th MYF President’s
Cup and Olympic Day move-
ment Regatta 2016, organised
by Myanmar Yachting Federa-
tion, is being held at the Yan-
gon Sailing Club. The tourna-
ment will run four days till 19 of
June, it began on 11 June with 5
teams from 70 yachters compet-
ing in this competition. —200

Taung Bwe Bridge sinks four feet

A BRIDGE in Padaung
Township sank four feet on
Wednesday due to erosion
of river bed caused by strong
currents. The bridge is made
of concrete. The bridge is on
Padaung Taug-Up motor road
near mile post 15/2.

Crossing of the bridge will
be temporally suspended dur-
ing the renovation period. The
department of roads/bridges
in Pan Taung Township, Bago
Region has begun renovating
the bridge, it has been learned.
—200

Crime

Man arrested for attempted
murder in Salingyi

A MAN has been charged with
the attempted murder of his
friend in Ngwe Thar village,
Salingyi Township, on Tues-
day, according to the police.
According to an investi-
gation one Ko Win Tun from
Chaung Oo township quarreled
with Ko Myint Khine while
they were working together as

daily-wage workers on an ag-
ricultural farm. Ko Win Tun
became belligerent and stabbed
the victim.

The victim was seriously
injured and was taken for med-
ical treatment to Monywa Gen-
eral Hospital. The police have
filed charges against Ko Win
Tun.—U Nge (Salingyi)

Fire breaks out in Yankin

A FIRE broke out on railway
station road in ward 11, Yankin
township, Yangon East District
on Thursday.

According to an investiga-
tion the fire began when a work-
er at the house dropped a lit cig-

arette near paper.

The blaze was put out by
fireman with the help of local
residents within 20 minutes of
their arrival. The police station
has taken action against the
owner of the house. —598

Firemen are managing to put the blaze under control. PHoto: 598

Petrol bowser overturned in Nay Pyi Taw

A petrol bowser seen being overturned in Nay Pyi Taw . PHoTo: Myo ZAvAR (PYINMANA)

A 22-wheel vehicle over-
turned near Nga Lait Chaung
bridge, Bawga Thiri highway, Py-
inmana township, Nay Pyi Taw on
16 June.

The vehicle carrying 6,400

gallons of petrol en route to Tatkon
from Alar driven by Zaw Min Latt,
32, with Sit Thura Win Myint,
22, on hoard got off the road and
overturned when the vehicle tried
to avoid a motorbike. After the

accident, the police from Pyinma-
na township rushed to the scene
and cleared the traffic and spilled
petrol. The police opened a case
and took action against the careless
driver— Myo Zayar (Pyinmana)

Heroin seized

in Sagaing

A COMBINED team comprising officers
and staff from Sagaing region seized heroin
weighing 213 grams and 1,170 pills from a
motorcycle driver identified as San Tun at
the gate of Katha- Inndaw road on Thursday.
Police have filed charges against San Tun
under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law.— Myanmar Police Force
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New Condominium Law encourages
more foreign direct investment

IT has been reported there has been
an increased number of foreign in-
vestment directly as the result of
the newly revised condominium
law. As the new condominium
law allows foreigners to purchase
condo units, it is made business in
Myanmar more convenient for in-
ternational investors as home and
office rental rates rooms have in-
creased.

“Foreigners, rather than rent-
ing detached properties in Yan-
gon, are renting more apartments
and condominiums which are of-
fer less cheaper rental price,” said
U Aung Soe, managing director of
Htet Aung Shine real estate.

The property rental market
in Yangon’s downtown town-
ship of Kyauktada, Latha, Pazun-
duang, Lanmadaw, Pabedan and
Botahtaung has seen increased
business, with rental prices de-
pendant upon location.

“Most foreigners rent condos
for around 2000 USD which in-
cludes school, hospital and securi-
ty services. “The new condomin-
ium law can attract more foreign
investment” said Ma Chan Mya
Thu, managing director of real
estate enterprise YPF Agent. Ac-
cording to those involved in My-
anmar’s real estate market, busi-
nesses from other Asian countries
such as Korea, Malaysia, Indone-
sia, Japan and China have invested
in the countries real estate mar-
ket—Myitmakha News Angency
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Pearl Condominiun in Yangon. PHoto: Nvi Zaw Moe

Japanese auto parts scarce in local market

HIGH model Japanese auto parts
have become scarce in local auto
parts stores as of early June,
rendering buyers and auto parts
stores owners difficulties, it is
reported.

The prices of these high
model Japan auto part accesso-
ries have risen as a result of their
scarcity.

Auto part accessories are
being imported either through
the Myawady-Maesot channel
or directly from Japan. Thailand
and Malaysia are also currently
facing a scarcity of auto part ac-
cessories.

As a result of this, supply
has decreased and the price has
risen when there is a mismatch

between supply and demand, it
has been reported by Tamwe auto
parts dealers.

The decline in the availabil-
ity of auto part accessories is at-
tributed to fewer users of the cars
in certain South East Asian coun-
tries and also in Japan resulting
in less production of the needed
parts.—200

Old currency can be changed until March 2017

THE Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) will extend its money
swap of dirty and torn notes up to
the end of March 2017, accord-
ing to an announcement from
the Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM).

This year, exchanging of
old, dirty and torn notes begun on
1 April and is to be extended up
until 31 March 2017. The CBM
has made a continuous effort

since 2009 to reduce the amount
of old currency circulating. The
exchange period has been ex-
tended with an aim to eliminate
all decrepit monies.

The CBM has been exchang-
ing those old, dirty and torn notes
with the new ones from Myan-
ma Economic Banks in Yangon
Region once a month. It has also
been conducting with branches
from townships other than Yan-

gon when transporting money to
bank branches.

The CBM has already di-
rected the private banks to open
counters for exchanging outdated
money from customers.

With a view to eliminating
all old notes, the exchange pro-
ject started on 3 August 20009.
This program is available at the
CBM and state-owned Myanmar
Economic Banks.—200

American entrepreneurs
to invest in automobile
manufacturing sector

THE United States Chamber
of Commerce said that Amer-
ican entrepreneurs will invest
in Myanmar car manufacturing
sector next year, with an aim of
developing this sector in Myan-
mar.

Those American entrepre-
neurs will make long-term in-
vestments in Myanmar because
Myanmar is said to have vehi-
cle requirements. The unnamed
entrepreneurs see the Myanmar

car market as quite lucrative.

About four car entrepre-
neurs will initially invest in
Myanmar by setting up the car
factories. The businesspeople
will start to seek investment
approval this year. A joint com-
mittee will be conducted with
locals operating in the automo-
tive sector after the approval is
set.

They will start to sell cars
in 2018.—200

MAI plans to increase

flights

Myanma Airways International
(MAI) is planning to increase
Myanmar-Singapore-Myan-
mar destinations from 10 to 14
flights per week when the visa
exemption begins, between
Singapore and Myanmar, re-
vealed MAI’s assistant general
manager, Daw Aye Mra Tha.

Visa exemption between
Singapore and Myanmar will
come beginning from 1 De-
cember allowing citizens from
both countries to stay 30 days.
As a result, traveling to Sin-
gapore is expected to rise and
so, MAI plans to increase the
flights, as well as other air-
lines.

There are seven airlines
running to Singapore from
Myanmar, including two Sin-

gaporean airlines — Singapore
Airlines and Silk Air. These
two airlines are running 17
Yangon-Singapore flights per
week and three Mandalay-Sin-
gapore flights per week, with
a total of 20 flights within a
week.

These two lines also ex-
tend their flights depending on
the number of passengers, said
Ma Kyi Phyu Thant, a passen-
ger sales assistant from Singa-
pore Airlines.

Other ASEAN countries
have mutual visa exemptions
with Myanmar; Singapore of-
fers more days to stay com-
pared to other ASEAN coun-
tries. Malaysia is the only
country that has not signed a
visa free arrangement.—200

Social Welfare ministry
provides Ks100,000 to
victims of natural disasters

THE Ministry of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement
(MoSWRR) has  provided
Ks100,000 (US$840) to fam-
ilies of those killed in recent
natural disasters.

Floods hit townships in
Sagaing and Ayeyawady re-
gions and Rakhine State due
to the torrential rains that have
been inundating the country
since the end of May.

The MoSWRR has pro-
vided emergency assistance to
those flood stricken areas.

11 June flood in Rakhine
killed five; the total of those

killed is at 12 across the coun-
try within three days, according
to the MOSWRR.

Myanmar is faced with
heavy rains, hail and thunder-
storms. Floods hit Kawlin,
Pinlebu, Wuntho townships in
Sagaing Region and Thandwe
and Taungup in Rakhine State
during early monsoon.

The MoSWRR is provid-
ing local people who are suf-
fering from the floods, offer-
ing up rice, condensed milk,
relief goods and construction
materials to build shelters.
—200
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Japan court upholds
injunction to halt reactors in
blow to nuclear power industry

TOKYO — A Japanese
court on Friday upheld an
order to keep two reactors
at the Takahama nuclear
plant closed, operator
Kansai Electric Power
said, leaving efforts to get a
struggling nuclear industry
up and running in limbo.

The court decision,
upholding a petition from
residents living near the
plant concerned about
safety, keeps the legal bat-
tle centre stage in a strug-
gle by Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s government
to restore atomic power
five years after the Fukush-
ima disaster.

The Otsu District
Court on 9 March ordered
Kansai Electric, Japan’s
second-biggest utility, to
shut down the reactors in
Fukui prefecture west of

Tokyo, in the country’s
first injunction to halt an
operating nuclear plant.

The nuclear industry
has only recently started to
get reactors in a nuclear
sector, which used to sup-
ply about a third of the
country’s power, back on-
line amid widespread pub-
lic opposition after the melt
downs at Fukushima in
2011.

Friday’s decision de-
nied the utility’s attempt to
temporarily halt the shut-
down order. Kansai has
separately requested that
the court revoke the injunc-
tion, and a decision on that
is expected to come some-
time soon, possibly by
July.

“It is very regrettable
that the petition for stay of
execution was not ap-

proved,” Kansai Electric
said in a statement, adding
that it hoped that the court
would cancel the injunc-
tion soon.

Should Kansai Elec-
tric lose this legal fight, it
will be left with the option
of appealing to a higher
court. That could mean
months, or possibly a year,
of delays and extra pur-
chases of oil, gas or coal to
replace nuclear power gen-
eration.

Japanese lower courts
sometimes hand down con-
tentious verdicts that are
then overturned by higher
courts, where judges tend
to be more attuned to polit-
ical implications, judicial
experts say.

Amid mounting public
scepticism over nuclear
safety, local residents have

GﬁEOBALNEW L?GHTOF MY ANMAR

P ’

18 June 2016

T N L" 8

An aerial view shows No. 4 (front L), No. 3 (front R), No. 2 (rear L) and No. 1 reactor buildings
at Kansai Electric Power Co.’s Takahama nuclear power plant in Takahama town, Fukui
prefecture, in this photo taken by Kyodo on 27 November 2014. Proto: ReuTERS

lodged injunctions against
nuclear plants across Ja-
pan.

Japan has 42 operable
reactors but Kyushu Elec-
tric Power is the only utili-
ty that has been generating
nuclear power after it was
cleared to restart two reac-

tors in southwestern Japan.
In this case, legal action by
residents failed to prevent
the restarts of those reac-
tors. A Kansai Electric
spokesman said the losses
from the shutdown of the
two Takahama reactors
amounted to 10 billion yen

($96 million) per month
because of higher fossil
fuel consumption and other
factors. Shares in Kansai
Electric were little changed
after the news and were
trading up 1.9 per cent at
968.5 yen by 0332 GMT.
—Reuters
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Wreckage of missing CASA aircraft
recovered in northern Viet Nam

HANOI — Wreckage of a
CASA aircraft of Viet Nam
with nine people aboard
which lost contact on Thurs-
day while carrying out res-
cue mission in waters off
northern Viet Nam has been
recovered on Friday.

The wreckage, includ-

ing debris of tire, seat, bag
and personal belongings,
among others, has been re-
trieved around Bach Long
Vi water area in Viet Nam’s
northern Hai Phong city
(some 90 km east of capital
Hanoi), the country’s Minis-
try of Defence said on its

website on Friday.

Competent authorities
have confirmed that these
items are from the missing
CASA aircraft, which was
carrying out searching mis-
sion for the SU-30 fighter jet
which went missing Tues-
day morning.

Vietnamese coastguard CASA 212 aircraft No. 8983 is seen while landing at Noi Bai
airport in Hanoi, Viet Nam in 2014. PHoto: ReuTeERS

The CASA aircraft
lost contact when it was
flying over Bach Long Vi
water area, according to
Viet Nam’s National Com-
mittee for Search and Res-
cue.

Earlier on Tuesday
morning, a Russian-made
SU-30 fighter jet of Viet
Nam air forces with two pi-
lots aboard disappeared
from radar screen while
carrying out a training mis-
sion offshore Viet Nam’s
central Nghe An province,
some 260 km south of cap-
ital Hanoi.

One of the SU-30’s
two pilots was rescued by
local fishermen on
Wednesday while the other
pilot remains missing.—
Xinhua

In Manila, police welcome arrival of president Duterte

MANILA — For Manila’s
struggling police, the 30
June inauguration of Philip-
pines President-elect Rodri-
go Duterte cannot come
soon enough.

Duterte, known as
“Duterte Harry” for his
tough stand on crime, swept
to election victory last
month on a single policy
campaign - wiping out crime
in six months by killing
criminals, improving polic-
ing and increasing pay in the

forces. That was welcome
news to police in the Philip-
pine capital who say they are
so under-funded that they
often have to buy their own
bullets and get lifts to mur-
der scenes in funeral service
cars because they have no
vehicles of their own.
Dhondie Bayaban, in-
spector of the Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP), said the
police had recently received
a base pay rise to 14,000 pe-
sos ($300) a month but wel-

comed Duterte’s pledge of
further salary increases.

“It’s not that low, but
not enough either to sustain
a family,” the 41-year-old
told Reuters.

As the police struggle
for funds, reported crimes in
the Philippines have more
than doubled over the last
five years to 675,816 last
year, according to national
police data.

About half of those are
deemed serious, but police

say the rise can be attributed
to increased reporting of of-
fences. Reported rape cases
have jumped 120 per cent
over the same five-year peri-
od, while drug-fuelled crime
is also on the rise. In 2012,
the United Nations said the
Philippines had the highest
rate of methamphetamine
use in East Asia, with the US
State Department adding
that 2.1 per cent of Filipinos
aged 16 to 64 were using the
drug.—Reuters
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Indian court sentences
11 to life in jail over
2002 communal riots

of Gujarat

NEW DELHI — An Indian spe-
cial court sentenced 11 people to
life in jail on Friday for their role
in a notorious massacre during the
2002 communal riots in the west-
ern state of Gujarat.

The court also handed down
10-year jail term to one person
and seven years to 12 others who
were convicted for lesser offences
in the massacre at Gulbarg Socie-
ty, a highrise apartment building.

During the sentencing, the
special judge in the city of Ah-
medabad also termed the Gulbarg
Society massacre as the darkest
day in the history of civic society.

Some 69 people, mostly
Muslims, including former Con-
gress lawmaker Ehsan Jafri, had
died in the Gulbarg Society mas-
sacre after Hindu mobs attacked
and set the building on fire in Feb-
ruary 2002.

Last week, the spcial court
had convicted 24 out of the 66 ac-
cused in the case. While 36 people
were acquitted for lack of evi-
dence against them, five had died
during trial and one is missing.

The court had, during course
of the trial, however, rejected the
charge of criminal conspiracy
against all the 66 accused, which
would have entailed death penalty
for the convicts.

The slain Congress lawmak-
er’s wife Zakia said that she was
not satisfied with the verdict that
convicted only 11 people for mur-
der.

“All of them should have
been punished because | know
what they did. They must get the
punishment as they killed people
and destroyed their families. | saw
them doing it with my own eyes,”
she said.
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The ancestral home of Zakia Jafti, whose late husband, a lawmaker for the Congress party, was hacked to
death by a Hindu mob in riots, is seen at the Gulbarg Society, a Muslim owned residential area, in
Ahmedabad, India, in 2015. PHoto: REUTERS

In fact, Gulbarg Society was
one of several massacres during
the communal riots in which over
1,000 people, mostly Muslims,
were killed by Hindu mobs.

The riots were sparked by a

fire on a train — Sabarmati Ex-
press — in which 60 Hindu pil-
grims were charred to death at
Godhra station in Gujarat.

Critics of Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who was the

then chief minister of the state, ac-
cuse him of not acting during the
riots.

However, Modi has denied
any wrongdoing during the riots.
—Xinhua

Japan, Russia to hold talks on peace treaty next week in Tokyo

TOKYO — Senior Japanese
and Russian officials will hold
talks next Wednesday in Tokyo
on a postwar peace treaty, which
the two countries have not signed
due to a territorial row over Rus-
sian-held, Japanese-claimed is-
lands, Japanese Foreign Minister
Fumio Kishida said on Friday.
The meeting will be the sec-
ond of its kind, after one in Mos-
cow last October, and follows an
agreement between Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and

Russian President Vladimir Putin
in May to adopt a “new ap-
proach” in resolving the peace
treaty issue.

“I hope for forward-looking
and fruitful discussions” at the
upcoming talks between Chika-
hito Harada, the Japanese gov-
ernment representative and am-
bassador  in  charge  of
Japan-Russia relations, and Rus-
sian Deputy Foreign Minister
Igor Morgulov, Kishida said.

Japan seeks to resolve the is-

sue of the ownership of the isles,
called the Northern Territories in
Japan and the Southern Kurils in
Russia, before concluding a
peace treaty with Russia. But it is
at odds with Moscow, which says
it took the islets legitimately as
the result of World War 1.

The officials’ meeting is
also expected to lay the ground-
work for a proposed Abe-Putin
meeting in Vladivostok in Sep-
tember.

Sergey Naryshkin, Putin’s

close aide who is currently visit-
ing Tokyo, said the invitation to
an economic forum in Vladiv-
ostok was again conveyed to Abe
when they met Thursday.

Naryshkin, chairman of the
State Duma — the lower house
of Russia’s parliament — also
said at a meeting organised by a
private group that Putin is ex-
pected to visit Japan by the end
of this year.

Putin’s  visit, tentatively
scheduled for 2014, was post-

poned after Moscow annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula re-
gion in March 2014, souring rela-
tions with Western countries and
Japan.“The next leaders’ meeting
in Vladivostok and the presi-
dent’s official visit to Japan will
be important events” to develop
bilateral relations, Naryshkin
said, adding that fostering mutual
trustwould be “an important fac-
tor for the stability and security
of the Asia-Pacific region as a
whole.”—Kyodo News

Japan extends MSDF antipiracy mission
off East Africa by one year

TOKYO — The Japanese govern-
ment decided on Friday to extend
the  Maritime  Self-Defence
Force’s antipiracy mission in wa-
ters off Somalia for another year,
according to government officials.

The contingent protecting
merchant ships in the Gulf of
Aden off Somalia’s eastern coast
— consisting of two destroyers,
two P-3C patrol planes and about
600 personnel — will remain un-
changed.

At one stage, more than 200
incidents involving pirates were
reported in the waterway annual-
ly. Despite the number falling to
zero last year for the first time on
record, the government judged the
MSDF’s presence is still warrant-
ed. The latest one-year extension
is the seventh since the mission
began in 2009.

The current term is due to end
23 July.—Kyodo News
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Japanese Defence Minister Gen Nakatani (C) enters the prime
minister’s office in Tokyo on 17 June 2016. The government decided
the same day to extend the Maritime Self-Defence Force’s antipiracy
mission in waters off Somalia for another year. The current term is
due to end 23 July. PHoTo: Kyopo News

North Korea slams entry of US
nuclear submarine to South Korea

BEIJING — North Korea on
Thursday slammed the entry of a
US Navy nuclear-powered attack
submarine to South Korea as a “di-
rect threat” to its security and
vowed to bolster its “nuclear deter-
rence for self-defence.”

The country’s Foreign Minis-
try, in a statement carried by the
official Korean Central News
Agency, called the deployment of
the Mississippi, which is one of the
most advanced nuclear submarines
in the US Pacific Fleet, “a direct
threat to the security of the DPRK
and peace of the region.”

The DPRK is an acronym for
the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea, North Korea’s official
name. “The US ceaseless introduc-
tion of strategic assets of various
kinds to and around the Korean
Peninsula is rendering the already
unstable situation all the more un-
controllable,” the ministry said.

It said North Korea needs to

bolster its “nuclear deterrence for
self-defence” in every way it can in
the face of the “US ceaseless prov-
ocations for a new war.”

“The line of the Workers’ Par-
ty of Korea on simultaneously
pushing forward economic con-
struction and the building of nucle-
ar force is the most just line for
fundamentally removing the dan-
ger of a nuclear war created by the
US and ensuring peace and securi-
ty in the region and the rest of the
world by dint of the powerful nu-
clear deterrence,” it said. The
7,800-ton, Virginia-class Missis-
sippi, which is equipped with both
torpedoes and Tomahawk cruise
missiles, entered the South Korean
port of Pusan on Monday. The
Pearl Harbour-based fast-attack
submarine, commissioned in 2012,
was shifted from the Atlantic in
November 2014 as part of the Oba-
ma administration’s rebalance to
the Pacific—Kyodo News
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T is undeniable that only a
few institutions are very
successful in accomplishing
their  restructuring efforts
when it comes to transforma-
tion. The failure is often due to
lack of a constant, holistic and
effective approach to transfor-
mation. At a time when rapid
reform has become a phenome-
non of the 21st century, institu-
tions that swim against the tide
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The touchstone of our intellect

Great people of all time are
found not only willing to trans-
form themselves first but also
capable of aligning themselves
to the direction of restructur-
ing. They are well aware of the
simple fact that reform starts
at the top. In addition, they un-
derstand that people matter
most in making transformation
happen. Accordingly, they de-
liver core messages through

and inspirationally in a bid to
persuade the people into con-
tributing to reform.

People are bound to hold
different views and trade
blame, especially in the dynam-
ics of political reform. It is al-
ways easy to find fault with oth-
ers. The hardest part is to
discover mistakes in ourselves.
We should all be convinced
that what puts our country

own neglect of obligation
to promote national integra-
tion.

Therefore, how united we
can stand for reform can be re-
garded as the touchstone of our
intellect. The time is ripe
enough for us to make a differ-
ence this time. There is always
a first time for everything. If
we fail to come together to
drive reform, we will have no-

will not last.

multiple channels

regularly

in poverty is none but our

body but ourselves to blame.

ForeignInvestment: Howimportant
Is it for economic growth?

Tin Shein

IRST and foremost, | want to
Fmake it clear that this is a

very highly technical subject
that only economists can deal with
competently and knowledgeably.
As a matter of fact, | am walking
on the ground where angels are
afraid to tread, so to say. Thus as |
am not myself an economist, | am
going to approach this important
subject from the perspective of a
lay man.

It is generally acknowledged
in the circle of economists that for-
eign investment is a key factor in
driving economic development,
especially in developing countries.
There is no need to overemphasize
the importance of foreign invest-
ment for its contribution to the eco-
nomic development of all coun-
tries,  especially  developing
countries where financial resources
for capital investment are in short
supply. Most of their economies
are based on agriculture, forest and
mineral products that can’t gener-
ate enough foreign exchange in-
come that is badly needed to meet
the costs of imports of consumer
products for the people and ma-
chinery and equipment for manu-
facturing industries. The number
of manufacturing companies, both
local and foreign, now operating in
Myanmar, is still few, as compared
with other trading, construction,
and services companies.

Of course, there is no denying
that foreign investment in any form
can bring much benefit to the coun-
try in terms of more job opportuni-
ties, employment for the people
thereby cutting down on unem-
ployment in the ountry. Also man-

ufacturing industries that produce
consumer products which are not
available locally can be of much
benefit to us. Of course, they can
generate much-needed economic
development. That is why all de-
veloping countries are clamoring
for foreign investment.

They are vying with one an-
other to attract foreign investors to
invest in their respective countries.
In this context, even economically
advanced countries are no excep-
tion. So it will not be very wrong to
say that foreign investment is a
“must have” for developing coun-
tries like ours, because there are
certain industries, such as manu-
facturing, mining, oil and gas ex-
ploration, etc. which need an infu-
sion of massive amounts of funds
in foreign exchange beyond the fi-
nancial capacity of local entrepre-
neurs. But it is important that for-
eign  investments must be
prioritized in terms of the types of
industries, which have the poten-
tial to effectively contribute to the
development of our economy.
Manufacturing industry must be
put on the top of the priority list for
foreign investment. Why? Because
it is the manufacturing industry
that plays a key role in producing
consumer goods and capital goods,
both for domestic consumption
and export to other countries.
Manufacturing industry alone can
help us create an export-driven
economy, because it is by exports
of manufactured goods that our
country can earn enough foreign
exchange with which to buy con-
sumer goods for our people as well
as capital equipment that we our-
selves can’t produce at home. So
emphasis must be placed on the
development of industry as a criti-

cal factor in lifting our country out
of the vicious circle of poverty and
economic stagnation, into which
we have been dragged through
mismanagement of the rich natural
resources, underground and above
ground, over decades. Now look at
the present economically advanced
countries, both in the East and in
the West; we shall see that they all
have well developed modern in-
dustrial bases.

It won’t be very wrong to say
that there are certain exceptions.
They are small and resource-poor
countries, but highly developed,
their people enjoying the same
high standards of living as those of
the large developed countries.
They are Switzerland, Denmark in
EU and Singapore in South-east
Asia. They lack the key building
blocks of industry—iron and
coal—without which heavy indus-
try will be very difficult, if not im-
possible, to establish. Then the
question is: why are they so devel-
oped industrially and technologi-
cally? The answer is not far to
seek. They possess highly devel-
oped technical and financial skills.
Swiss wrist watches are matchless
in the world while Singapore is
one of the largest financial centers
in South-east Asia, pouring huge
amounts of investment capital into
ASEAN countries, including our
country. It need hardly be said that
we have to go a long way before
we can catch up with those ad-
vanced countries. But despite de-
pletion of our natural resources
through economic exploitation
over the years, we still have
enough natural resources left over
and with good leadership and eco-
nomic policy and guidance, as well
as efforts of all involved in nation-

al building, we shall be able to
catch them up in the not distant
future.

As we all know, ours is an ag-
ricultural country, and the majority
of people live in rural areas, de-
pending on agriculture for their
livelihood. Rice is our staple food
and much of what we have pro-
duced is used for domestic con-
sumption; only what is left over
from home consumption can be
exported to earn much-needed for-
eign exchange. Our current exports
of rice are still far from matching
those of other countries like Thai-
land and Viet Nam. The reason
why may be that with the increase
in population, domestic consump-
tion has risen, too. Thus, for rice
production to keep up with the rise
in population, we need to change
the traditional methods of cultiva-
tion by using modern methods of
agriculture in order to boost rice
production not merely for domes-
tic consumption but for exports
too. Another reason is that quality
may have quite a lot to do with de-
mand for our rice in foreign mar-
kets. Our rice exports may be
placed at a disadvantage when
competing with those of other
rice-exporting ASEAN countries
in terms of quality. | think we are
ranked below Viet Nam and Thai-
land in terms of economic devel-
opment. Of course, this is my own
view, not backed up by any statis-
tical data. So I may be wrong.

Teak and hard wood are other
items of raw materials we have
available for exports to earn for-
eign exchange which is badly
needed for our own investment in
the industrial field. Here, too, it
won’t be wrong to say that not
much stock of teak and hard wood

remains standing in our forests
even in the remote areas of the
country, perhaps due to their ex-
cessive extraction for exports and
for use as fuel by local populace
over the years. It is noted that it
takes about 50 years for a teak tree
to grow to maturity before it can be
felled for commercial purposes. It
is quite clear that we can’t rely
very much on exports of rice, teak
and hard woods in order to raise
enough capital in foreign exchange
we need to undertake major indus-
trial projects. So it will be a long
time for us to wait until teak and
hardwood trees that have been re-
planted by the Forest Department
to grow to maturity and be ready
for export or for use as fuel for
cooking in rural areas. It won’t do
much good remaining an agricul-
tural country forever relying main-
ly on exports of only raw materi-
als. There is no denying that
foreign investments that have been
made in oil and gas exploration
and production over the past years
are paying big dividends in terms
of foreign exchange flowing into
our state coffers. On the other
hand, foreign investments in gar-
ments industry are not generating
as much foreign exchange as has
been expected, if only because the
sewing charges earned for finished
garments per piece in terms of dol-
lars are not enough to cover local
production costs for most of the
garment factories operating ona C
M P (Cut Make, and Package) ba-
sis here. Under this system, the for-
eign buyers have to supply the gar-
ment factories with fabrics to be
processed into finished clothes
which have to be re-exported to the
foreign buyers.

See page 9 >>
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Political, defense, economic and
administrative perspectives imperative
for the country:

Senior General

-

Defense Services C-in-C Senior General Min Aung Hlaing speaks at meeting with senior military officers at
National Defense University in Nay Pyi Taw. PHoto: Myawapyw

POLITICAL, defense, econom-
ic and administrative perspec-
tives are absolutely necessary
for the country, said Command-
er-in-Chief of Defense Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
in meeting with senior military
officers at National Defense Uni-
versity in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

In his address, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defense Ser-
vices elaborated on moderniza-
tion of Tatmadaw, training and
political, economic, administra-
tive and defense matters.

Also present at the meeting
were Commander-in-Chief (Air)
General Khin Aung Myint who

is also Acting Chief of Gener-
al Staff (Army, Navy and Air),
Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Admiral Tin Aung San, senior
military officers from Command-
er-in-Chief’s office (Army) and
the commander of Nay Pyi Taw
command.—Myanmar News
Agency

Drilling strikes
water in Yamsam
Village, Ngath-
ayauk Tsp

A DRILLING operation con-
ducted by KBZ’s Brighter Future
Myanmar Foundation in Yamsam
Village in Ngathayauk Townsyip
struck water on Thursday making
it the 109 successful drill of the
foundation’s nationwide water
supply project.

Water gushed out of well
No. 115 at a depth of 540 feet at a
rate of 3,500 gallons of water per
hour, benefitting the people of the
arid area who were facing water
scarcity problems.

Since 2014 the foundation
has drilled tubewells with the use
of seven big machines and 15
small machines as part of its wa-
ter supply project in areas facing
a drinking water scarcity, namely

Water gushed out of the well in Yamsam Village. Proto: THiHA Tun

Bawsai, Heho, Aungpan, Pintaya,
Kalaw, Taunggyi, Yaksauk, Ho-
pon, Namsan, Kolam, Naungtaya
townships in Shan State (South),
Lokaw and Dimawso townships

in Kayah State, several villages in
Yangon Region and Ayay-
awady Region. So far, a total of
109 tubewell have been drilled.
—Thiha Tun
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Let’s All Join in the Fight

Drug addicts
Often thought as “the most selfish”
Do commit
A variety of crimes to their wit.

Let them be punished
Or leave them to slowly perish
Whatever be your wish
See them as humans with ‘nothing-accomplished.

Relatives and friends
For addicts, always ready to defend
Get hurt to no end
By their shameful deeds to a thousand.

Sympathize with those loved ones
Who are hurt and lost, with hopes of none
Please offer help of any kind
Some soothing words still be fine.

Drug traffickers
Profiting as buyers and sellers
Avre the real destroyers
Of generations, present and future.

Stay put for the moment
Till the time comes for you to regret
For what you’ve done in the web
To have led many to ruins and deathbeds.

Drug abuse, a problem not to a family,
Nor to a country but one to all societies,
Must be fought with all our might
To foster a future shiny and bright.

Today’s youth, tomorrow’s leaders
Who are to make the world stronger and better
For consequences and the fatal threat
To drug, say “no” and shake your heads.

In an unprecedented global world
With tech-access in nations big and small
So many things possible in your call
To make drug lords and their empires fall
And crush drug traffickers once and for all.

Aye Phyu

Foreign Investment: How

>> from page 8

No tax is imposed on imports
of fabrics; only a 2% commercial
tax is collected on re-exports of
CMP products abroad. So, the fi-
nancial statements of most of these
factories show losses. The reason
why is not very difficult to seek.
The rate of sewing charge per fin-
ished garment is set rather low
when compared with the price that
each of the finished shirts, trousers,
blouses, skirts, etc. is likely to fetch
on the foreign markets. It is obvi-
ous that foreign investments in
these garment factories only create
job opportunities for our local peo-
ple and help reduce unemployment
among them to a certain extent.

Beyond that, the State can’t
hope to get much benefit in the

way of taxes from their business
operations. There are also the for-
eign or local investments in setting
up brewery and cigarette factories
in the country. Most of their prod-
ucts are geared to domestic distri-
bution with little potential for ex-
ports, which is the main source of
foreign exchange we are badly in
need of for the development of our
national economy. As is the case
with garments, their main contri-
bution to our economy is the open-
ing up of jobs opportunities and
reduction in unemployment and
poverty among our people to some
extent. It is common knowledge
that beer or liquor of any kind has a
very devastating impact on the
moral character and health of our
people, both young and old alike.

important is it for economic growth?

From the point of view of health,
liquor of all kinds plays a key role
in causing liver damage that may
finally lead to the dreadful liver
cancer and other lethal diseases for
which there is at present seen no
effective remedy on the horizon.
Moreover, young people, and for
that matter, even men are more
likely to commit crimes when
drunk than they are sober. Ciga-
rette is another crucial factor in
contributing much to the wide
spread of lung cancer and other
heart problems among smokers.
What is worse, we still don’t have
adequate medical facilities for ef-
fective and efficient treatment of
such killer diseases, especially
among the majority of our people
living in the countryside. We are

still a long way from matching our
countries like Thailand, Singapore,
etc. for medical care of the public.
In the face of such killer diseases,
the well-to-do usually go to Thai-
land, Singapore or India for medi-
cal treatment. But the poor have to
be content with whatever medical
treatment is available to them at
state hospitals here. Even the pri-
vate medical centers are beyond
their reach as the medical costs
charged by those centers are too
high for them to afford. It is high
time that the Government made a
realistic review of its policies on
foreign investments, prioritizing
them in terms of their contribution
to our sustained economic growth.

Of course, another counter ar-
gument can be put forth that unless

liquors and cigarette are not al-
lowed to be manufactured by for-
eign or local investors in our coun-
try, it is more than likely that they
will have to be imported from
abroad at a much higher price than
our consumers have to pay here,
because there is a tremendous de-
mand for them by people, young or
old alike, in the country. Another
possibility is that they may be
smuggled into the country through
the back door. Of course, it is a
really difficult problem to solve to
the satisfaction of all. It is obvious
that the diseases caused by ciga-
rettes and liquor will no doubt add
to the medical care burden we all
have to bear out of the various tax-
es we have to pay to the Govern-
ment.
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Sanders vows to help Clinton beat
Trump, but keeps campaign alive

WASHINGTON — Bernie
Sanders promised on Thursday
to work with presumptive Dem-
ocratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton to defeat Re-
publican Donald Trump in the 8
November election, but did not
formally pull out of the race for
the White House.

Sanders did not endorse
Clinton during an online speech
to his supporters, but made it
clear he was shifting his focus
to building a grassroots move-
ment to fight for his liberal pol-
icy agenda and transform the
Democratic Party.

“The major political task
that we face in the next five
months is to make certain that
Donald Trump is defeated and
defeated badly, and I personally
intend to begin my role in that
process in a very short period of
time,” the US senator from Ver-
mont said.

“l also look forward to
working with Secretary Clin-
ton to transform the Democratic
Party so that it becomes a party
of working people and young
people, and not just wealthy
campaign contributors,” he said
in a speech broadcast from his
hometown of Burlington, Ver-
mont. Sanders, who has resist-
ed pressure from Democrats to
exit the White House race and
back Clinton since she clinched
the party nomination last week,
said he would keep fighting for
his goals of reducing income
inequality, removing big mon-
ey from politics and reining in
Wall Street.

BERNIESANDERS.CC

US Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders speaks at his
campaign headquarters in Washington on 14 June, 2016. PxoTo: ReuTERS

“Defeating Donald Trump
cannot be our only goal. We
must continue our grassroots
efforts to create the America
that we know we can become,”
he said. “And we must take that
energy into the Democratic Na-
tional Convention on 25 July in
Philadelphia where we will have
more than 1,900 delegates.”

Sanders has kept his cam-
paign alive as leverage to force
concessions from Clinton on
his policy goals during delib-
erations on the party’s issues
platform, and on the reforms he
seeks in the Democratic Party’s
nominating process.

But he has laid off some
staff, stopped campaigning and
dropped plans to court unbound

delegates in an unspoken ac-
knowledgment the former sec-
retary of state will be the nom-
inee.

Sanders, who met with
Clinton on Tuesday night after
the nominating process ended,
said he would continue his dis-
cussions with her campaign to
make certain “the Democratic
Party passes the most progres-
sive platform in its history, and
that Democrats actually fight
for that agenda.”

“Our vision for the future
of this country is not some kind
of fringe idea. It is not a radical
idea. It is mainstream. It is what
millions of Americans believe
in and want to see happen,”
Sanders said.—Reuters

Britain mourns murdered
lawmaker; EU referendum in limbo

LONDON — Britain mourned
lawmaker Jo Cox on Friday after
a man wielding a gun and knife
killed the 41-year-old mother-of-
two in a brazen street attack that
has thrown the 23 June referen-
dum on European Union mem-
bership into limbo.

Cox, a supporter of Britain
staying in the EU, was shot and
repeatedly stabbed in her own
constituency near Leeds in north-
ern England by a man who wit-
nesses said had shouted “Britain
first”.

She was pronounced dead
just over 48 minutes later by a
doctor working with a paramed-
ic crew trying to save her life. A
52-year-old man was arrested by
officers nearby and weapons in-
cluding a firearm were recovered.

The killing prompted a
halt to campaigning in the EU
referendum. Though the motives
of the Killer were not immedi-
ately clear, some speculated that

sympathy for Cox could boost
the Remain campaign which has
fallen behind Leave in recent
days.

Police said they were notina
position to discuss the motive of
the attack.

“Jo believed in a better
world and she fought for it every
day of her life with an energy and
a zest for life that would exhaust
most people,” Cox’s husband,
Brendan, said.

“She would have wanted
two things above all else to hap-
pen now, one that our precious
children are bathed in love and
two, that we all unite to fight
against the hatred that killed her.”

Britain’s Union Jack flag
was flying at half-mast over the
Houses of Parliament, Downing
Street and Buckingham Palace,
while in Birstall hundreds of
people attended a vigil at a local
church.

Some people, many weep-

ing, laid flowers outside the
Houses of Parliament. Others
threw flowers onto the house-
boat on the Thames where Cox
had lived with her husband and
young children.

British politicians paid trib-
ute to Cox and expressed shock at
the killing, as did leaders across
Europe and the world.

Prime Minister David Cam-
eron said the killing of Cox, who
had worked on US President Ba-
rack Obama’s 2008 election cam-
paign, was a tragedy.

“We have lost a great star,”
said Cameron, who called the
referendum. “She was a great
campaigning MP with huge com-
passion, with a big heart. It is
dreadful, dreadful news.”

Hillary Clinton said she was
horrified. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel called the attack
“terrible” but added that she
didn’t want to link it to the EU
referendum.—Reuters
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Brazil could quit 34 international bodies to
save cash

RI1O DE JANEIRO — Brazil is considering leaving 34 second-tier in-
ternational organisations, including the United Nations Industrial De-
velopment Organisation (UNIDO), to cut back on costs, according to a
list seen by Reuters.

Brazil has run up $866 million in arrears with international bod-
ies such as the United Nations due to a fiscal crisis, and its diplomats
abroad have even had trouble paying their rent, a source with knowl-
edge of the matter said.

The list of possible withdrawals, prepared by the Budget and Plan-
ning ministry, includes the Ibero-American summit organisation and
six institutions in the South American trade bloc, Mercosur—Reuters

Four servicemen, six militants killed in
clashes in southern Russia

MOSCOW — Four Russian special forces soldiers and six militants
have been killed in a series of clashes in Dagestan in the North Cauca-
sus area, the Interfax news agency reported on Friday, citing a police
source. Dagestan, where Kremlin critics say poverty and corruption
help feed Islamist extremism, is often rocked by shootouts and car
bombings. A suicide bomber blew up a car there in February, killing
two policemen, in an attack claimed by Islamic State.

Interfax said six servicemen had been wounded in the latest vi-
olence and were receiving treatment in hospital. It said two of the
“spetsnaz”, or special forces soldiers, had been killed when a gunman
opened fire on them in a forest.—Reuters

Australian political leaders gear up for 1

online election debate

SYDNEY — Australia’s political leaders are gearing up for the first
online election debate hosted by Facebook and News Corp Australian.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten will battle it out live from 6 pm on Friday night in Sydney,
which will be streamed live via Facebook live.

Questions submitted by the public will be put to both leaders.

News.com.au Managing Director Julian Delany said in a state-
ment that this debate will be different to anything seen before.

“It is a chance for millions of Australians to not just watch the
debate, but to actively participate by asking questions and giving their
instant reactions,” Delany said.

Managing Director of Facebook in Australia and New Zealand
Stephen Scheeler encouraged all Australians to get involved.

“We want to connect as many Australians as possible to one of
the most important aspects of any election campaign — a leadership
debate,” Scheeler said. —Xinhua

US Navy eases alcohol ban for its sailors
in Japan

TOKYO — The US Navy on Friday eased a temporary drinking re-
striction on its personnel in Japan, except those in Okinawa, 11 days
after the ban was imposed following the arrest of a US sailor on suspi-
cion of drunk driving in the southern island prefecture.

Effective immediately, sailors are permitted to drink alcohol on
bases and in their private off-base homes, but the ban on drinking in
off-base restaurants or bars remains intact, according to a statement re-
leased by the navy.

Personnel in Okinawa “will continue to follow the provisions of
the period of unity and mourning in effect there,” it said.

The US forces loosened the restrictions as the sailors have demon-
strated that they understand the impact of alcohol-triggered behaviour,
according to a base senior officer.—Kyodo News

Loaded police pistol found in New Zealand
Parliament bathroom

WELLINGTON — The New Zealand Police are investigating how a
loaded police pistol came to be left in a bathroom at the national Parlia-
ment in Wellington.

The Glock pistol was accidentally left in the bathroom briefly on
Thursday, Superintendent Chris Scahill said in a statement Friday.

“As soon as police were made aware that the firearm had been left
in the bathroom, staff attended and recovered it from the occupant, and
we would like to thank them for their assistance,” said Scahill. “This
was a regrettable incident that we are taking seriously, and we acknowl-
edge the potential risk that this could have posed.”—Xinhua
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Air strikes shatter
Russian attempt at
Syria Aleppo truce

BEIRUT — Air strikes hit
rebel-held parts of Syria’s
Aleppo city on Thursday
just hours into a 48-hour
ceasefire announced by
Russia to try to curb weeks
of intense fighting, as gov-
ernment forces battle for
control of the whole city.

Russia, an ally of Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, an-
nounced the brief truce in
the northern Syrian city on
Thursday but did not say
which parties had agreed to
it. In a statement on Thurs-
day night it said the cease-
fire was holding.

However the Brit-
ain-based Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights
said aerial strikes hit neigh-
bourhoods in the opposi-
tion-held sector and that
there were reports of one
death and some injuries.

Rebels had  also

fired rockets into

government-held territory
in Aleppo, the Observato-
ry said, and fighting and
air strikes continued in the
surrounding  countryside.
Moscow said fighters from
the Nusra Front, al Qaeda’s
Syrian branch, opened fire
on several Aleppo districts
in the last 24 hours.

Bebars Mishal, a civ-
il defence chief working
in rebel-held Aleppo told
Reuters that strikes on res-
idential areas had caused
fires and damage. “The
truce was supposed to have
come into effect at 12 mid-
night, but now there is no
truce,” he said.

The international fo-
cus in Syria in recent weeks
has partly shifted to the
conflict with Islamic State,
as government forces and
their enemies have made
gains at the expense of the
ultra-hardline Islamist mil-
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Smoke and flame rise after what fighters of the Syria Democratic Forces (SDF) said were
US-led air strikes on the mills of Manbij where Islamic State militants are positioned, in
Aleppo Governorate, Syria on 16 June 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

itants on several fronts.

But the separate hope
of foreign powers — that
the wider civil war could
also be resolved — has bro-
ken down.

Hundreds of people
have been killed in Aleppo
since peace talks broke off,
as Assad seeks to regain
control of the city which
was Syria’s largest before
the conflict erupted in 2011

and is now split between
rebel and government sec-
tors.

Russian-backed  Syr-
ian forces have sought for
months to control all sup-
ply routes into the city. An
escalation in air and artil-
lery strikes in the past two
weeks on the last supply
route, the Castello road,
has put hundreds of thou-
sands of people under ef-

fective siege.

Mercy Corps, which
runs the largest non-gov-
ernmental aid operation
inside Syria, said the in-
creased bombardment had
effectively cut aid to re-
bel-held areas of Aleppo
for the longest period since
the war began, driving up
food prices and choking
efforts to ease the plight of
residents.—Reuters

Civilians stuck inside IS-held Falluja at risk of disease: WHO

AMIRIYAT  FALLUIJA,
(Irag) —Tens of thousands
of civilians stranded inside
Islamic State-controlled Fal-
luja are at risk of disease out-
breaks as Iraqi government

forces press their assault
to retake the city, a World
Health Organisation (WHO)
official said on Thursday.
Islamic State has tight-
ened control over civilian
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Displaced people, who fled from Falluja because of Islamic
State violence, are seen during a dust storm at a refugee
camp in Ameriyat Falluja, south of Falluja, Iraq, on 16 June

2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

movement in central Fal-
luja, where an estimated
40,000 people are stuck
with little water or food, as
commandos from an elite
counter-terrorism force inch
closer to the city’s main gov-
ernment building more than
three weeks after the offen-
sive began.

The ultra-hardline mil-
itants, who by US estimates
have lost almost half of the
northern and western terri-
tory they seized when Iraqi
forces partially collapsed in
2014, have used residents
as human shields to slow
the military’s advance and
thwart an international air
campaign backing them.

Falluja, an hour’s drive
west of Baghdad, is seen as
a launchpad for Islamic State
bombings in the -capital,

making the offensive a cru-
cial part of the government’s
campaign to improve securi-
ty, although US allies would
prefer to concentrate on 1S-
held Mosul, Iraq’s second
largest city in the far north.
Children inside Falluja have
not received immunizations
since the militants took con-
trol in 2014, said Ala Alwan,
WHO’s regional director for
the eastern Mediterranean,
who visited displacement
camps in Amiriyat Falluja,
a town southeast of Falluja.
“The low level of immunity
coupled with poor hygiene
conditions raises the risk of
disease outbreaks, such as
measles,” he said in a state-
ment, and hundreds of preg-
nant women were also in
urgent need of reproductive
health services.

Poor sanitation could
also spread infectious dis-
eases like cholera and skin
diseases in addition to ex-
acerbating chronic illnesses,
Alwan said during a field
visit where some displaced
people complained about a
shortage of electricity.

Irag suffered a major
cholera outbreak last year
with more than 1,800 cases
including six deaths.

Aid groups provid-
ing food, water and other
supplies to escapees lack
access to the city itself.
Falluja was besieged by
government  forces for
around six months before
the current advance began,
prompting the United Na-
tions and rights groups to
warn of an imminent hu-
manitarian crisis.—Reuters

Black box from crashed EgyptAir plane retrieved

CAIRO — Search teams
retrieved the cockpit voice
recorder from EgyptAir
flight MS804 on Thursday
in a breakthrough for in-
vestigators seeking to ex-
plain what caused the plane
to plunge into the sea, kill-
ing all 66 people on board.
The Airbus A320 crashed
into the Mediterranean ear-
ly on May 19 on its way
from Paris to Cairo.

Since then, search
teams have worked against
the clock to locate the

wreckage and recover the
two black box recorders
crucial to explaining what
went wrong, before they
stop emitting signals in
about a week.

Egypt’s investigation
committee said in a state-
ment that a specialist vessel
owned by Mauritius-based
Deep Ocean Search was
forced to salvage the de-
vice in stages because it
was extensively damaged,
but was able to retrieve the
memory unit.

“The vessel’s equip-
ment was able to salvage
the part that contains the
memory unit, which is con-
sidered the most important
part of the recording de-
vice,” the statement said.

Egypt’s public pros-
ecutor ordered that the re-
covered device be handed
over to Egyptian air acci-
dent investigators for anal-
ysis.

Two specialist ves-
sels, John Lethbridge and
Laplace, are continuing to

search for the second black
box, which contains the
flight data recorder. They
have yet to detect signals
from that device but have
identified the location
of the main parts of the
wreckage.

The black boxes are
usually located in the tail,
so finding the wreckage
and one of the devices nar-
rows the search.

The investigation
committee said on Monday
the black boxes were ex-

pected to stop emitting sig-
nals around 24 June. That
would make the second de-
vice harder to find because
the plane crashed in some
of the deepest waters of
the Mediterranean, about
3,000 metres (10,000 feet)
below the surface.

With  only limited
amounts of wreckage and
human remains found be-
fore Thursday’s break-
through, Egypt’s investiga-
tors have had little to go on.
—Reuters

Dozens of US
diplomats urge
military strikes
against Syria’s
Assad

WASHINGTON — More
than 50 State Department
diplomats have signed an
internal memo sharply crit-
ical of US policy in Syria,
calling for military strikes
against President Bashar
al-Assad’s government to
stop its persistent violations
of a civil war ceasefire.

The “dissent channel
cable” was signed by 51
mid- to high-level State
Department officers in-
volved with advising on
Syria policy. The cable
calls for “targeted military
strikes” against the Syrian
government in light of the
near-collapse of the cease-
fire brokered earlier this
year, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported, citing copies
of the cable it had seen.

US Secretary of State
John Kerry said on Friday
that the memo was an “im-
portant statement” that he
would discuss when he re-
turned to Washington. “It’s
an important statement and
I respect the process, very,
very much. I will...have a
chance to meet with people
when I get back,” Kerry
told Reuters during a visit
in Copenhagen. He said
he had not seen the memo.
Military strikes against the
Assad government would
represent a major change
in the Obama administra-
tion’s longstanding policy
of not intervening direct-
ly in the Syrian civil war,
even as it has called for
a political transition that
would see Assad leave
power.—Reuters
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Orlando families to bury victims, ask Obama for change

ORLANDO, (Flay —
Families of some of the 49
people killed in a massacre
at an Orlando gay nightclub
will mourn and bury their
dead on Friday, a day after
President Barack Obama
met survivors and said the
United States must act to
control gun violence.

Funerals are expected
to be held over the next two
weeks.

Anthony Luis Laure-
ano Disla, 25, like many of
the victims of the Pulse club
mass shooting, was from
Puerto Rico. He is to be
buried on Friday, according
to the Newcomer Funer-
al Home, a day after more
than 150 friends and family
mourned him at a wake.

Obama, who travelled
to Orlando on Thursday and
met survivors and families
of those who died, told re-
porters: “I held and hugged
grieving family members
and parents, and they asked,
‘Why does this keep hap-
pening?’.”

He urged Congress to
pass measures to make it
harder to legally acquire
high-powered weapons like

US President Barack Obama (L) and Vice President Joe Biden place flowers at a makeshift
memorial for shooting victims of the massacre at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, US,
on 16 June 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

in the attack on Sunday.

Obama and Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden were in
Orlando after a US-born
gunman claiming allegiance
to various Islamist militant
groups carried out the dead-
liest mass shooting in mod-
ern US history.

During the shooting
rampage the gunman, Omar

messages with his wife,
CNN reported on Thursday,
as well as posting on Face-
book and placing a phone
call to a television station.
Police killed Mateen, 29,
a US citizen born in New
York to Afghan immigrants.

Obama, who has visit-
ed mass shooting victims’
families in towns from San

Newtown, Connecticut,
since becoming president,
laid flowers at a memorial
for the victims of the attack
on the Pulse nightclub.
Islamic State claimed
responsibility for the attack
but US officials have said
they do not believe Mateen
was assisted from abroad. A
married couple also claim-

State shot dead 14 people in
San Bernardino, California,
in December.

On Thursday, more
than 300 people, includ-
ing Florida Governor Rick
Scott, attended the viewing
for Eric Ivan Ortiz-Rivera,
who was born in Dorado,
Puerto Rico. He was 36
when he was killed during a
night of dancing to celebrate
a friend’s new house. His
husband had stayed home
that night in the couple’s
apartment.

“He was in a Snap-
chat video that’s out there,
dancing away, so we know
he had some fun before the
madness,” said his cousin,
Orlando Gonzalez.

Twenty-three of the
53 wounded remained
hospitalized, six in critical
condition, according to the
Orlando Regional Medical
Center.

CNN reported, citing a
law enforcement official it
did not identify, that Mateen
exchanged text messages
with his wife, Noor Salman,
during the three hours he
was holed up in a bathroom
inside the nightclub. Salman

find out whether she knew
about Mateen’s plans ahead
of time. The massacre put
pressure on Congress to act.

Mateen carried out the
slaughter with an assault
weapon and handgun that
had been legally purchased
although he had twice been
investigated by the FBI for
possible connections with
militant Islamist groups.

Senator John Cornyn of
Texas, the No. 2 Republican
in the Senate, said the cham-
ber would most likely vote
on four gun control meas-
ures on Monday.

However, no formal
deal between the parties for
votes was announced, and
it was unclear when and
how the Senate would pro-
ceed with the votes, which
would be amendments to an
appropriations bill funding
the Commerce and Justice
departments.

Republicans, who hold
a 54-person majority in
the 100-seat Senate, have
blocked a number of Dem-
ocratic-backed gun control
measures over the years,
saying they infringed on
Americans’  constitutional

the semi-automatic rifleused Mateen, exchanged

text

Bernardino, California, to

ing allegiance to Islamic

is under investigation to right to bear arms.—Reuters

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV ARKAS VOY NO (0311)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV ARKAS VOY
NO (0311) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 19.6.2016 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.L.T.T-5 where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CHUN AN SHIPPING PTE
LTD.
Phone No: 2301928

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV INNWA STAR VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV INNWA
STAR VOY NO ( ) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 18.6.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S REGIONAL CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV VEGA LUPUS VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV VEGA
LUPUS VOY NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 18.6.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.L.T.T/M.L.P where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT
(S’PORE) PTE LTD.
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV EVER ALLY VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV EVER ALLY
VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 18.6.2016 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S EVERGREEN SHIPPING
LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KULNATEE VOY NO (05/16)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KULNATEE
VOY NO (05/16) are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 18.6.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of S.P.W where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S KULNATEE CO LTD.
Phone No: 2301928
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Wildfires in California, New Mexico trigger hundreds of evacuations

LOS ANGELES —
Hundreds of people have
evacuated to escape a wild-
fire in coastal Southern Cal-
ifornia and a larger blaze in
rural New Mexico as hot
weather feeds the flames,
raising health concerns in
other regions, officials said
on Thursday.

Santa Barbara Sheriff
Bill Brown told a news con-
ference his deputies had
asked occupants of 400
homes and businesses to
evacuate structures in areas
threatened by flames from
the California fire. Campers
and horses on ranches have
also been forced out, offi-
cials said.

The blaze, which ignit-
ed on Wednesday in a wil-
derness area northwest of
Santa Barbara, has con-
sumed chaparral and tall
grass in the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest, blackening
some 1,200 acres (490 hec-
tares), according to the Inci-
Web  fire  information
center.

About 500 firefighters
were trying to hold it from
exploding out of control as
airplane tankers and heli-
copters dropped water, offi-
cials said.
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CalFire firefighters spray water on a controlled back fire while battling the the so-called ‘Sherpa Fire’, which has grown
to over 1100 acres overnight, in the hills near Goleta, California, US on 16 June, 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

“There isn’t a lot of
marine layer (ocean humid-
ity) so not great conditions
for firefighting,” Diane
Black, a joint incident com-
mand manager, said in a
phone interview.

Winds drove the so-
called Sherpa Fire toward
the Pacific coast, leading

authorities to evacuate two
state beaches and some
ranch land, according Inci-
Web and the Santa Barbara
County website.

The blaze also ap-
proached the 101 Freeway
overnight, forcing authori-
ties to close it until Thurs-
day morning.

In New Mexico, the so-
called Dog Head Fire that
broke out on Wednesday
about 6 miles (10 km)
northwest of the town of
Tajique has forced evacua-
tions and grown to more
than 12,000 acres (4,900
hectares). Tajique is around
30 miles (50 km) southeast

of Albuquerque.

Governor Susana Mar-
tinez declared a state of
emergency and activated
the state’s National Guard,
ordering the unit to be pre-
pared to assist if needed, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued by her office.

The fire has burned

through timber in central
New Mexico, pushing
heavy smoke toward cities
more than 100 miles (160
km) away as flames spread
through a largely unpopu-
lated area, fire information
officer Peter D’Aquanni
said in a phone interview.
Torrance County Sher-
iff Heath White said his of-
fice was evacuating about
200 people. D’ Aquanni said
winds could shift the flames
to the east as more than 600
firefighters tackle the blaze.
“There’s not many
structures in front of that di-
rection if it goes where we
think it’s going,” he said.
The National Weather
Service (NWS) issued ex-
cessive heat warnings for
areas in the US southwest,
including California, Ne-
vada and Arizona. The
NWS forecast office in
Phoenix predicted tempera-
tures as high as 119 degrees
Fahrenheit (48.3 Celsius) in
the coming days, which
would exceed record highs.
The NWS also issued
heat advisories for Missouri
and southwest lowa, with
temperatures in the mid-90s
Fahrenheit (35 Celsius).
—Reuters

Auto Telephone numbers will be changed to update exchange

at Yenanchaung Industrial Zone in Magwe Region

Yangon, Myanmar,14 June, 2016 — Myanma Posts and Telecommunications (MPT), announced today

that the existing auto telephone numbers at Yenanchaung Industrial Zone in Magwe Region need to be

changed to update exchanges in order to give better and upgraded services to customers as follows.

Area

Existing Auto Telephone

Number

New Auto Telephone

Number

Date

Yenanchaung
Industrial Zone
(Yenanchaung Tsp,

Magwe Region)

060-30-x00x

060-880-0x0x

July 1, 2016

During the transitional period, MPT will provide a Call Forwarding Service free of charge for its customers’

convenience for their incoming calls till the end of July 2017.

Myanma Post and Telecommunications
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Hearing in Amber Heard restraining order against Johnny Depp called off

LONDON — A hearing on the re-
straining order obtained by Amber
Heard against Johnny Depp, in a
divorce between the celebrity cou-
ple in which Heard has accused
Depp of abuse, was called off on
Thursday, a day before it was set
to occur, court officials said.

Heard was expected to tes-
tify at the hearing related to the
restraining order in Los Angeles
Superior Court on Friday, accord-
ing to E! News and other media
outlets.

Instead, the next hearing in
the divorce filed by Heard against
Depp last month will occur on 2
August, court officials said in a
statement. The restraining order is
part of the divorce case.

The delay allows Depp to
gather more witnesses to defend
himself against abuse allegations,

while for Heard it allows the re-
straining order to remain in effect
at least until the next hearing, said
attorney  Christopher Melcher,
who previously served as chair of
the state bar of California family
law section, in a phone interview.

It was not immediately clear
which side moved to vacate the
hearing set for Friday. Attorneys
for Depp and Heard did not imme-
diately return calls.

There have been conflicting
reports in the media about whether
the two sides are moving toward a
settlement in the divorce case.

Depp’s legal team had filed
court papers seeking to prevent
witnesses from testifying on behalf
of Heard at the hearing on Friday,
on grounds that the actress’ legal
team had not provided the names
of those witnesses, according to

a report on the website of People

magazine.

A judge on 27 May granted
a temporary restraining order for
Depp to stay at least 100 yards
(91 metres) away from Heard and
move out of the couple’s shared
condominium in downtown Los
Angeles. The couple married in

February 2015.

Heard, 30, said in court filings
that Depp, 53, was abusive to her
throughout their marriage and that
it culminated in an argument last
month in which he hurled a cell
phone into her face and shattered
various objects in her apartment.
In a counter argument, Depp’s
lawyer said in court papers last
month that Heard “is attempting
to secure a premature financial
resolution by alleging abuse.”

—Reuters

Cast member Johnny Depp and his actress wife Amber Heard arrive for
the premiere of the British film “Black Mass” in London, Britain in 2015.
PHoto: ReUTERS

neyland.

dress, reported Female First.

cess dreams come true today!”

happy birthday.—PT]I

Kim, Kanye West ¢
North’s birthday in Disneyland

LONDON — Hollywood couple Kim Kardashian and Kanye
West celebrated their daughter North’s third birthday at Dis-

North was treated to a day out at the theme park by her
parents, where she dressed up as a princess in a pretty pink

The 35-year-old star also shared a video of her and -]
North. She captioned the video, writing, “she promised me r{ i ;%f' f
74

e'Iebrate

Kardashian shared a picture of her on Instagram and
wrote, “Thank you @disneyland for making all of my prin-

she wouldn’t get any bigger. | can’t believe my baby girl is

3 years old today!! Northie | love you so much | can’t even

explain it! Happy Birthday to my favourite mermaid!!!”
Kardashian’s family took to social media to wish North a

Hollywood gouple Kim Kardashi

Vimeo wins US appeal in music copyright case

NEW YORK — Video-sharing
website Vimeo LLC cannot be
held liable for copyright infringe-
ment for unknowingly hosting
older music uploaded by its us-
ers, a US appeals court ruled on
Thursday, dealing a blow to re-
cord labels seeking broader pro-
tections.

In a victory for internet ser-
vice providers, the 2nd US Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in New
York also held that the mere
fact that Vimeo employees had
viewed videos with copyrighted
sound recordings was not enough
to prove the company ignored
red flags of infringement.

The case, pursued by Capi-
tol Records and Sony Corp units,
was closely watched in Silicon
Valley, with Vimeo’s appeal
drawing support from Facebook
Inc, Twitter Inc, Alphabet Inc’s
Google, and other companies.

“Today’s ruling by the Sec-
ond Circuit is a significant win
for not just VVimeo, but all online
platforms that empower creators

to share content with the world,”
Michael Cheah, Vimeo’s general
counsel, said in a statement.

The Recording Industry As-
sociation of America, the labels’
trade group, said in a statement it
was disappointed with the ruling,
which it said came despite evi-
dence showing Vimeo’s compa-
ny policy was to look the other
way.

“Now, more than ever, it is
clear that Congress needs to act
to fix a law enacted in the days of
dial-up Internet connections,” the
group said.

A lawyer for Capitol Re-
cords, a unit of Vivendi SA, and
the Sony units declined to pro-
vide immediate comment.

The case focused on the in-
terpretation of the Digital Millen-
nium Copyright Act, or DMCA.

The law protects internet
service providers from liability
when users upload copyrighted
content while requiring them to
remove the material if they re-
ceive notice or otherwise become

aware of the infringement.

The lawsuit, filed in 2009,
alleged copyright infringement
over music in 199 videos that
Vimeo users had uploaded to the
site. US District Judge Ronnie
Abrams in 2013 ruled Vimeo
was protected under the DMCA
safe harbor provisions with re-
gard to 153 videos.

But she held that the safe
harbor was not applicable to
recordings from before 1972,
the year Congress first included
them in the scope of federal cop-
yright law. Pre-1972 recordings
are protected by state law.

She also said Vimeo could
face trial over whether it had
known of “red flags” that made
infringement apparent.

Thursday’s ruling reversed
those holdings. Writing for the
three-judge panel, US Circuit
Judge Pierre Leval said that in-
terpreting the act as leaving pro-
viders exposed to liability under
state copyright laws would defeat
Congress’ intent.—Reuters

Da Vinci Code’s Dan Brown donates
300,000 euros to Dutch library

AMSTERDAM — American
author Dan Brown has donat-
ed 300,000 euros ($335,000) to
Amsterdam’s Ritman Library,
where he researched some of his
best-selling novels, to help pre-
serve its ancient works.

The funding will be used to
digitize part of the library’s rare
collection of books and manu-
scripts about the Hermetic reli-
gious tradition that Brown ref-

erenced when writing “The Lost
Symbol” and “Inferno”, it said in
a statement.

About 4,600 works, many
dating from before 1800, will be
accessible online by the public
from spring 2017, it said.

Also known as the Biblio-
theca Philosophica Hermetica,
the library was founded in 1984
by Dutch businessman Joost Rit-
man.—Reuters

American rocker Meat Loaf

collapses on stage in Canada

US singer Meat Loaf performs during the German game show “Wetten
Dass” (Bet it...?) in the southern German town of Friedrichshafen,
in 2011. PHoto: ReUTERS

EDMONTON  (Canada) —
American rocker Meat Loaf
collapsed on stage on Thursday
during a performance in Edmon-
ton, Canada, days after he post-
poned a show due to illness, media
reported and social media posts
showed.

The 68-year-old musician
fell to the stage floor in the Jubi-
lee Auditorium in Edmonton as he
was singing his 1993 hit “I’d Do
Anything for Love,” video clips on
Twitter and traffic on the social me-
dia platform showed. Emergency
personnel responded at the scene,
the Edmonton Journal reported.
His condition was not known and
authorities in Edmonton were not

available for comment. Meat Loaf
postponed a show in the city of
Calgary on Monday due to illness,
he said on his Facebook page.

Meat Loaf, whose real name
is Marvin Lee Aday, pulled out of
a concert in Britain just hours be-
fore he was due on stage because
of health problems in 2013.

He canceled a European Tour
in 2007 after being diagnosed with
a cyst on his vocal chords and
sparked further fears for his health
in 2011 when he collapsed on
stage. He later blamed blackouts
on past concussion injuries and his
health issues on asthma.

In 2012, he underwent a knee
replacement operation.—Reuters



18 June 2016

(GLOBAL

NEW [FGH T MYANMAR

African growers threaten

Dutch flower power

AALSMEER (Netherlands) —
The Netherlands is fighting to
retain its crown as the world’s
top auction house for flowers as
growers in Africa and elsewhere
increasingly sell directly to buyers.

The country grew wealthy
selling tulip bulbs in the 17" cen-
tury during the so-called Dutch
Golden Age and remains the sec-
ond largest agricultural exporter
behind the United States.

For decades the FloraHolland
cooperative has acted as the hub
from which planeloads of flowers
from around the world are distrib-
uted from vast, air-conditioned
warehouses in Aalsmeer, near Am-
sterdam airport.

The company says it dis-
tributes almost 50 per cent of all
flowers sold worldwide and last
year it reported sales of 4.6 billion
euros ($5.13 billion), mostly from
matching growers and buyers at its
famous early-morning daily auc-
tions.

But worryingly for FloraHol-
land Chief Executive Lucas Vos,
sales of flowers by growers direct-
ly to buyers have overtaken those
sold through FloraHolland’s auc-
tions.

Direct sales from members

of the cooperative bypassing the
auctions rose by 3.8 per cent to 2.3
billion euros last year.

Auction sales stood at 2.1 bil-
lion euros, down 1 per cent.

“We need to realise that if, for
instance, we want to get flowers
into China or India ...the logistical
system we have built for ourselves
probably does not fit,” said Vos,
who was brought in from shipping
firm Maersk in 2014.

In response, FloraHolland is
looking to make changes to an auc-
tion system that dates back more
than 100 years.

It is investing up to 90 million
euros over the next five year and
plans to develop a 24-hour online
dealing platform.

It will be like “a Tinder or Air-
BNB” for flowers, Vos said.

That could eventually lead
to the Dutch auction halls, where
some 3,000 work, falling silent,
but change is already apparent;
some 70 per cent of sales come
from remote bidders.

Vos remains confident, how-
ever. “Most producers grow one
type of flower, and if you’re a con-
sumer, you want a bouquet,” he
said. “There will always be a need
for a hub.”

Proto: ReuTERs

For European markets, it
makes sense to gather flowers in
Amsterdam before trucking them
to Britain or Russia.

And for growers in Ken-
ya or Ethiopia, for example, be-
ing among FloraHolland’s 4,600
members helps maintain stable
prices in the face of powerful buy-
ers such as Europe’s top supermar-
ket chains.

Some 50 per cent of Kenya’s
flower exports are sold via Flo-
raHolland, and 70-80 per cent of
Ethiopia’s.

But being members also
means they must commit to sell
all of their output via FloraHolland
and that can be a handicap when
trying to reach Chinese or Indian
markets. Vos said FloraHolland
plans to open logistics sites over-
seas, either near growers in Europe
or Africa or near Asian buyers, to
preserve the company’s central
role in a more devolved global
flower trade. At stake is the Neth-
erlands’ dominance in the global
flower trade, which is slipping.

The Netherlands exported 52
per cent of the world’s cut flowers
in 2013, down from 58 per cent in
2003, according to Rabobank.—
Reuters
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Jewellry, sneakers and
lots of paper towels at
‘Whitey’ Bulger auction

A Stanley Cup Championship ring once belonging to James ‘Whitey’
Bulger and being offered for auction is seen in an undated picture
released by the US Marshals Service. PHoto: REUTERS

BOSTON — Some of former
Boston mob boss James “Whit-
ey” Bulger’s preferences were
made well known during the
years he ruled the city’s under-
world: He didn’t like snitches
and expected absolute obe-
dience from members of his
gang.

He also expected consist-
ency in his footwear, judging
by a catalog for a US Marshals
auction of his property set for
next week in Boston.

The items up for auction
include four unworn pairs of
men’s Asics sneakers, size 9.5,
and five packs of cushioned in-
soles, according to an auction
catalog released on Thursday.

The auction is intended to
raise money for the families of
the 11 people he was convicted
of murdering or ordering killed
in the 1970s and ‘80s when
he ran Boston’s “Winter Hill”
crime gang.

Bulger, now 86, fled Bos-

ton in 1994 on a tip from a cor-
rupt FBI agent that arrest was
imminent and spent 16 years
on the lam with his girlfriend
Catherine Greig, now 65, be-
fore the FBI caught up with
them in a seaside apartment in
Santa Monica, California, in
2011.

The auction includes a
mix of valuable items in-
cluding a replica Stanley Cup
ring, a yellow gold Claddagh
ring and appropriately, giv-
en the outcome of his trial, a
sterling silver “Psycho Killer
Ring.”

It also includes more
mundane items seized at the
apartment, such as clothing,
kitchen items and 30 rolls
of paper towels. It seems
the man found guilty of hid-
ing bodies in the dirt-floored
basement of a South Boston
home appreciated the impor-
tance of cleaning up after him-
self.—Reuters
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England's Daniel Sturridge celebrates

Gropat NEW [#CH

 their secol

goal. PHoto: ReuTers

LENS — Substitute Daniel Stur-
ridge stabbed home a dramatic
winner in stoppage time to steer
England towards a 2-1 win over
Wales and top spot in their Euro

2016 group on Thursday.
A goal down to Wales
at halftime after Gareth
Bale struck a wonderful
free kick from 30 me-
tres, England man-
ager Roy Hodgson
brought on for-
wards  Sturridge
and Jamie Vardy,
whom many
fans had wanted
to see start the
game, to replace
the ineffectu-
al  Raheem
Sterling
and Harry

Kane.

It
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Sturridge strikes late to seal 2-1 win for England

turned out to be a pivotal
change as Vardy, England's
Footballer-of-the-Year in the
Premier League this season for
his goalscoring at champions
Leicester City, grabbed an equal-
iser in the 56" minute.

Then, with England piling
on the pressure in the dying sec-
onds, Sturridge scrambled his
way through the box to fire home
the winner from close range.

The result left England
at the top of Group B on four
points, ahead of Wales and Slo-
vakia on three and Russia bottom
with just one point.

"It's a great feeling, unbe-
lievable," Sturridge said. "I'm
grateful for the opportunity. It's
only one more game in the group
so no-one should get too excited.
But it was an amazing feeling.
It's great to help the boys win the
game."

Wales would have won the
group with victory, but instead
they will meet Russia in their fi-
nal game with their destiny still
very much in their own
hands.

"Obviously, we're
massively disappoint-
ed but I'm proud of

everyone."
“Inside, we still
feel strong, we still

Saturday, 18 June, 2016

feel happy," said Wales goalscor-
er Bale.

"We're enjoying it and the
tournament's not over yet. We're
still in the thick of it. We'll keep
fighting all the way to qualify,
and the fans have been amazing
once again."

All talk of the recent fan
violence in Marseille and Lille
dissipated as the game kicked off
amid a cacophony of noise and
singing from both sets of fans.

England dominated most of
the first half and Sterling could
have put them ahead as early as
the seventh minute, but he skied
the ball over the bar from close
range, and it did not get any bet-
ter from there on for the Man-
chester City winger.

With Wayne Rooney drop-
ping deep to pull the strings
in midfield, England sought to
make the most of the space be-
hind the Welsh full backs, but
their final ball into the box was
often a poor one.

They went behind just be-
fore halftime when Rooney clat-
tered into Hal Robson-Kanu,
with Bale driving a dipping free
kick over the England wall and
past keeper Joe Hart, who per-
haps should have done better
having got a hand to the ball.—
Reuters

Federer races
through to
Halle quarters

HALLE — Roger Federer hur-
ried into the quarter-finals of the
Gerry Weber Open in Halle on
Thursday, wrapping up a 6-3,
7-5 victory over Tunisia's Malek
Jaziri in 69 minutes.

The top seed, who has won
eight titles at the German grass-
court tournament that has proved
ideal preparation for Wimbledon
during his long career, quickly
overcame a second-set hiccup
when he dropped his serve to go
3-0 down.

He rediscovered his rhythm,
recovered the deficit and then
broke the Tunisian in the 11"
game before serving out the
match.

Federer next meets Belgian
David Goffin, who was leading
Sergiy Stakhovsky 4-6, 7-5, 2-0
when the Ukranian retired hurt
after an awkward fall.

"That's life...some days are
just not meant to be. I'll try to
be back for Wimbledon," Stak-
hovsky tweeted.

Federer, 34, will be keen to
enjoy as much match practice as
possible before Wimbledon after
pulling out of the French Open
last month with a back injury.

He leads 25-year-old fifth
seed Goffin 4-0 in their head-to-
head tally.—Reuters

US reach Copa America semis with 2-1 win over Ecuador

SEATTLE — The United States
survived a late onslaught to beat
Ecuador 2-1 and advance to the
semi-finals of the Copa America
for the first time since 1995 after
a pulsating and sometime frac-
tious match in Seattle on Thurs-
day.

Clint Dempsey and Gyasi
Zardes scored for the US either
side of half time and Michael Ar-
royo got one back for Ecuador in
a game that saw one player from
each side sent off and the Ecua-
dor coach banished to the stands.

Ecuador came into the game
more after Antonio Valencia
and Jermaine Jones were shown
red cards in the 51 minute but
the hosts prevailed to set up a
semi-final against either Argenti-
na or Venezuela in Houston next
Tuesday.

"We've come so far now and
now we get even hungrier for the
next step," said US coach Jurgen
Klinsmann.

"The team performance was
outstanding. They were helping
each other all over the field."

Dempsey, a striker who plays
for local club Seattle Sounders,
got the opener for the US after
21 minutes when he rose to head
home a deft cross from Jones.

He almost got a second four
minutes later but his angled-drive
was well saved and Alejandro
Bedoya should have done better
when Dempsey's pass left him

with a shot on goal that Alexan-
der Dominguez got down well to
smother.

At the other end, Brad Gu-
zan did well to turn an Enner Va-
lencia shot round the post as he
honed in on goal.

Then came the dismissals
with Antonio Valencia sent off
for a second yellow after hack-
ing down Bedoya and his fellow

. T -Fl."-,__ K
United States forward Bobby Wood (7) tackles the ball from Ecuador defender Juan Carlos Paredes (4) dur-

ing the second half of quarter-final play in the 2016 Copa America Centenario soccer tournament at Century
Link Field, in Seattle, WA, USA, on 16 June 2016. The United States defeated Ecuador, 2-1. PHoTo: ReuTERS

midfielder Jones harshly shown a
straight red for raising his hand in
the ensuing scuffle.

Zardes doubled the home
side's lead when he poked home
from inches out after Dempsey
had beaten the goalie but the goal
roused Ecuador and they took
control of the game.

Enner Valencia should have
scored at least twice from close

range headers but it was Arroyo
who cut the lead after 73 minutes
when he found the net with a low
drive from the edge of the box af-
ter the defence had given him too
much space.

The South Americans threw
everything at the hosts in the final
quarter but they could not find a
second goal and the US advanced
to the last four.—Reuters
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