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Talks held over 300MW solar power facility for Ayeyawady Region

REPRESENTATIVES of the
Ayeyawady Region government
and the Thailand-based Won Toll
Co have held talks over the es-
tablishment of a US$100 million
solar power facility, which would
have the capacity to provide 300
megawatts of electricity per year.

During the talks, which were
held on 20 May , it was planned

that a solar power project would
be built on over 1,500 acres of
land that would allow for the total
power volume to be ready for use
within 12 months.

The plan is for the electric-
ity to be distributed to industrial
zonesin Ayeyawady and Y angon
regions.

“We've yet to set a price

acceptable to customers,”

per unit of electricity that will
be produced [by the solar facil-
ity]. That said, engine oil costs
to power the production of elec-
tricity will be much alleviated,
it will be an attractive price for
investors. We've also planned to
distribute [power] in accordance
with a policy of pricing that is
eX_

plained U Kunn Zaw Htun, chair
of Won Tall Co.

According to staff of the
company, due diligence will be
exercised to mitigate scandals in
the confiscation of land for the
construction of the project, while
the project will have a mutua
benefit for the company as well
as for those within the country to

whom it will provide electricity.
The facility will have the
capacity to produce between 50
to 100 megawatts of electricity
during the first six months of the
project implementation, with 200
to 250 megawatts to be produced
during the second six months, ac-
cording to Won Tall Co.
See page 3 >>

Thai PTTEP Says
Keen To Buy
Chevron’s Stake

In Myanmar
Gas Field

PTT Exploration and Production
Pcl (PTTEP), Thailand' slargest ail
and gas explorer, said on May 24 it
was keen to buy a stake in Y adana
gas field in Myanmar from Chev-
ron Corp. (NY SE: CVX).

PTTEP, the flagship in the up-
stream business of PTT Pcl, was
in talks to buy stakes in severa
oil and gas fields in Thailand and
Southeast Asig, and expected to
conclude at least one deal thisyear,
Pannalin Mahawongtikul, execu-
tive vice president for finance, told
reporters.

PTTEP, which is aso inter-
ested in buying a stake in Bongkot
offshore gas field from BG Group,
has cash of $3.7 hillion, enough for
acquisitions, Pannalin said.

“We focus on projects which
are operating, so that we can book
revenue immediately after the pur-
chase,” she said adding Myanmar
will be the company’s major in-
vestment outside Thailand.

PTTEP has said it aimed to
increase investments at home and
Southeast Asato securelong term
energy supplies. It set produc-
tion target of 600,000 barrels of
oil equivaent per day (boe/d) by
2020.—Reuters

French police break
up refinery blockade in

anti-reform showdown
Pace 12

Miners search for jade
stones at a mine dump in a
Hpakant jade mine in Kachin
state. PHoto: THAUNG NYUNT

MINE WALL COLLAPSE KILLS 12

Jaiden Coonan

A second mine collapse this
month has killed 12 and injured
11 in Kachin state's Hpakant
township on Monday night with
relief efforts taking place yester-
day. Itisreported up to 50 people
were in the deserted mine when a
wall collapsed.

The first mine incident oc-
curred on 8 May killing 13.

The company, Y adanar Star,
reportedly ceased its mining op-
erations on 22 May. Soon after,
hopeful prospectors moved in to
search for undiscovered gems.

Daw Nilar Myint, head of

Hpakant's General Administra-
tive Department told The Glob-
al New Light of Myanmar that
rescue efforts ceased yesterday
at around 4:30pm and were said
to begin again this morning, she
also confirmed the death toll.

“Some managed to escape
unharmed as they saw the wall
dowly come down,” said Daw
Nilar Myint.

It was origindly reported
to the Ministry of Socid Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement
(MOSWRR) as a landdide from
dumped soil, but later reconfirmed
by the Ministry’s Relief Depart-
ment (RD), under the MOSWRR,

that it was the collgpse of a mine
wall and not from dumped soil.

Director of the MOSWRR's
RD, Dr. Min Thein confirmed
that the wall collapse occurred at
9:03pm Monday evening and that
initial reports claimed to have
been a landdide from dumped
soil. The department has donated
MMK2100,000 (US$85) for re-
covery efforts.

The recent depression from
Cyclone Roanu that moved over
the state is said to be a leading
factor. Kachin aso experienced
severe weather last month.

Deputy Director of the De-
partment of Meteorology and Hy-

drology, Hla Tun says that from
Monday to Tuesday Kachin has
seen rainfall, but not widespread
heavy fdls, today the state is to
experience similar weather.

In November last year 116
people were killed when a land-
dlide from a mound of dumped
soil buried a camp in the same
area. Hundreds were reported
missing; the number of those liv-
ing in the camp was unknown.

The newly appointed gov-
ernment has plans under it's
“100-day plan” to prevent similar
disasters like the November 2015
event.

See page 3 >>



2 NATIONAL

Pyithu Hluttaw
continues with Q&A

session

THE Pyithu Hluttaw entered its
31st day session with a question
and answer session on the con-
struction sector yesterday.

In his response to a question
on road construction in Rakhine
State, Union Minister U Win
Khaing said that a motorway
connecting Rambre Township to
Laytaung station will be upgrad-
ed into an all-weather road at the

end of the 2018-2019 FY with
the use of annual funds.
Likewise, the Union min-
ister replied to a question re-
garding the Monywa-Thek-
kalgyin-Phaungpyin-Homa-
lin-Khamti motorway and said
that YeU-Kalewa road section
on the motorway will be upgrad-
ed into a 19-mile concrete road
and 61-mile and three-furlong

(GlogaL
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Union Minister U Win Khaing.
PHoto: MNA

tarred road at the end of 2016-
2017 FY.

Road upgrades including the
construction of bridges and re-
taining walls on the 464-mile and
three-furlong Monywa-Khamti

25 May 2016

U Kyaw Shwe. PHoto: MNA

motorway are being carried out
with the use of the Union budget
and regional government’s fund,
said the Union minister.

During the 31% day ses-
sion of Pyithu Hluttaw, Speaker

U Myo Nyunt. Proto: MNA

U Win Myint announced that
the Pyithu Hluttaw received a
bill revoking the state protec-
tion law sent from Amyotha
Hluttaw with no amendment.
— Myanmar News Agency

Amyotha Hluttaw

| -

U Thein Swe. PHoto: MNA

Col Hla Win Aung. Proto: MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw continues debate on ward
or village-tract administration law

THE Amyotha Hluttaw
continued debating a third re-
vised bill to amend the ward or
village-tract administration law
during its 28" day parliamentary
session yesterday.

In his discussion, Col Hla
Win Aung, Defence Services
personnel Hluttaw representa-
tive, disagreed on the proposed
removal of sections 13 (g) and
17 from the law, pointing out
that lawmakers are responsible
for providing security to the

people in accordance with arti-

cle 357 of the Constitution.

He emphasised the impor-
tance of the reporting of over-
night guests and inspections in
order to ensure the rule of law,
peace, tranquility and public
safety, warning that there is the
possibility of tragic incidents
that can befall the people if the
provisions that guarantee securi-
ty were removed.

In her discussion, Daw Ei
Ei Pyone of Ayeyawady Re-
gion Constituency 8 called
for the formulation of rules
regarding  monthly  allow-
ances to ensure uncorrupted

administration.

U Thein Swe of Ayeyawady
Region Constituency 10 stressed
the need to enact a just law that
can be retained for three succes-
sive parliamentary terms.

During the 28" day session
of the Amyotha Hluttaw the rev-
ocation for submission of a bill
to revoke the duties and pow-
ers of People’s Councils and
executive members at various
levels and a bill to revoke the
Mandalay City Development
Committee Law were approved.
—Myanmar News Agency

Yangon Region Hluttaw discusses health,
education sectors and waste collection system

THE Yangon Region Hluttaw
continued for its third day with
the regional social affairs min-
ister answering questions on the
education and health sectors of
the region and representatives
holding a discussion on a motion
yesterday.

Responding to a question
on the benefits of free educa-
tion, Minister for Social Affairs
U Naing Ngan Lin said that
notification regarding the gov-
ernment’s free education sys-
tem has been sent to all schools
in Yangon Region, saying that
schools shall not charge students

school fees, parent-teacher fees
or sports fees.

In his response, the regional
minister said that there is no plan
to build hostels or housing for
teachers in Twantay Township
as the budget would not allow
for it.

On a question about school
ferries, he said that school buses
will be allowed to park during
the prescribed times and traffic
police personnel are set to deal
with school ferries to avoid traf-
fic congestion. Moreover, the
regional minister said that works
are underway to provide more

heath staff to public health cen-
tres in Shwepyitha and North
Okkalapa Townships. It is re-
quired we provide firm infor-
mation in applying land permits
for hospitals, health centres and
schools to the regional govern-
ment, he added. During yester-
day’s regional parliamentary
session, Hluttaw representatives
held discussions on a motion
calling on the regional govern-
ment to introduce a better waste
collection system in Yangon and
to formulate a plan on the dredg-
ing of drains prior to monsoon
season.—Ko Moe

UMFCCI to host fully online licensing
system workshop

A WORKSHOP on a fully on-
line licensing system is sched-
uled to be held at Republic of
the Union of Myanmar Federa-
tion of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (UMFCCI) in
Yangon on 30 May.

The workshop is aimed at
providing information to busi-
nesspeople that the import and

export online licensing system
is fully operational, said a pub-
lic relations officer from the
UMFCCI.

According to sources, the
Ministry of Commerce has is-
sued import-export  permits
manually since 2014. It was
required to go to the office of
the Ministry of Commerce in

person to pay duties and ob-
tain permits,though registration
could be made through the My-
anmar TradeNet Website.

With the establishment
of the fully online licensing
system, online applications
for import and export licenses
will be available next month.
—Soe Soe Yu

Hluttaw Speakers meetJapanese
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parliamentary delegation

Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than welcomes Mr Takumi Nemoto, MP of
the House of Representatives of the parliament of Japan. Proto: MNA

SPEAKER of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw and Amyotha Hluttaw
Mahn Win Khaing Than met with
a Japanese parliamentary delega-
tion led by MP Takumi Nemoto
yesterday at the Amyotha Hluttaw
Hall in Nay Pyi Taw. During the
meeting the speaker and Mr Taku-
mi Nemoto, member of the House
of Representatives of the parlia-
ment of Japan,discussed matters

related to friendship and co-opera-
tion between the two parliaments.
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint also received Mr. Ta-
kumi Nemoto and party in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday. During the
call, the Speaker and the Japanese
lawmaker exchanged views on
bilateral relations and cooperation
between Myanmar and Japan. —
Myanmar News Agency
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Mandalay to launch own
fibre optic network

Aung Thant Khaing

THE Mandalay City Development
Committee (MCDC) is scheduled
to launch its own metro fibre net-
work to help the e-government sys-
tem in cooperation with EAGER
Communication Group Co Ltd ac-
cording to an information officer of
the committee.

Installation works kicked off
on the Mandalay Metro Fibre Net-
work on 28 March following the
signing of an agreement between
the committee and the company on
9 March, said U Kyaw Lin Nyein,
MCDC'’s chief information officer,
adding that 40km of optical fibre
has been deployed for the network.

Aiming at launching its own
fibre optic network, the MCDC
studied Korea’s e-government
system in 2014, said the informa-

tion office.

According to the MCDC,
micro trenching system and man-
ual trenching system are being
used to install more than 750-km
network. Upon completion, tri-
ple play service offering Internet
system, traffic light control and
CCTV services through fibre ca-
ble will be available, said an ex-
pert from the company.

According to the three-year
Mandalay metro fibre network in-
stallation project, the installation of
250km of fibre is set for comple-
tion each year.

Under the terms and condi-
tions of the 30-year contract be-
tween the MCDC and the compa-
ny, the committee will see no profit
from the project for 20 years but
will receive 40 per cent of the prof-
it for the remaining 10-year period.

International Safeguards Regulatory
Workshop held in Yangon

THE Atomic Energy Department
of the Ministry of Education and
the National Nuclear Security
Administration of the Depart-
ment of Energy of the United
States jointly organised a two-
day International Safeguards
Regulatory Workshop in Yangon
that ran 22 May until yesterday.
The workshop was aimed
at focusing coordination on the
formulation of regulations for
the Nuclear Safety Law currently

being drafted by the Atomic En-
ergy Department for implementa-
tion of an additional protocol to
Myanmar’s comprehensive safe-
guards agreement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

It was attended by four ex-
perts from the US and Myan-
mar officials from the ministries
concerned led by Director-Gen-
eral Dr Khin Maung Latt of the
department.—Myanmar  News
Agency

Bill to Revoke Mandalay City
Development Law published

for public notice

THE Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has
made public the Law Revoking
Mandalay City Development
Law.

The Mandalay City Devel-
opment Law (2002 State Peace

and Development Council Law
No.8) will be revoked with the
introduction of this Law.

The bill is covered in the
state-run dailies today. — Myan-
mar News Agency

No date set in compensation plan for
seized farmlands in Khayan Township

NO date has been given for the
planned compensation for farmers
whose farmlands were seized for
the Kinpunchon sluice gate con-
struction in Khayan Township,
Yangon Region, said U Han Tun,
regional minister for agriculture,
livestock, forestry and energy.

It is because scrutiny of the
some ministries’ compensation
cases for the seized lands is un-
derway, added the regional min-
ister while answering a question
posed by U Thein Zaw Latt of
Khayan Township Constituency
2 at the Yangon Region Hluttaw
session yesterday.

According to the regional
minister, the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Irrigation confiscated
a 32.40-acre plot of land owned
by 14 farmers for the sluice gate
construction with a pledge to pay

K800,000 per acre for the land.
Farmers received only one-
third of the compensation they
agreed to be paid up until June
last year, said the Khayan Town-
ship Hluttaw representative.
Construction of the sluice
gate, that cost K1,048 million
was completed in January 2013.
According to local sources,
several local farming plots are
annually submerged by flood wa-
ters due to sluice gate leaks.
Dredging operations for Kin-
punchon creek are underway to
prevent farmlands in the township
from flooding with the use of the
regional fund for the 2016-2017
FY said Minister U Han Tun, add-
ing that it is necessary to seek more
funds from the regional govern-
ment for the dredging operations to
be completed.—Ko Moe
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Visitors are seen outside Yangon Stock Exchange (YSX) in Yangon on 20 May. PHoto: Nvi Zaw Moe

Daiwa and ACE team up to provide
security and technology for YSX

JAPANESE technology com-
pany Daiwa Securities Group
will team up with the Myan-
mar-based ACE Date Systems in
providing security and techno-
logical assistance to the nascent
Yangon Stock Exchange (YSX),
the exchange has announced.

“Daiwa and ACE are col-
laborating to implement a se-
curity system for the exchange
high-standard technology,” said
U Thet Htun Oo, executive sen-
ior manager of the Yangon Stock
Exchange.

Only First Myanmar Invest-
ment (FMI) and Myanmar Thil-
awa have thus far been permitted
to trade shares on the exchange
from among six originally listed
companies, while trading on the
exchange is limited to the hours

of 1lam-1pm, unlike exchang-
es of foreign countries, which
practice a system of continuous
trading.

“We’re still focusing on
online trading, but it’s not up to
a high standard yet. We’re still
waiting on permission from the
regulator, so we’re not at the
juncture whereby we’re able
to offer such a service,” said U
Thaung Han, managing director
of CB Securities.

Those wishing to buy and
sell shares on the YSX can cur-
rently only do so by visiting a se-
curities company in person and
making trade requests over the
telephone.

“Once trading transactions
can be made online, the need for
many people to waste their time

to visit the securities companies
will be rendered redundant. It’s
much more convenient if shares
can be traded remotely from
one’s home,” said U Kyaw Oo,
a trader.

An American IT company
has taken responsibility for pro-
viding technological support for
CB Securities, while all other
securities companies apply fully
secure security systems.

The YSX was established
by the Myanmar Economic
Bank, which owns a 51 per cent
stake in the exchange, and the
Japanese Daiwa Institute of Re-
search, which owns 30.25 per
cent, while it is known the ex-
change has a working capital of
K32 billion.—Myitmakha News
Agency

Talks held over 300MW solar power
facility for Ayeyawady Region

>> From page 1

However, the Ayeyawady
Region Department of Elec-
tricity, Industry and Communi-
cations has announced that no
agreements have yet been made
between the government and
Won Toll Co, with talks only
held after it was announced that
the Won Toll Co applied to carry
out studies for the potential im-

plementation of a solar power
facility within the region.

“It’s said that solar power
is being used in neighbouring
countries, but there’s a need to
consider their political contexts.
I also believe preliminary stud-
ies should be conducted in re-
gions that receive heavy rainfall,
where solar panelling has been
earmarked for,” said U Myint

Aung of Beautiful Land, an en-
vironmental conservation group.

Myanmar’s electricity con-
sumption requirements annual-
ly rise by fifteen percent, while
according to a recently pub-
lished report, the entire country
currently needs approximately
2,700 megawatts of electricity
per year to meet demand.—My-
itmakha News Agency

Mine Wall Collapse Kills 12

>> From page 1

“This year, height restric-
tions have been placed on dump-
ing soil, changing our previous
practice so as to ensure landslides
do not occur,” Daw Nilar Myint,
told The Global New Light of
Myammar on 18 May.

It was reported on 12 May
that Union Minister for Natural

Resources and Environmental
Conservation U Ohn Win said
that no more jade mining blocks
will be allowed and restrictions
will be placed in Hpakant and
Lonekhin mining blocks.

Yet, attempts to protect peo-
ple from danger continue.

Mining began in Hpakant
during the 90’s when the State

Law and Order Restoration
Council started handing out
commissions, according to a
Global Witness Report from
December 2015. The same re-
port estimated that Myanmar’s
jade mining operations were
worth an estimated US$31
billion in 2014.—Additional
Reporting Aye Min Soe
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Traditional Indian Dances performed in Mandalay

Traditional Indian Dances being performed in Mandalay. PHoto: THiHA Ko Ko

JOINTLY organised by the Min-
istry of Religious Affairs and
Culture and the Indian Embassy
to Myanmar under the Myan-
mar—India cultural cooperation
programme, the Festival of Indian
Culture took place at the National
Theatre in Mandalay on 22 May
with a greeting speech made by
Dr. Nadakuma of the Indian con-
sulate general based in Mandalay.

The Festival of Indian Cul-
ture encapsulates for a new au-
dience the experience of Indian
dance as it has evolved in various
parts of the country. Six dance
forms representing the diversity of

India’s culture have been chosen:
Bharatanatyam of Tamil Nadu;
Kathak of northern India; Odissi,
from Odisha in eastern India; Ma-
nipuri from the north-eastern India;
Kathakali of Kerala; and Chhau
which covers a wide swathe of ter-
ritory in the eastern states of India.
Nrityarupa has been crafted under
the artistic direction of the Sangeet
Natak Akademi, India’s National
Academy of Music, Dance, and
Drama, for the Festival of India.
Students led by Professor
Daw Aye Sanda Aung of the De-
partment of Drama Arts at the
Mandalay University of National

Culture and Arts performed danc-
es and held a fashion show of My-
anmar Traditional Dress Designs,
popular in three separate Myan-
mar eras. Present at the concert
were deputy speaker of the Man-
dalay Region Hluttaw Dr. U Khin
Maung Htay and Hluttaw Repre-
sentatives, Region Minister for
National Races U Sai Kyaw Zaw
and region-level Departmental of-
ficials, Indian Councilor General
Dr. Nadakuma, rector U Nyunt
Win of the University of National
Culture and Arts and faculty mem-
bers, students and guests.—Thiha
Ko Ko

o MYANMAR

25 May 2016

Green environmental
campaigntobelaunched
to grow trees in water
catchment areas

A GREEN environmental cam-
paign will be launched in the
rainy season to grow as many
as 57.93 million trees in water
catchment areas, according to
the Department of Forestry.
“We’ll grow trees in
public places like hospitals,
dispensaries, schools and re-
ligious precincts to keep our
environment green, to preserve
the natural environment and to
instill in the people the spirit to
love trees,” said Dr. Nyi Nyi
Kyaw, director —general of the
Forestry Department.
Forestation coverage
reports are being conduct-
ed every ten years under the

district forest management
project. Altogether 16 forest
preservation measures will be
taken between the 2016-2017
fiscal year and the 2025-2026
fiscal year.

In this function, awareness
promotion talks are being giv-
en along with the development
of public plantations.

The forest coverage per-
centage throughout the country
was 57.97 in 1990, 51.54 in
2000, 49.25 in 2005, 46.96 in
2010 and 42.92 in 2015, with
forest depletion sitting at 0.55
per cent between 1990 and
2010 compared to 1.73 per cent
between 2010 and 2015.—200

Car accident kills one, injures
another in Nattalin Township

A MOTORCYCLE collided head
on with a car near Thanatkwin
village, Nattalin township, Bago
region on Monday leaving one
person dead and another injured.

The motorcycle being driven
by one Kyaw Htay, 58, collided
with a car being driven by Than
Aye, 62, with Kaung Myat Thu
alias Moedi, 21, Daw Aye Han,
62, and Daw Tin Nwe, 52, on
board. The reason for the collision
is not yet known.

The accident killed the mo-
torcycle driver on the spot while
Kaung Myat Thu alias Moedi was
seriously injured and is current-
ly undergoing medical treatment

The car seen after accident. PHoto: 062

at Nattalin general hospital. The
police have opened a case and

charged both drivers with reckless
driving.— (062)

Cluster collision of four vehicles
occurred in Kyimyindine

Cluster collision of four vehicles being seen. Proto: Ko Gvi Tin

A CLUSTER collision of four
vehicles occurred in front of the
Shwe Leikpyar Housing Estate
on Lower Kyimyindine Road on
Sunday at around midnight.

According to a witness, a
vehicle driven by one Myo Zaw
Qo, 21, crashed into three vehi-
cles which were parked in front
of the Shwe Leikpyar Housing
Estate when the driver attempted
to overtake another vehicle. Res-
idents of the estate came to the
assistance of the driver who be-
came trapped due to the damage
to his vehicle.

The driver has been charged
by the police.—Ko Gyi Tin

Four men charged with
motorcycle thefts

POLICE have charged four
men on suspicion of stealing
13 motorcycles as they failed
to prove to police that the bikes
belonged to them.

The police stopped Aung
Hlaing Oo, 19, and Thiha Tun
alias Ashaygyi, 18, in Yae Nge
village, Pyin Oo Lwin township
on 22 May. The two admitted
that they had committed theft
together with Min Thu Aung

Proto: Ko Ye

and Ko Khant alias Khant Zaw
Phyo.

Further investigation led
to discovery of a string of mo-
torcycle thefts, 13 in total, the
gang had committed in Aung
Myay Thasan, Maha Aung
Myay, Amarapura and Chan
Mya Thazi Townships, Man-
dalay region. Police are still
pursuing the two suspects at
large.— Ko Ye

Man arrested for murder
in Kyimyindine

POLICE filed charges against a
man on suspicion of murder in
Kyinmyindine township on 22
May.

According to an investiga-
tion, the suspect, Myo Zaw Oo,
30, following a quarrel with one
Daw Than Than Win, his moth-
er- in-law, stabbed Ma Nwe
Nwe Win, 42, daughter of Daw

Than Than Win. The assailant
then fled the scene.

The victim succumbed to
her injuries on the way to Yan-
gon General Hospital. Police
arrested the suspect on Min
Mahaw road in Set Hsan ward,
Kyimyindine. Police have filed
charges against Myo Zaw Oo.—
Tin Win Lay (Kyimyindine)
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KBZ Gateway Iaunches VSAT satellite system
éxaz-_..a

KBZ Gateway Co Ltd, a subsid-
iary of Myanmar’s KBZ Group
of Companies Ltd, launched the
new generation Very Small Ap-
erture Terminal-VSAT today to
provide high-speed satellite ser-
vices to customers in the coun-
try and to link with international
communication systems.

Speaking on the occasion,
U Nyo Myint, Senior Executive
Director of KBZ Group of Com-
panies Ltd said KBZ Gateway Co
Ltd, in cooperation with Hughes
Network Systems and AsiaSat,
would make for better and fast-
er banking and financial services
with the KBZ Group of Compa-
nies using the high-speed satellite
services as a first step as part of
its efforts to meet international
standards.

In the second step, KBZ will
provide its VSAT satellite ser-
vices to telecommunication com-
panies and business companies,
applying the telecommunication
technology as part of its efforts to

U Nyo Myint, Senior Executive Director of KBZ Group of Companies
Ltd deliveries address at launching of VSAT system. Proto: KBZ

aid an emerging generation of
satellite system in the country,
he added.

KBZ Gateway, which es-
tablished its base in Bago, lo-

cated about 50 miles north-east
of Yangon, has offered to pro-
vide VSAT satellite services to
customers across the country,
promising safe and speedy ser-

vices for domestic and interna-
tional telecommunication at com-
petitive prices.

Also present at the launching
ceremony at Strand Square were
Yangon Region Economic and Fi-
nance Minister U Myint Thaung,
US Ambassador to Myanmar H E
Mr Scot Marciel, Executive Direc-
tors of KBZ Group of companies
Ltd Nang Lang Kham and Daw
Nan Kham Naung and President
of Hughes Networks Systems Mr
Pranav Roach.

Hughes Network Systems
LLC (Hughes) is the global
leader in satellite broadband for
home and office use, delivering
HughesON™ managed services
for enterprises and governments
worldwide.

The Asia Satellite Telecom-
munications Company Limited
(AsiaSat) has been Asia’s pre-
mier satellite operator and pro-
viding satellite services to the
world since it was established in
1988.—GNLM

IFC to invest
US$30 million
in IGT

INTERNATIONAL Finance Cor-
poration (IFC) is expected to invest
US$30 million in Irrawaddy Green
Towers Ltd (IGT), which builds
mobile telecommunication towers
in Myanmar.

There are currently three tel-
ecommunication operators in My-
anmar: Myanma Posts and Tele-
communications (MPT); Telenor
and Ooredoo. Viettel has been se-
lected as the fourth mobile network
operator.IGT has already built over
2,000 mobile towers across the
country and has planned to build
more 5,000 towers by 2018, with
an estimated cost of $490 million.

IGT mainly installs mobile
towers in Myanmar. IGT received
a loan of $122 million from Eu-
ropean  Development Finance
Institutions to build mobile com-
munication infrastructure across
Myanmar.—200

Rice export volume expected to
reach over 1.5 million tonnes

THE volume of rice export is ex-
pected to reach over 1.5 million
tonnes in this fiscal year 2016-
2017, according to Myanmar
Rice Federation (MRF).
Myanmar exported about
1.5 million tonnes of rice in the
2015-2016 fiscal year, earning
US$500 million, which has de-
clined by 0.3 million tonnes com-
pared to the export volume of rice
in 2014-2015, according to the
Department of Trade Promation.
The department said this fis-
cal year is expected to meet the

estimated export volume of rice,
although 2015-2016 did not meet
the estimated export volume of
rice. Last fiscal year, Myanmar
exported $2.5 billion worth ag-
ricultural products, amounting
to $300,000 million less than the
2014-2015 fiscal year.

Myanmar produces about 13
million tonnes of rice per year.
Local consumption is about 8
million tonnes, and five million
tonnes are surplus, according to
statistics from the Ministry of
Commerce.—200

THE Dawei District Rice As-
sociation has called for the free
trade of rice without permits as
rice production in Dawei District
is not self-sufficient.

Sending rice to Dawei by
sea requires permits from both
the Taninthayi and Yangon re-
gional governments. Approval
from the Yangon government
usually takes between two
weeks and one month, said some
rice merchants from Dawei.

Rice can be loaded at the
port only after receiving a permit
from the Yangon Region govern-
ment. Trading rice by road does

not require any permits but costs
more in transportation charges,
not to mention the low volume
of trade. Besides, road transport
faces a scarcity of trucks, said U
Naing Lwin Lat, the chairman of
the Dawei District Rice Associ-
ation.

“The permit from Yangon
takes a long time, and the per-
mitted volume of rice does not
meet the local consumption of
Dawei. Sea trade is not easy in
the rainy season, rendering an
insufficient supply. It is usual
that prices rise when the supply
has declined,” he added.

Dawei rice entrepreneurs call for free trade of rice

“Free trade is required to
create a stable market for locals.
It is local consumers who suffer
when the supply does not meet
demand,” said a rice dealer.

Transporting one 112Ib
bag of rice from Yangon to Da-
wei costs K2,000 by road and
K1,600 by sea.

A total of 2,500 tonnes of
rice (around 50,000 rice bags)
are sent to Dawei every month,
according to the Dawei District
Rice Association. The demand
from Dawei has risen starting
sharply since last year.—Union
Daily

Fish farming survey
to be conducted in
Yangon and Ayeyawady

A FISH farming survey will be
conducted in Yangon and Ay-
eyawady regions this year, ac-
cording to the Myanmar Fishery
Federation (MFF).

We will organise young
locals to join awareness cours-
es to conduct surveys. Surveys
will start to be conducted in the
last week of May, said U Win
Kyaing, the general secretary of
MFF.

The survey will be funded by
USAID and LIFT. A socio-eco-
nomic consultant council organ-
ised by the President’s office con-

ducted field trips with 250 people
for fish farming in Myanmar in
cooperation with an American
university.

“We have studied how
changes effect the Myanmar fish-
ery value chain and national food
security in areas, starting from
fish farming, to the export mar-
ket,” said U Naung Lat, a fish and
prawn entrepreneur.

There are over 200,000
fish lakes throughout the coun-
try, with the total of over 800
fish lakes in Taikkyi and Okkan
townships.—200
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US, Viet Nam agree to allow Peace

Corps into Viet Nam for first time

HANOI The United
States and Viet Nam on
Tuesday signed an agree-
ment allowing the US Peace
Corps to work in the country
for the first time.

The signing, which
comes amid a historic three-
day visit by President Ba-
rack Obama, follows more
than a decade of negotiations
between the two countries to
establish a Peace Corps op-
eration in Viet Nam. The
programme, which is ex-
pected to begin over the next
two years, allows Peace
Corps volunteers to teach
English in schools in the
country’s two largest cities,
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City, said Peace Corps Di-
rector Carrie Hessler-Rade-
let, who signed the agree-
ment with Viet Nam’s
ambassador to the United
States, Pham Quang Vinh.
US Secretary of State John
Kerry, who was present for
the signing, said the agree-
ment marked a further nor-

.f‘ 1 Il'.

US Peace Corps Director Carolyn Hessler Radelet (L) and Vietnamese ambassador to the
US Pham Quang Vinh sign a document on Peace Corps Operation in Viet Nam as US
Secretary of State John Kerry (C), US ambassador to Viet Nam Ted Osius (L, standing)
and Viet Nam’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Pham Binh Minh (R, standing)
witness at the Government Guesthouse as part of the visit by US President Barack
Obama in Hanoi, Viet Nam on 24 May, 2016. PHoTo: ReUTERS

malizing of relations be-
tween the United States and
Viet Nam. “For 20 years
now we have had what we
call a normal relationship,”
said Kerry, who in 1968
served as a young US naval
officer in the Viet Nam War.

“This is normal, hav-
ing the Peace Corps being
able to move forward, hav-
ing young Americans come
here, not always young, to
be able to teach English in
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh is
the next step forward to

building the relationship
between the United States
and Viet Nam,” he added.
After the signing, Hess-
ler-Radelet turned to Kerry
saying: “You’ve waited for
this for a long time.”
—Reuters

Cambodia holds
ceremony predicting
this year’s crops

PHNOM PENH — King
Norodom Sihamoni pre-
sided over a traditional as-
trology ceremony on
Tuesday near Angkor Wat
Temple, using a pair of
royal oxen to divine this
year’s crops.

The annual ceremo-
ny, held this year in the
northern province of Siem
Reap, hometown of Ang-
kor Wat, marks the start of
the rainy season, a harbin-
ger of farm yields in the
largely agricultural nation.

Watched by King Si-
hamoni and other royals,
as well as senior govern-
ment officials, royal as-
trologer Korng Keng read
signs from the oxen based
on the food the animals
chose from a selection of
seven golden trays con-
tained rice, corn, bean,
grass, sesame, water and

rice wine.

From his observation,
Korng Keng concluded
that Cambodian farmers
this year will see very
good crops of rice, corn
and beans, the choice this
year for the royal oxen.

According to Cambo-
dian astrology, if the oxen
only pick grass for their
meal, the country may
face livestock disease or
attacks by insects on
crops.

If the oxen drink the
rice wine, political tur-
moil, warfare and violence
awaits the nation.

Cambodia’s rainy
season lasts from May
through October.

Farmers account for
about 75 per cent of
the Cambodian population
of 15 million.
—Kyodo News
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South Korea says more North Korean
restaurant workers defect from third country

SEOUL — Several more
North Korean workers have
fled their jobs in an overseas
restaurant run by the isolat-
ed North, South Korea’s
Unification Ministry said on
Tuesday after a media report
said three people had es-
caped from China and were
claiming asylum.

New Focus, a Seoul-
based website run by North
Korean  defectors  with
sources in the North, said
three workers from an un-
identified  restaurant in
Shanghai had fled to a third
country, citing an unidenti-
fied source.

South Korea’s Mun-

hwa Ilbo newspaper report-
ed earlier on Tuesday that
the workers were in Thai-
land. It also cited an uniden-
tified source.

The latest reports fol-
low the defection of 13
North Korean workers from
arestaurant run by the secre-
tive North in China in April,
a case South Korea de-
scribed as unprecedented.

North Korea has ac-
cused South Korea of a
“hideous abduction” and re-
leased interviews on state
media with the families of
some of the workers who ar-
rived in the South in the
April incident. In the latest

WA S (- >
. i il
rlﬁorth Korea'’s surveil-

lance cameras sit on the
top of a steel tower to
overlook the south, near
the truce village of
Panmunjom, South
Korea, on 30-March,
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case, South Korea’s Unifi-
cation Ministry confirmed
that some North Koreans
working in a restaurant
overseas had recently “bro-
ken away”.

An official said the
ministry could not confirm
whether they had entered
South Korea, how many
workers had defected, and
where they currently were.

The two Koreas have
remained in a technical state
of war since their 1950-53
conflict ended in a truce, not
a peace treaty. In recent
years they have been locked
in a prolonged period of
rhetoric and heightened ten-

sion. North Korea has
adopted a different strategy
on defectors under leader
Kim Jong Un, displaying
those who later defect back
to the North on state televi-
sion and bringing the fami-
lies of others to Panmunjom
on the border between the
two states. Seven of other
restaurant workers who did
not join the 13 in defecting
in April returned to Pyong-
yang and were later shown
to a CNN reporter on a trip
to North Korea.

The families of some of
the defectors were also in-
terviewed by CNN in
May.—Reuters



25 May 2016

(GLOBAL

NEW [

o MYANMAR

North Korean envoy rejects Trump overture to meet leader

GENEVA — US Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump’s proposal to meet North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un is a
“kind of propaganda or advertise-
ment” in his election race, a senior
North Korean official said on
Monday.

Trump, in a wide-ranging in-
terview with Reuters in New York
last week, said he is willing to talk
to the North Korean leader to try
to stop Pyongyang’s nuclear pro-
gramme, proposing a major shift
in US policy toward the isolated
nation.

“It is up to the decision of my
Supreme Leader whether he de-
cides to meet or not, but | think his
(Trump’s) idea or talk is non-
sense,” So Se Pyong, North Ko-
rea’s ambassador to the United
Nations in Geneva, told Reuters
on return from Pyongyang after
attending the first ruling party
congress in 36 years.

“It’s for utilization of the
presidential election, that’s all. A
kind of a propaganda or advertise-
ment,” he said. “This is useless,
just a gesture for the presidential
election.”

“There is no meaning, no sin-
cerity,” So added.

As a candidate, US President
Barack Obama made unfulfilled
campaign promises to meet the
leader of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK), he
said.

A combination photo shows a Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) handout of North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un released on 10 May 2016, and Republican US presidential candidate Donald Trump posing for a
photo after an interview with Reuters in his office in Trump Tower, in the Manhattan borough of New York City,

US, on 17 May 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

launched a long-range rocket in
February, triggering tougher inter-
national sanctions and the adop-
tion of a more hardline position by
South Korean President Park Ge-
un-hye.

So, who is also North Korea’s
ambassador to the UN-backed
Conference on Disarmament, reit-
erated that his country was pre-
pared to return to stalled six-party
talks on its nuclear programme.

South Korea and Japan reject it, he
said. “As a responsible nuclear
state ... we will never use them
first,” So said. “If the United
States use their nuclear weapons
first, then we have to use also that
one.”

“If the United States gives up
their hostile policies and changes
their attitude, then we also (can)
have relations as a normal coun-
try,” So said. “To South Korea, we

South Korea dismissed on
Monday a North Korean proposal
for military talks as *“a bogus
peace offensive” and said it was
formally rejecting the overture be-
cause it lacked a plan to end the
North’s nuclear programme.

So said that North Korea
would not share nuclear technolo-
gy with other countries. “As a re-
sponsible nuclear state, we keep
and observe the obligations of

Japan to give
$3.5m to drought-
hit Papua New
Guinea, Viet Nam

TOKYO — Japan will donate a
total of $3.5 million in emer-
gency assistance to Papua New
Guinea and Viet Nam, hit by
severe droughts due to the El
Nifio phenomenon, the Japa-
nese Foreign Ministry said on
Tuesday.

Japan will disburse $1
million to Papua New Guinea
via the World Food Pro-
gramme, a UN body, to help
with food shortages, while $2.5
million will be given to Viet
Nam through the UN Chil-
dren’s Fund to assist local peo-
ple in need of water and nutri-
tion.

Papua New Guinea and
Viet Nam are among countries
that will join an outreach ses-
sion of the Group of Seven
summit to be held in central Ja-
pan for two days from Thurs-
day.

The latest El Nifio, a
warming of sea-surface tem-
peratures in the eastern part of
the Pacific, started in summer
2014, according to the Japa-
nese weather agency. It has
triggered  heavy  rainfall,
droughts and other abnormal
weather patterns around the
world, hitting the production of

North Korea conducted a Chinaand Russia backed the idea, proposed high-level military talks non-proliferation of nuclear tech- agricultural products.
fourth nuclear test in January and  but the United States and its allies  but South Korea refused now.” nology”.—Reuters —Kyodo News
A-bomb attacks

Thali blaze victim, 10, ‘called for her
mum and dad until voice was gone’

WIANG PA PAO, (Thailand) —
A 10-year-old Thai girl called out
for her mother and father as a blaze
swept through her school dormito-
ry “until her voice was gone”, her
mother said on Tuesday.

The fire broke out late on
Sunday as the girls, aged between
five and 12, slept at a Christian

school for children of hill-tribe
families in the northern province
of Chiang Rai. Seventeen girls
died.

Investigators are looking at
the possibility of faulty lighting on
the ground floor below the dormi-
tory.

Malawian Saw-wa’s daugh-

Malawian Saw-wa, 33, (L) and Yupin Saw-wa, 28 who lost their daughters,
cry near a burnt building at the Pitakkiat Wittaya School in the northern
province of Chiang Rai, Thailand, on 23 May. PHoto: ReuTERs

ter, May, died in hospital. Her el-
der daughter survived by jumping
from a second-floor window, she
said.

“My eldest daughter said she
heard May calling for mum and
dad to help until her voice was
gone,” Malawian said.

“Never in my lifetime will |
let my daughter out of my sight.
The school must be held responsi-
ble for this. My daughter was my
heart and soul.”

Five of the victims have been
identified and police were seeking
to identify the others through
DNA tests.

Police questioned witnesses
on Tuesday, and said they had not
yet reached a conclusion on the
cause of the fire.

“We still need to gather evi-
dence from the scene first on what
caused this and whether this was
due to negligence,” said district
police chief Prayad Singsin.

A forensics officer told Reu-
ters evidence pointed to a loose
light bulb melting on the ground
floor of the two-storey building,
causing the fire that killed the girls

in the dormitory above.

Around 10 of the 19 girls that
survived slept on the school
grounds on Monday night as their
parents had yet to arrive from far-
flung areas to pick them up, said
Tuenjai Tanachaikant a local who
volunteered to help at the school
after the fire.

Some of the parents also slept
at the school where they lit incense
sticks and prayed.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha sent his condolences to the
families of the victims and the
school.

“The prime minister wanted
to sent a message to all the teach-
ers and students that the fire may
burn down the school buildings
but don’t let it burn away their
hopes,” government spokesman
Sansern Kaewkamnerd told re-
porters.

Prayuth said he had ordered
government agencies to work to
reduce the number of deadly acci-
dents in Thailand. In Bangkok on
Tuesday, a blaze at a restaurant
and bar killed two people, police
said.—Reuters

caused regrettable
humanitarian effect:
Kishida

TOKYO — Japanese Foreign
Minister Fumio Kishida said on
Tuesday the outcome of the US
atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945 was “ex-
tremely regrettable” and at odds
with the notion of humanitarian-
ism as the basis of international
law.

Kishida’s comments came
ahead of US President Barack
Obama’s planned visit to Hiro-
shima on Friday as the first sit-
ting US president to do so.

“Due to the atomic bomb-
ings, many lives have been lost
and an extremely regrettable hu-
manitarian situation was brought
about,” Kishida, a House of Rep-
resentative member from a con-
stituency in Hiroshima, told re-
porters.

“The stance of the Japanese
government has always been that
the atomic bombings do not con-
form to humanitarianism, which
constitutes a philosophical basis
of international law,” he added.

Obama is not expected to
apologize for the nuclear attacks
when he visits the western Japan
city devastated by the atomic
bombing in the final stages of
World War 11.—Kyodo News



to uproot corrupt practices. In
fact, successive governments
have taken anti-corruption
measures but all their effort
came to naught for various
reasons. One reason is that
they were very lenient in giv-
ing punishment. Another rea-
son is that they have taken ac-
tion against the people in the
lower or lowest positions,
sparing the top-ranking pub-
lic officials, or those who have
close relation with the impor-
tant persons. Last but not the
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least, authorities are very for-
giving, holding the wrong be-
lief that the public service per-
sonnel are corrupt merely
because they cannot make
ends meet with the meagre
amount of salary. In fact, this
assumption is only partially
true because there are a lot of
corrupt service personnel who
are insincere in their perfor-
mance of duties not because of
insufficient salary but because
of their avarice —their extreme
greed for wealth or material
gain. These avaricious public
officials should not be spared
if the administrative machin-

ery is wanted to run effectively
and efficiently.

In this regard, the incum-
bent government has already
submitted a bill amending an-
ti-corruption law enacted by
U Thein Sein regime to Pyithu
Hluttaw very recently to more
effectively implement an-
ti-graft and corruption meas-
ures. This is a welcoming ac-
tion as bribery, graft and
corruption pose threat to na-
tional interests. In addition, no
corrupt government is wanted
by the people. The ruling par-
ty’s loss in 2015 election can be
chiefly attributed to cases of

Mete out deterrent punishment for corruption

_ HAT people expect
Khin Maung Aye most of the incum-
bent government is

graft and corruption on the
part of public officials high
and low in rank.

Such being the case, the
new government has been de-
termined to eradicate bribery
and corruption. It is believed
that the government has a
very strong political will to
keep itself clean. This will is
reflected by cabinet members
and the people’s representa-
tives. The Global New Light of
Myanmar would like to ear-
nestly request the government
to mete out deterrent punish-
ment in cases of graft and cor-
ruption.

To Promote Human Rights is to Promote Peace

Dr. Khine Khine Win

INCE 1945, the scope of

human rights has been elab-

orated and the concept now
permeates the fabric of interna-
tional society. However, until to-
day there is no real definition or
articulation of human rights. Dif-
ferent people see human rights in
different ways. The UNOHCHR
define human rights as “Human
rights are rights inherent to all
human beings, whatever our na-
tionality, place of residence, sex,
national or ethnic origin, color,
religion, language, or any other
status. We are all equally entitled
to our human rights without dis-
crimination”. Vienna Declaration
and Program of Action (1993)
states human rights as “Human
Rights and fundamental freedoms
are the birthright of all human be-
ing”. Here we must acknowledge
that all human beings are entitled
to human rights and fundamental
freedom. No matter who you are,
where you are from and what you
do, you have rights because you
are human being. Universally
agreed four characteristics of Hu-
man Rights are Universal, Inal-
ienable, Indivisible and Interde-
pendent.

Human Rights and funda-
mental freedoms allow us to de-
velop fully and use our human
qualities, our intelligence, our
talents and our conscience and to
satisfy our spiritual and other
needs. However, without support
and encourage from government
for promotion and protection of
human rights nothing can hap-
pen. Returning once more to the
Vienna Declaration adopted by
the World Conference on Human

Rights; the first responsibility of
Governments is to promote and
protect human rights for their
peoples.

The Charter of the United
Nations is a guiding beacon along
the way to the achievement of hu-
man rights and fundamental free-
doms throughout the world. The
United Nations goal is to keep
peace in the world through inter-
national unity and collective se-
curity. In order to fulfill this goal,
the international community must

Generally Assembly in 2011 and
he said “now we have learned
that no matter how much we love
peace and hate war, we cannot
avoid having war brought upon
us if there are convulsions in oth-
er parts of the world”. The fact is
peace is hard. But our people de-
mand it. Over nearly seven dec-
ades, even as the United Nations
helped avert a third world war,
we still live in a world scarred by
conflict and plagued by poverty.
Even as we proclaim our love for

of United Nations, in 1948 the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, UDHR was come out
which is the important document
in the history of human rights and
is the world’s first declaration
that recognizes that all human be-
ing must enjoy their human rights
and fundamental freedoms. Indu-
bitably, it provides a value frame-
work of human rights which
many subsequent documents ex-
pand into legally binding texts.
However, until today people in

‘ ‘ It provides a value framework of human rights which many
subsequent documents expand into legally binding texts. However,
until today people in all over the world have not always had their
basic rights due to many reasons: political, impunity, conflicts,
poverty and culture etc. In recent decades, armed conflicts have
blighted the lives of millions of civilians. Without doubt, conflicts
weigh heavily on men, women, child, old-person, disable person and
they suffer negative impacts on economically and socially. Conflict is
not just violation of right to life; it is a breeding ground for mass
human rights violations too. If there is conflict, it is hard to bring
human rights and freedom.

treat human rights globally in a
fair and equal manner, on the
same footing and with the same
emphasis. Without peace there is
no human rights and no peace.
Peace and freedom cannot be en-
sured as long as fundamental hu-
man rights are violated. Similar-
ly, there cannot be peace and
stability as long as there are op-
pression and suppression.

U.S President Mr. Obama
made remarks at United Nations

peace and our hatred of war, there
are still convulsions in our world
that endanger us all. Although
this remark was made since five
years ago, my personal view is
that it is true till now. Based on
his remark, if getting peace is
hard, it is hard to bring human
rights and freedom, too. There is
a role of human rights here. Last-
ing peace cannot be realized
without respect for human rights.

Three years after the forming

all over the world have not al-
ways had their basic rights due to
many reasons: political, impuni-
ty, conflicts, poverty and culture
etc. In recent decades, armed
conflicts have blighted the lives
of millions of civilians. Without
doubt, conflicts weigh heavily on
men, women, child, old-person,
disable person and they suffer
negative impacts on economical-
ly and socially. Conflict is not
just violation of right to life; it is

a breeding ground for mass hu-
man rights violations too. If there
is conflict, it is hard to bring hu-
man rights and freedom.

Germany Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier made a
speech on 28th Session on UN
Human Rights Council in 2015
and in his speech he said “We
cannot have human rights with-
out peace and conflict resolution.
But the reverse also holds true:
peace can never be assured with-
out respect for human rights.”
Again Mr. Steinmeier said how
impossible it was to talk about
the global human rights situation
without mentioning the key trou-
ble spots in world politics.

To date, there are many peo-
ple who fight for their rights in all
over the world. Here, bear in
mind that human Rights is not a
political tool pushing to the cor-
ner, the Human Rights situation
should be improved by the people
themselves, through a bottom up
approach. Third parties can only
facilitate a peaceful atmosphere
and occasions, so that respective
Nations are willing to engage
themselves to improve their own
human rights situation. In order
to become a peaceful world, we
must cultivate peace, reduce and
combat violence and insecurity,
encourage government to im-
prove human rights situation of
their own country are essential.
As global citizens, it is the re-
sponsibility of all of us, to do our
part to make the world a better
place.

To promote human rights is
to promote peace. Work for hu-
man rights is inextricably linked
with work for peace and security,

no doubt.
*kkkk
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Fauna & Flora International (FFI) and Myanmar’s Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environmental Conservation are developing policies to mainstream biodiversity
conservation into plans and practices for the cement industry.
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ON 11 May, the first ‘karst (lime-
stone) ecosystem conservation’
stakeholder workshop, including
forestry, environmental conserva-
tion, mining and heavy industry
departments, cement companies
and civil society organisations
convened to ensure that policies,
plans and practices for limestone
quarrying by the cement industry
include appropriate safeguards
for karst ecosystems.

Limestone is a key raw ma-
terial for the cement industry.
Considering Myanmar’s rapid
urban growth and the growing
demand for cement to feed road
and building construction, the de-
velopment of quarries and cement
companies is expected to acceler-
ate, with foreign investment in the
sector increasing.

The environmental impact
of quarrying limestone has rare-
ly been adequately assessed, not
only in Myanmar, but across the
world. The special nature and
concerns of limestone areas have
not been taken into account. The
biodiversity of limestone eco-
systems, both surface and cave
systems, is highly characteristic
and restricted, comprising species
able to cope with the extremely
alkaline environment, species that
can endure dry soil and rock con-
ditions, and species confined to
caves. Some species are confined
to a single limestone hill or cave
system, the quarrying of which
can lead rapidly to global species
extinction.

:
]
:
1 s
A
M—- S
o

- -

Some of the cave species
have significant economic value
and provide outstanding envi-
ronmental services. For example,
swiftlets found on the limestone
islands of the Myeik archipelago
produce edible nests, while large
colonies of cave bats feed on
millions of insects every night in
the surrounding agricultural land-
scapes, thus helping to control
pests in thousands of hectares of
paddy fields.

The extraordinary bumble-
bee bat, the smallest bat in the
world weighing no more than two
grams, occurs in very few caves
in Mon and Kayin states, as well
as adjacent sites in Thailand.

Myanmar’s caves also have
tremendous archaeological and
cultural value; the Padah Lin har-
bours remnants of Neolithic cul-
ture, including 13,000-year-old
rock paintings of human hands
and animals. Other caves host im-
portant historic Buddhist temples
such as the Pindaya caves temple
with Buddha images dating back
to the late 18th century. The caves
remain an important pilgrimage
site even today. Without doubt
there are unknown and hidden
caves in Myanmar that could hold
enormous interest related to My-
anmar’s rich heritage.

Important  limestone and
cave areas in Myanmar are locat-
ed mainly in Shan, Kayah, Kay-
in states, and in Mandalay and
Taninthayi Regions.

In the workshop, participants

identified several recommenda-

tions and actions for mainstream-

ing karst biodiversity conserva-
tion into the cement sector:

1. Develop guidelines for En-
vironmental Impact Assess-
ments for limestone quarries;

2. Designate and protect key
limestone biodiversity areas
for protected area designa-
tion (e.g. Wildlife Sanctu-
ary) or management as local
nature monuments (e.g. cave
management by local mon-
astery);

3. Develop best practices for
biodiversity conservation for
limestone quarry plans and
operations;

4. Pilot best practices for lime-
stone ecosystem conserva-
tion at private sector and
state-owned cement compa-

ny quarries.
Cement companies can
completely destroy limestone

ecosystems and cause global spe-
cies extinction. However, if the
government develops adequate
EIA and planning procedures that
identify and avoid areas of high
limestone biodiversity for the de-
velopment of limestone quarries,
and if the cement industry ap-
plies best practices in limestone
quarrying, Myanmar can still
safeguard the outstanding natural
and cultural heritage of its unique
limestone landscapes.” says Fau-
na & Flora International’s Myan-
mar Programme Director, Frank
Momberg.—GNLM
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Can Myanmar’s cement industry contribute to the
conservation of biodiversity in limestone karst areas?

LOCAL NEWS 9

UnlesshYoulWantjtolEellow,

thelRight atithe]Right

If you devote the whole day heedlessly,
To indulging the Five Senses insatiably,
You will miss the Nibbana surely.

Then you will just be adrift aimlessly,

In the Four Woeful Planes blindfoldedly.

And you will sink deep in the Hell disastrously,

Without the chance of bobbing your head up momentarily.
You yourself should shun sensibly,

The way to such a lengthy plunge mindfully.

Your folly grows in the light of the Desana constantly.

If you discard your innate greed totally,

And mend your way really,

Eternal bliss will accrue to you with certainty.

Alas! If you don’t want to follow the Right Path at the right mo-
ment,

Will there be anyone else more foolish than you?

If you don’t want to strive hard at the right moment,
Will there be anyone else more fallible than you?

If you don’t want to wriggle free at the right moment,
Will there be anyone else more losing than you?

Translated by Dr. Saw Mra Aung
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BFM funds Kyaw Thu Parahita Network to
carry out further social welfare activities

KANBAWZA Brighter Future
Myanmar (BFM) donated K500
million to the Kyaw Thu Parahita
Network yesterday to speed up
effective social welfare activities
in the country.

At a ceremony held at the
Jasmine Palace Hotel in Yan-
gon yesterday, Daw Nang Leng
Kham, Chairperson of the foun-
dation, donated K50 million each
to the Free Funeral Service So-
ciety (Yangon) and Maha Pani-
ta Parahita Pagoda, K20 million

each to the Home for the Aged
Artists and parahita societies of
the Kyawthu Parahita Network
and K15 million each to the other
24 Parahita societies to aid their
social welfare activities.
“Today’s donations are
aimed at assisting social welfare
societies across the country to be
able to carry out their activities
effectively,” said U Nyo Myint,
Senior Executive Director of the
KBZ Group of Companies Ltd.
Since its establishment in

2007, BFM has funded social
welfare activities in the religion,
education, health and sports sec-
tors.

Currently BFM is imple-
menting the water supply pro-
ject, supplying drinking water to
people facing water scarcity na-
tionwide with the use of 43 water
tankers, digging tube wells and
building water supply facilities.

BFM has spent more than K1
billion so far on social welfare
activities to date. —GNLM
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Daw Nang Lang Kham presents cash donation to Kyaw Thu Parahita
Network through \ U Kyaw Thu. PHoto: KBZ
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Greece starts clearing makeshift
migrant camp on border

e RS

A refugee family carry iheir belongings during a poliée operation at a refugee camp at the border between
Greece and Macedonia, near the village of Idomeni, Greece, on 24 May 2016. P+Hoto: REUTERS

IDOMENI, (Greece) — Greek
police started moving migrants
and refugees out of a sprawling
tent camp on the sealed northern
border with Macedonia on Tues-
day where thousands have been
stranded for months trying to get
into western Europe.

Reuters witnesses saw sev-
eral bus loads of migrants leaving
the makeshift camp of Idomeni
early on Tuesday morning, with
about another dozen buses lined
up. It appeared to be mainly fami-
lies who were on the move.

Greek authorities said they
planned to move individuals grad-
ually to state-supervised facilities
further south in an operation ex-
pected to last several days.

“The evacuation is progress-
ing without any problem,” said

Giorgos Kyritsis, a government
spokesman for the migrant crisis.

A Reuters witness on the
Macedonian side of the border
said there was a heavy police
presence in the area but no prob-
lems were reported as people with
young children packed up huge
bags with their belongings.

Media on the Greek side of
the border were kept at a distance
and a group of people dressed as
clowns waved balloon hearts and
animals as the buses drove past.

“Those who pack their be-
longings will leave, because we
want this issue over with. Ideally
by the end of the week. We hav-
en’t put a strict deadline on it, but
more or less that is what we esti-
mate,” Kyritsis told Reuters.

At the latest tally, 8,199 peo-

ple were camped at Idomeni after
a cascade of border shutdowns
throughout the Balkans in Febru-
ary barred migrants and refugees
from central and northern Europe.
More than 12,000 lived in the
camp at one point.

The International Rescue
Committee’s country director, Pa-
nos Navrozidis, said that on-site
pre-registration had proved a good
incentive for refugees to leave Ido-
meni although the asylum process
remained “inadequate and slow”.

Railway tracks between
Greece and Macedonia have been
blocked by migrants for weeks,
forcing trains to switch routes
through Bulgaria further to the
east. Some goods wagons have
been stranded on the tracks for
weeks.—Reuters

Russia, Ukraine commit to Minsk
accords in call with France, Germany

BERLIN — The leaders of
Russia and Ukraine discussed
with German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and the French President
preparations to hold elections in
an eastern Ukrainian area hit by a
pro-Russian insurrection, accord-
ing to the german government.

Progress on implementing
the Minsk peace accords, nego-
tiated by Berlin and Paris, has
stalled. The elections are a key
step in the agreement designed to
end a conflict that has killed more
than 9,000 people since April,
2014. Moscow and Kiev accuse
each other of failing to stick to
the deal, which also includes re-
storing Kiev’s control over the
whole border with Russia and the
withdrawal of heavy weaponry
from the conflict zone.

“In the centre of the consul-
tations were security questions
and the preparations for local
elections in the conflict areas in
eastern Ukraine,” said German
government spokesman Steffen
Seibert in a statement.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko gestures during a news
conference in Kiev, Ukraine, in 14 January, 2016. PHoTo: ReuTERS

“The participants on the call
agreed to intensify their coop-
eration in both areas to swiftly
achieve progress.”

The EU imposed sanctions
on Russia after Moscow annexed
Crimea from Ukraine in March
2014 and stepped them up later
that year when pro-Russian re-
bels seized territory and fought
Ukrainian troops in eastern
Ukraine. Russia denies Western
accusations it has supplied equip-

ment and troops to the rebels.

The conference call, in-
cluding Merkel, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko and
France’s Francois Hollande took
place late on Monday.

In a constellation called
the Normandy Format, Ger-
many and France have repeat-
edly tried to push Russia and
Ukraine towards resolving the
conflict.—Reuters
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Clinton turns down Fox News offer to debate
Sanders again

WASHINGTON — Hillary Clinton, the front-runner in the race for
the Democratic presidential nomination, turned down on Monday an
invitation by Fox News to debate rival Bernie Sanders in California,
despite having agreed previously to a debate in May.

“We believe that Hillary Clinton’s time is best spent campaigning
and meeting directly with voters across California and preparing for a
general election campaign that will ensure the White House remains in
Democratic hands,” her campaign said in a statement.

Sanders had already agreed to participate in the event to be hosted
by Fox News, following a series of heated exchanges during their fifth
debate in April in New York.

“l am disappointed but not surprised by Secretary Clinton’s un-
willingness to debate before the largest and most important primary in
the presidential nominating process,” Sanders said in a statement.

The US senator from VVermont has remained steadfast in his long-
shot battle with Clinton for the Democratic nomination for the 8 No-
vember presidential election, although he lags her in the delegate count
with only a few state contests remaining.

“Naturally, Fox News is disappointed that Secretary Clinton has
declined our debate invitation,” Bill Sammon, Fox News vice presi-
dent and Washington managing editor, said in a statement, “especially
given that the race is still contested and she had previously agreed to a
final debate before the California primary.” California holds its prima-
ry on 7 June.—Reuters

Italy helps rescue 2,600 migrants
from sea in 24 hours

ROME — Italian vessels have helped rescue more than 2,600 migrants
from boats trying to reach Europe from North Africa in the last 24
hours, the coastguard said on Monday, indicating that numbers are ris-
ing as the weather warms up.

Some 2,000 migrants were rescued off the Libyan coast from 14
rubber dinghies and one larger boat in salvage operations by the Italian
navy and coastguard, the medical charity Medecins Sans Frontieres
and an Irish navy vessel, the coastguard said.

Another 636 migrants were rescued from two boats in Maltese
waters, in operations involving Maltese and Italian vessels, it said. It
gave no information about the nationalities of those saved.

More than 31,000 migrants have reached Italy by boat so far this
year, slightly fewer than in the same period of 2015.

Humanitarian organisations say the sea route between Libya and
Italy is now the main route for asylum seekers heading for Europe,
after an EU deal on migrants with Turkey dramatically slowed the flow
of people reaching Greece.—Reuters

Quake shakes southern Mexico, no
immediate reports of damage

MEXICO CITY — An earthquake struck on land near the southwest-
ern coast of Mexico on Monday, earthquake monitoring institutes said,
but there were no immediate reports of major damages or injuries.

The quake was centred 36 kilometres (22 miles) northwest of Ar-
riaga, a city in the southern state of Chiapas.

Mexico’s Seismological Institute reported the quake with a mag-
nitude of 5.7, while the US Geological Survey put it at 5.2 and at a
depth of 120.5 km (74.9 miles).—Reuters

Thailand produces less longan due to
severe droughts

BANGKOK — Thailand is producing less longan either for export
or domestic market this year, primarily due to severe droughts, said
a government official on Tuesday.

Several northern provinces of the country are expected to yield
a combined 473,000 tons of longan throughout this year, accounting
for a 13 per cent drop from last year, said Anusorn Pornchai, head of
the Office of Agricultural Economics’ Chiang Mai provincial branch.

The decline in total longan volume is largely caused by droughts
throughout northern Thailand, especially in Chiang Mai province
where about 4,500 acres of longan plantations have been found crit-
ically damaged by droughts, the official said.

That included a large number of longan trees which have al-
ready dried up standing due to severe lack of water for several weeks.

Harvest season on an estimated 320,000 acres of longan plan-
tations in Chiang Mai and other northern provinces is not expected
until August, he said.—Xinhua
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Syrian Kurds point finger at Western-backed opposition

’!

PARIS — The main West-
ern-backed Syrian opposition has
gained little by demanding the
fall of President Bashar al-Assad
other than fuelling killings and
the refugee crisis, a senior official
from Syrian’s northern Kurdish
region said on Monday.

Syrian Kurds and their allies
are finalizing plans for an auton-
omous political federation in the
northern part of the country. They
are pressing ahead despite the ob-
jections of foreign governments
which fear Syria’s disintegration
and alarm from neighboring Tur-
key, which fears a growing Kurd-
ish sway in Syria is fuelling sep-
aratism among its own minority
Kurds.

While talks to end the five-
year conflict in Syria struggle,
the plans are taking shape inde-
pendently of United Nations-led
diplomacy and creating facts on
the ground in an area of the coun-
try known in Kurdish as Rojava.

“The problem is not the fall
of Assad or people that are ruling,
but changing (the) system,” Si-
nam Mohamed, a member of the
Syrian Kurdish Democratic Un-
ion (PYD) told reporters in Paris.

Participants pose for a picture

during a ceremony opening a

representative office of Syrian Kurdistan in Moscow, Russia, on 10

February 2016. PHoto: ReuTers

“It’s not matter of fighting
Assad or not. It’s how do you
change the system from a dicta-
torship into a democratic system
in Syria. Look at the other op-
position, they called for the fall
of Assad, but they have gained
nothing but killing and many
refugees,” she said.

The PYD has been left out
of the faltering Geneva peace
process, where the main West-
ern, Arab and Turkish-backed

High Negotiations Committee
(HNC) opposition group has
suspended its participation af-
ter it accused the government
of breaking a fragile truce and
blocking aid to besieged areas.

The HNC, which does in-
clude Kurdish groups, has ac-
cused the PYD and its allies of
tacitly supporting Assad.

Sinam Mohamed is co-
chair of the alliance led by the
PYD. It controls an uninterrupt-

ed stretch of 400 km (250 miles)
along the Syrian-Turkish border
from the Euphrates River to the
frontier with Irag, where Iraqi
Kurds have enjoyed autonomy
since the early 1990s. They also
hold a separate section of the
northwestern border in the Afrin
area.

She was speaking after open-
ing a fourth overseas representa-
tive office for Rojava following
similar moves in Moscow, Berlin
and Stockholm. She said they
aimed at giving the Syrian Kurds
a voice overseas and promoting
them as the best military force to
defeat Islamic State militants in
Syria.

“Qur priority is to defeat ter-
rorism and build stability in Syr-
ia,” Mohamed said.

The French foreign ministry
said it did not recognize the legit-
imacy of the Kurdish represent-
ative office. However, France is
part of the US-led coalition that is
carrying out air strikes in support
of the PYD’s military wing, the
YPG, and groups fighting with it
as they make advances toward Is-
lamic State’s bastion of Ragqga.—
Reuters

Hardliner elected
as head of Iran’s
top clerical body

TEHRAN — A powerful an-
ti-Western cleric was chosen on
Tuesday as the head of Iran’s
new Assembly of Experts, in
a sign that hardliners are still
in firm control of the body in
charge of choosing the next su-
preme leader.

Ahmad Jannati, 90, is a an
outspoken critic of President
Hassan Rouhani and his attempts
to end Iran’s global isolation by
normalising ties with the West.

The 88-member assembly,
consisting mostly of elderly
clerics, is expected to choose
the successor to supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
is 77 and rumoured to be in frail
health. The supreme leader has
the final say on all state mat-
ters, including foreign policy.
He is commander-in-chief of
the armed forces and appoints
the heads of the judiciary, state
broadcasting and major econom-
ic conglomerates. By compari-
son, the president has little pow-
er.—Reuters

Iraq forces shell Falluja for second
day; UN concerned for civilians

BAGHDAD — Iraqi forces shelled
Islamic State targets in Falluja on
Tuesday, the second day of an as-
sault to retake the militant strong-
hold just west of Baghdad.

As the government sought to
ease international concerns about
the risk to civilians, residents in the
city, 50 km (30 miles) west of the
capital, reported sporadic shelling
around the city centre, but said it
was less intense than on Monday.

“No one can leave. It’s dan-
gerous. There are snipers every-
where along the exit routes,” one
resident told Reuters by internet.

Some 100,000 civilians are
estimated to be in Falluja which,
in January 2014, became the first
Iraqi city to be captured by Islamic
State, six months before the group
declared its caliphate. The popula-
tion was three times bigger before
the war.

The Iragi military said it had
dislodged the militants from Gar-
ma, a village east of the city, over-
night. No casualties were reported

by the army or the city’s main hos-
pital. On Monday, eight civilians
and three militants were killed, and
25 people wounded, 20 of them ci-
vilians, according to the hospital.

The United Nations and the
International Committee of the
Red Cross issued statements on
Monday evening appealing for the
warring parties to protect civilians,
who have limited access to food,
water and healthcare.

Prime  Minister ~ Haider
al-Abadi told Iragi TV that the
armed forces had been “instructed
to preserve the lives of citizens in
Falluja and protect public and pri-
vate property.” Abadi ordered the
offensive despite concerns that it
could divert resources from a push
later this year to retake Mosul, Is-
lamic State’s de facto capital, and
in the face of months of political
chaos since his plan to appoint a
cabinet of independent ministers
— in a bid to fight corruption and
patronage — was blocked by par-
liament.—Reuters

Members of the Iraqi security forces load a machine gun near Falluja,
Irag, on 23 May. PHoto: ReuTERS
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Syrian army soldiers inspect the damage
after explosions hit the Syrian city of
Tartous, on 23 May, 2016. PHoto: Reuters

Ruésia has special responsibility to
push Syria to stop attacks — US

WASHINGTON — The United
States said it was not discussing
joint air strikes with Russia on
Monday and called on Moscow
to press Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad’s government to cease
air strikes against opposition
forces in Aleppo and the Damas-
cus suburbs.

“We’re not looking at joint
operations,” said State Depart-
ment spokesman Mark Toner.
“We’re discussing with them
proposals for sustainable mech-
anisms to better monitor and en-
force the cessation of hostilities
— we’re not talking about joint
operations.”

Toner said the United States
was concerned about an uptick

in violence in Syria — by both
Islamic State and Assad’s forces
— and said Russia had a special
responsibility to press the Syrian
leader to end attacks and strikes
that kill civilians.

The Syrian government
needs to recognise that “if this
keeps up, we may be looking at
a complete breakdown” of the
cessation of hostilities, Toner
said. A truce brokered by the
United States and Russia in Feb-
ruary has been unravelling for
weeks.

Washington urged the As-
sad regime to end its escalating
attacks on Aleppo and Daraya,
as well as besieging towns and
obstructing humanitarian access,

the department said.

“Secretary Kerry raised
these concerns in a call with Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Lavrov
earlier today and urged him to
press the regime to cease at once
airstrikes against opposition
forces and innocent civilians in
Aleppo and the Damascus sub-
urbs,” the State Department said
in a statement.

Islamic State claimed re-
sponsibility for bombs that
killed nearly 150 people and
wounded at least 200 in Jableh
and Tartous on Syria’s Mediter-
ranean coast on Monday in the
government-controlled territo-
ry that hosts a Russian military
base.—Reuters
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French police break up refinery blockade in anti-reform showdown

MARSEILLE/PARIS —
French police using water
cannon and tear gas broke
up a strike picket that was
blocking access to a large oil
refinery in the southern port
area of Marseille on Tuesday
in a government versus un-
ion showdown over contest-
ed labor law reforms.

The police operation
outside the Fos-sur-Mer
refinery, which belongs to
US-based Exxon Mobil
Corp, took place as scores of
fuel stations ran dry and the
government warned the in-
dustrial action would not be
tolerated.

“Enough is enough,”
said Prime Minister Manuel
Valls, who warned the hard-
line CGT labour union be-
hind other pickets attempting
to choke off fuel supply sites
would also be dealt with “ex-
tremely firmly”.

The pre-dawn police
operation marked an escala-
tion in the standoff between
President Francois Hol-
lande’s government and the
CGT, which is organizing
rolling strikes at oil refiner-
ies, ports and railways.

“We’ll see this through
to the finish, to withdrawal
of the labor law,” said CGT
leader boss Philippe Mar-
tinez. “This is a government
which has turned its back on
its promises and we are now
seeing the consequences.”
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near Marseille, France, on 24 May 2016 with France’s hardline CGT and FO unions toughening their stance against labour
market reforms. PHoto: REUTERS

At issue a year from
presidential and legislative
elections is a reform Hol-
lande hopes will encourage
new jobs and help tackle an
unemployment rate stuck
near 10 per cent.

Opponents, including
the CGT and a youth protest
movement, say the reform
will unravel some of the

most protective labor regu-
lations in the euro zone, al-
lowing firms to lay off staff
more easily in hard econom-
ic times and by providing
further exemptions from
national rules on pay and
working conditions.

The dispute has shone
a spotlight on the battle for
influence within the CGT,

once France’s biggest trade
union group but an organisa-
tion whose power has shown
signs of waning.

Martinez  has little
choice but to pursue a strat-
egy of brinkmanship and
high-profile protests, indus-
trial relations analysts say,
due to internal upheavals in
which hardliners have got

the upper hand at the union.

The pickets around
fuel supply depots started
to bite last weekend, spark-
ing rationing at many of the
roughly 12,000 petrol sta-
tions nationwide in response
to delivery problems and a
surge in demand due to pan-
ic-buying by motorists.

As of Monday, more

than 500 of oil firm Total
S.A’s 2,200 petrol stations
had either partly or com-
pletely run out of fuel.

Emergency stocks are
sufficient to keep the coun-
try’s fuel stations in opera-
tion for up to two months if
the government chose to tap
into those supplies, but Valls
had already warned that the
pickets would not be tolerat-
ed for long.

Emmanuel Lepine of
the CGT union said about
40 busloads of riot police
took part in an operation “of
unprecedented  violence”
outside the Fos-sur-Mer re-
finery. The CGT announced
that strikes had now spread
to all eight of France’s refin-
eries. “Output is going to fall
by at least 50 percent,” said
Lepine.

The CGT has also
called weekly strikes on the
SNCF state railways and
an open-ended strike on the
Paris underground and sub-
urban commuter train net-
works from June 2, a week
before the Euro 2016 soc-
cer tournament opens. The
CGT’s Martinez accused the
government of “playing a
dangerous game” by refus-
ing to back down on a reform
that has triggered waves of
street protests by hundreds
of thousands of opponents in
the three months since it was
hatched.—Reuters

Far right narrowly defeated in Austrian
presidential election

VIENNA — Austria came
close to becoming the first
European Union country to
elect a far-right head of state
as postal ballots on Mon-
day decided a knife-edge
presidential vote in favor of
the anti-immigration candi-
date’s environmentalist op-
ponent.

The results were await-
ed nervously by govern-
ments across Europe, where
populist  anti-immigration
parties have surged over the
past year on concerns over
a refugee influx, continued
weak economic growth and
high unemployment.

After the election was
too close to call on Sunday,
a count of absentee votes on
Monday thrust 72-year-old
Alexander van der Bellen
past anti-immigration Free-
dom Party rival Norbert
Hofer and into the largely
ceremonial post of president.

The Freedom Party and
its European allies expressed
disappointment at the defeat
but delight at the record sup-
port from Austrian voters,
while traditional parties of
government breathed a sigh
of relief.

“Fifty per cent confi-
dence in Norbert Hofer is
a gigantic showing,” his
campaign manager Herbert
Kickl told public broadcast-
er ORF, toning down com-
ments before the election
that suggested the Freedom
Party (FPO) might contest
the count.

“One thing is clear:
there are many Norbert
Hofers in the Freedom Party
and we are very, very well
placed for parliamentary
elections — whenever they
come,” he added.

The Interior Ministry

count gave van der Bellen,
a former Greens party lead-
er, 50.3 per cent of the vote,
compared to 49.7 per cent
for Hofer. The margin of
victory was just over 31,000
out of nearly 4.5 million
valid votes cast.

One factor behind the
strong FPO showing was
dissatisfaction with the two
centrist parties that have
dominated politics in Aus-
tria, often by governing in
coalition, as they do now,
and carving up top institu-
tions between them over the
decades.—Reuters

Alexander Van der Bellen, a former leader of the leftist
Greens party now running as an independent, waves to
supporters as he arrives for his final election rally ahead
of Austrian presidential election in Vienna, Austria, May 20,
2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

South Africa’s Zuma appeals against
corruption charges ruling

PRETORIA — South Afri-
can President Jacob Zuma is
appealing against a court rul-
ing that corruption charges
against him should be rein-
stated, his office said.

“The President believes
that the decision of the Court
affects him directly and is of
a strong view that the Court
erred in several respects
in its decision,” it said in a

statement released late on
Monday.

The Pretoria High Court
last month ordered a review
of a 2009 decision by the
National Prosecuting Au-
thority to set aside hundreds
of charges against Zuma,
terming it “irrational”.

Zuma’s office said the
court made a mistake in
saying the National Director

of Public Prosecutions was
not entitled to terminate a
prosecution on the basis of
misconduct and abuse of the
process.

“President Zuma be-
lieves that the appeal raises
important issues of law and
fact and also believes that
the appeal has reasonable
prospects of success,” the
Presidency said.—Reuters

Sr.No Tender No

1) IFB-008(16-17)

2 IFB-009(16-17)

(3) DMP/L-007(16-17)

Tender Closing Date & Time -

Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from
23™ May, 2016 at the Finance Department , Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise, No(44)
Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY
MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER))

(712016)

Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United
States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.

Description

Piston Rubbers for F-1600 Rig Pump
Ex ZJ 70 L Drilling Rigs (3) Items
4” ERW Steel Line Pipe, API 5L, Grade A

10,000 MTR

Server Computer (DAQ) and UPS (2 KW) Ks

(2) Items

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph.+95 67 - 411097 / 411206

16-6-2016, 16:30 Hr

Remark
US$

Uss$
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EgyptAir remains point to blast, no
explosives traces so far — forensics

CAIRO — Human remains
retrieved from the crashed
EgyptAir flight suggest
that there was an explo-
sion on board the plane,
although no traces of ex-
plosives have been detect-
ed, an Egyptian forensics
official and investigation
sources said on Tuesday.

The official based his
assessment on the small
size of body parts so far
recovered from the Medi-
terranean Sea, where Egyp-
tAir flight 804 crashed on
Thursday.

“The size of the re-
mains points towards an
explosion, the biggest part
was the size of a palm,”
the forensics official said,
adding that about 23 bags
of body parts had been col-
lected since Sunday.

However, another sen-
ior forensics official said
only a tiny number of re-
mains had arrived so far
and it was too early to spec-
ify whether there had been
an explosion aboard.

Recovered debris of the EgyptAir jet that crashed in the Mediterranean Sea is seen in this
handout image released on 21 May 2016 by Egypt’s military. PHoto: ReuTERS

French  investigators
say the plane sent a series
of warnings indicating that
smoke had been detected
on board as well as other
possible computer faults
shortly before it disap-
peared.

The signals did not
indicate what may have
caused smoke, and avia-
tion experts have said that
neither deliberate sabotage
nor a technical fault could
be ruled out.

Investigators rely on

debris, bags and clothes
as well as chemical anal-
ysis to detect the imprints
of an explosion, accord-
ing to people involved in
two previous probes where
deliberate blasts were in-
volved.—Reuters

WORLD 13

Chinese

peacekeeping
contingent ends its
mission in Mali

BAMAKO — China’s
contribution to peace
and stability in Mali has
been hailed at the end of
the mission of its third
contingent of 395 peace-
keepers that it deployed
to the West African na-
tion.

“Chinese peacekeep-
ers have boarded a plane
back to China, happy that
they have accomplished
their mission of sup-
porting Mali in restoring
peace,” a statement from
the UN Peacekeeping
Mission in Mali (Ml-
NUSMA) said on Mon-
day.

They have been re-
placed by peacekeepers
of the fourth contingent.

Mohamed EI-Amine
Souef, head of the UN
mission in northern Mali
town of Gao, gave each
of the departing peace-
keepers a “certificate

of appreciation” for the
contribution they made
in the last 12 months in
Gao region, the statement
revealed.

The statement added
that Souef had not only
hailed China’s support
for peace and stabiliza-
tion in Mali, but also its
important role at the UN
Security Council.

Prior to the departure
of the contingent, a high
level Chinese military
delegation led by Col. Li
Xinhua visited MINUS-
MA offices to evaluate
the contribution and work
accomplished by the said
contingent in Mali.

“On behalf of the
Chinese government, we
thank you for the recog-
nition of the contribution
made by Chinese peace-
keepers,” Li said after
receiving the certificate
of appreciation.—Xinhua

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV ANAN BHUM VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV ANAN
BHUM VOY NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 25.5.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV MCC MERGUI VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MCC
MERGUI VOY NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 25.5.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT
(S’PORE) PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV KOTA HASIL VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA
HASIL VOY NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 25.5.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV BC SANFRANCISCO VOY NO (030W)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV BC
SANFRANCISCO VOY NO (030W) are hereby
notified that the vessel will be arriving on 25.5.2016
and cargo will be discharged into the premises of M.1.P
where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses
and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port
of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ORIENT OVERSEA
CONTAINER LINES

Phone No: 2301185

TRADEMARK CAUTION

KABUSHIKI KAISHA REGAL CORPORATION, a
company registered under the laws of JAPAN, which is
located at 2-1-8, Hinode, Urayasu-shi, Chiba, Japan, is the
sole owner of the following trademark:

KENFORD

Reg. No. 5029/2016
In respect of Class 25: Footwear.

KABUSHIKI KAISHA REGAL CORPORATION
claims the trademark rightand other relevant Intellectual
Property right for the mark as mentioned above.
KABUSHIKI KAISHA REGAL CORPORATION reserves
the rights to take legal measures against any infringer who
violates its Intellectual Property or other legal rights in
accordance with the concerned laws of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar.

Daw May Thwe Hlaing, LL.B., LL.M., (H.G.P.)

For KABUSHIKI KAISHA REGAL CORPORATION
Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Ltd. No. 1608, 16" Floor,
Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada
Township, Yangon, Myanmar

Email address: myanmar@tilleke.com

Date: 25.5.2016

ADVERTISE WITH US!

- We are Myanmar’s highest-
circulating English language
daily newspaper

- We offer competitive ad rates

- Your ad will be seen by a wide
and influential readership

Email: subscription@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com
Phone: 09 250107962, 09 251022355
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Philippine actress’s win at Cannes
‘providential’ for Duterte’s drug fight

MANILA — Philippine Presi-
dent-elect Rodrigo Duterte’s vow
to root out crime and drug abuse
will get a boost from the country’s
first-time acting win at the Cannes
Film Festival for a drama on a
small-time drug dealer, a senator
and anti-crime advocate said.

Filipino actress Jaclyn Jose
won Best Actress for her role in
“Ma’ Rosa”, a brutal dive into the
Manila underworld directed by
Brillante Mendoza.

“It will strengthen the fight,”
Senator Vicente Sotto III, who
used to head the policymaking
Dangerous Drugs Board under
the Office of the president, told
Reuters.

“It’s not only coincidental,
but it’s providential,” said Dante
Jimenez, head of Volunteers
Against Crime and Corruption,
of Jose’s win in a film that tackles
drugs and how to eradicate them.

Set in Manila’s slums, “Ma’
Rosa” tells the story of Rosa Rey-
es, portrayed by the 52-year-old
Jose, who owns a small store and
sells drugs with her husband to
make ends meet.

Both are detained at a police
station after their home is raided,
leaving their three children to find
the money needed to pay off cor-
rupt police officers in order to free
their parents.

It was the first acting honour
for the Philippines at Cannes, and

Actress Jaclyn Jose (L), Best Actress award winner for her role in the film “Ma’ Rosa”, reacts on stage next
to her daughter actress Andi Eigenmann during the closing ceremony of the 69™ Cannes Film Festival in
Cannes, France, on 22 May 2016. PHoto: ReUTERS

also the first international win
for Jose. Mendoza, 55, won the
Best Director award at Cannes in
2009 for “Kinatay”.

Jose’s victory comes weeks
before Duterte is sworn as the

Philippines’ 16"  president.
Duterte, who vowed to crush
crime, corruption and drug

abuse, has a huge lead over his
rivals in an unofficial vote count

by an election commission-ac-
credited watchdog of the 9 May
election.

Citing a government report,
Jimenez, whose own brother
was killed by a drug syndicate in
1990, said 93 percent of the Phil-
ippines’ 42,000 villages were
“drug-infested”.

Duterte, who is pushing to
reimpose the death penalty by

hanging, promised to wipe out
drugs and criminality within six
months of taking office.
Duterte’s often outrageous
comments have won him huge
support and his tirades about kill-
ing criminals and a joke about a
murdered rape victim do not ap-
pear to have dented his populari-
ty in the largely Roman Catholic
country.—Reuters

Drake holds off
Beyonce for top
spot on Billboard
album chart

LOS ANGELES R&B
artist Drake held his spot atop
the weekly US Billboard 200 al-
bum chart on Monday, keeping
Beyonce from the coveted No 1
position.

“Views,” Drake’s fourth stu-
dio record, sold another 234,000
units from album and song sales
and was streamed more than 186
million times, according to fig-
ures from Nielsen SoundScan.

The Billboard 200 album
chart tallies units from album
sales, song sales (10 songs equal
one album) and streaming activ-
ity (1,500 streams equal one al-
bum).

“Views” debuted at the top
of the chart with more than 1 mil-
lion units in sales after its April
28 release, the biggest opening
week so far in 2016.

Drake has managed to keep
the top spot from Beyonce’s
hit “Lemonade” album, which
remained steady at No 2 with
128,000 units sold in the week
ended on 19 May.

Beyonce has not made “Lem-
onade” available for streaming
except on premium platform Tid-
al, limiting its consumption.

Drake, on the other hand,
made “Views” available on
streaming platforms such as
Spotify, which has made up a
major portion of weekly sales.
—Reuters

Angelina Jolie to teach at London School
of Economics on women in conflict

LONDON Hollywood
actress Angelina Jolie is to join
the London School of Econom-
ics (LSE) as a visiting profes-
SOr On a new masters course on
women, peace and security, the
school announced on Monday.
The LSE said
the course,
which starts
next year,
is the
first of
its kind
global-
ly and
will be
run by
the LSE
Cen -
tre for
Women,
Peace and
Security
which was

United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) Special Envoy
Angelina Jolie. PHoto: Reuters

launched last year by Jolie and
Britain’s former foreign secre-
tary, William Hague.

“It is vital that we broaden
the discussion on how to ad-
vance women’s rights and end
impunity for crimes that dis-
proportionately affect women,
such as sexual violence
in conflict,” Jolie, a
special envoy for the

U.N. refugee agency
(UNHCR), said in a
statement.

“I am look-
ing forward to
teaching and to
learning from

the students,
as well as to
sharing my
own expe-
riences of
work-

ing alongside governments and
the United Nations.”

Hague will also be joining
LSE as a visiting professor.

The Oscar-winning ac-
tress and Hague have become
an unlikely double-act on cam-
paigning to end sexual violence
against women in conflict.

The  partnership  was
sparked by Jolie’s 2011 directo-
rial debut “In the Land of Blood
and Honey” that was set against
the backdrop of the 1992-95
Bosnian war in which an esti-
mated 20,000 women were be-
lieved to have been raped.

The pair co-founded the
Preventing Sexual Violence in
Conflict Initiative in 2012 to ral-
ly global action on such crimes,
increase the numbers of perpe-
trators brought to justice and en-
sure better support for survivors.

They co-hosted the first
global conference on the issue
in London in 2014. Hague
said the new course would
help underpin their work
by developing research
to help tackle the cul-
ture of impunity.—

Reuters

TOKYO — Japanese pop star
Mayu Tomita is in critical con-
dition after being stabbed nearly
two dozen times by a male fan.

A man, Tomohiro Iwazaki,
27, was arrested after witnesses
said he attacked Tomita with a
knife during an event at around
5 pm on Saturday in Koganei,
Western Tokyo. The suspect ad-
mitted attacking her, reported
Kyodo.

Tomita, 20, was attacked for
apparently refusing a gift from
the man. She was stabbed in the
neck, chest and back and was

Japanese pop star critical after
being stabbed by male fan

Japanese pop star Mayu Tomita is in critical condition after being
stabbed nearly two dozen times by a male fan. Proto: PTI

found unconscious. Her condi-
tion is said to be still critical.

According to the Metropol-
itan Police Department, Tomita
had told them earlier this month
that a man named Iwazaki had
been persistently sending her
messages via her blog and Twit-
ter account.

This is not the first time that
a female Japanese musician has
been attacked.

In May 2014, girl group
AKB48 were attacked by a man
wielding a saw at one of the group’s
meet-and-greet events.—PTI
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Booker International
Prize winner urges fellow
Koreans to read more

SEOUL — South Korean author
Han Kang, whose novel “The
Vegetarian” had sold just 20,000
copies in her home country be-
fore it became a candidate for
Britain’s prestigious Man Book-
er International Prize, urged Ko-
reans on Tuesday to read more.

Han won the prize for fic-
tion last week with the novel, a
dark, surreal story about a wom-
an who gives up eating meat and
seeks to become a tree.

“There are many writers
whom | like and respect, who
are quietly, silently writing in
their rooms. I hope that you read
them as well,” the soft-spoken
Han, 45, told a news conference,
her first back home since win-
ning the award in London.

Han, a creative writing in-
structor in Seoul who shared the
prize with the British woman
who translated the book, Debo-
rah Smith, has been catapulted
to literary stardom with the win.

While relatively few Kore-

an novels have been big sellers
overseas, the country’s cultural
exports, from music and movies
to cosmetics and food, are creat-
ing a global buzz.

“The Vegetarian” sold about
20,000 copies in Korean from its
2007 publication to early this
year, before its inclusion on the
long list for the Booker Interna-
tional Prize, awarded to a work
of fiction translated into English
and published in Britain.

A total of 462,000 copies
in Korean had been printed as
of Tuesday, Changbi Publishers
said.

“I am overwhelmed. I had
thought the previous 20,000
copies sold was good enough. I
am thankful to everyone who is
reading my books,” said Han.

In “The Vegetarian”, Yeo-
ng-hye, a dutiful wife, rebels
against societal norms after
struggling with gruesome recur-
ring nightmares. She forsakes
meat and stirs worry in her fami-
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Winner of the Man Booker International Prize for fiction, South Korean author Han Kang, attends a news

conference in Seoul, South Korea, on 24 May 2016. PHoTo: ReuTeRs

ly that she is mentally ill.

Han comes from a literary
family. Her father wrote the
best-selling novel “Aje Aje Bara
Aje”, which was made into a
movie. Her brother is also a nov-
elist, and her husband is a liter-

ary critic.

“I was raised enveloped in
Korean literature. I read works
from Korean and foreign writ-
ers, so I have affection as well as
debt towards literature,” she told
the more than 100 journalists at

a cafe in a Seoul district popular
with students and artists.

“l feel, and hope, that Ko-
rean pieces can be read widely.
I feel that Korean literature is
starting to become a trend, now
is just the beginning.” —Reuters

Famed Italian photographer Berengo Gardin looks back on his changing world

ROME — Italy’s most famous
photo reporter, Gianni Berengo
Gardin, has spent more than half
a century documenting a disap-
pearing world and now recog-
nises that even his own profes-

._‘

A man holds the catalogue of the exhibition titled “True photography”

sion is fading fast.

In a major retrospective
of his work at Rome’s Palazzo
delle Esposizioni, Berengo Gar-
din’s black-and-white photo-

graphs capture Italy’s shift from

by Italian photographer Gianni Berengo Gardin in Rome, on 23 May.

a largely rural economy to its
rapid industrialisation following
World War II.

The most recent reportage,
dating from 2013-15, shows
huge cruise liners docking in
Venice, dwarfing the city’s del-
icate architecture, unleashing
hoardes of tourists on the lagoon
city.

The pictures stand in stark
contrast to Berengo Gardin’s
early images of Venice, from the
1950s and 60s, where a lone girl
runs through St. Mark’s Square
and lovers kiss in an otherwise
empty, colonnaded street.

“You can no longer do pho-
tographs like that,” 85-year-old
Berengo Gardin told Reuters.
“Venice is totally different to
what it once was. It is full of
tourists. It has all changed.”

Born near the city of Genoa
in 1930, Berengo Gardin moved
to Venice after the war. Pho-

an uncle sent him books by the
US greats Walker Evans and
Dorothea Lange, and he realised
the camera’s potential.

He himself has now pub-
lished more than 250 books and,
despite his age, he still wan-
ders around with a Leica cam-
era hanging from his shoulder,
ready to capture a fleeting mo-
ment.

Although he has travelled
widely, his most famous images
were taken in Italy — psychi-
atric patients imprisoned in di-
lapidated hospitals, youngsters
dancing on a beach to music
from a wind-up gramophone,
workers in an Olivetti factory.

“People go round the world
to photograph places like Ha-
waii. Then they realise there is
so much more beauty here,” he
said.

The exhibition, which runs
until 28 August, is called “True

Gardin arguing that unlike much
of today’s digital photography,
his work is free of artefact.

“There are a mountain of
false photographs out there that
pretend to be genuine, but that
have in fact been manipulated in
Photoshop. It is a type of fraud,”
he says.

“I am an old photographer,
born into an age of real pho-
tography, and 1 still want to de-
fend it,” he says.

However, in a time when
everyone uses their smartphones
to capture every aspect of life,
and with newspapers struggling
to survive, Berengo Gardin
fears he is defending a dying art.

“You still have fashion
photographers, but photo re-
portage as a career is over. |
have friends who used to make
a living out of this, people who
were famous and successful but
are now dying of hunger,” he

PHoto: REUTERS tography was just a hobby until  Photography”, with Berengo said.—Reuters
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Flawless Nadal races into
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French Open second round

PARIS — Rafael Nadal started
his quest for a record-breaking
10" French Open title in mer-
ciless fashion, demolishing
Australian Sam Groth 6-1, 6-1,
6-1 on Tuesday.

The fourth-seeded Span-
iard, who will play either
Argentine Facundo Bagnis
or French qualifier Kenny
de Schepper in the second
round, played flawless tennis

throughout, making only three
unforced errors in a one-sided
match.

Nadal, who turns 30 next
week, has won two titles on
clay this season, including the
Monte Carlo Masters in April.

He ended his opponent’s
misery with a trademark cross-
court forehand winner on his
second match point on Court
Suzanne Lenglen.—Reuters

Australian Open champion Kerber
falls in Paris first round

PARIS — Angelique Kerber
discovered that being the new-
est member of the grand slam
winner’s club did not earn her
any free points as the Australian
Open champion succumbed to a
6-2, 3-6, 6-3 first-round defeat
by Kiki Bertens at the French
Open on Tuesday.

The German third seed’s
first grand slam match since
triumphing at Melbourne Park
in January ended in pain and
despair as a shoulder injury pre-
vented her from making much
impact against hard-hitting
Dutchwoman Bertens.

Kerber stepped on court
wearing a striking black and
white outfit but over the course
of the next hour and 41 minutes,
her mood had turned as grey as
the dark clouds hovering over
Roland Garros.

“I'm disappointed that I
lost the first round here...that
was for sure not my best tennis
I played today,” the dejected
28-year-old, who took a medi-
cal time out in the third set, told
reporters.

“I tried to fight but she
played good then in the impor-
tant moments.”—Reuters
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Pogba ‘the
Pickaxe’ ready
tocarveout |
more French

glory

PARIS — France built their greatest tri-
umphs on midfield and in Paul Pogba they
may have what it takes to win a third European
Championship title on home soil.

The Juventus midfielder has been a key
element of Didier Deschamps’s squad
since winning the first of his 29 caps three
years ago.

Nicknamed “the Pickaxe”, the
23-year-old, who has scored five
goals with Les Bleus and was
named the 2014 World Cup’s
best young player, left Manches-
ter United for Juventus in 2012,
feeling he had been snubbed by
Alex Ferguson at the age of 19.

With Juve, he matured into
a versatile midfielder with an el-
egant way of shielding the ball,
whose ability to score long-shot
goals can prove devastating.

This season, he scored eight
goals from 35 Serie A games as he
inspired the club to a fourth succes-
sive Serie A title.

“I have played with some great
young players but Pogba was the

~~ B

best

young
player I
have ever seen,’
said former team
mate and Italy mid-
fielder Andrea Pirlo.
“We saw from his first
training session with Juventus
that he was special. You can build
a team around him.” France coach
Didier Deschamps has perfectly un-
derstood that and has been doing his
best both to protect Pogba and keep
his feet on the ground.
“He’s been doing very well but
he can improve, like everyone. I can

o

be tough on him if needed, that’s for
his own good,” Deschamps said
in March. “T have great faith in
him.” France prevailed at Euro
1984 at home with their ‘Carre
Magique’ (Magic Square) of
Michel Platini, Alain Giresse,
Luis Fernandez and Jean Tigana.
Thirty-two years on, Pogba could
well lead Les Bleus to another Eu-
ropean title.—Reuters

_ Football Soccer - Mg
¢ Juventus v Milan Juventus’
i Paul Pogba reacts during
the match against AC Milan at
Olympic Stadium, Rome, on
21 May.
PHoto: ReEUTERS
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LAGOS — Netherlands inter-
national Daley Blind believes
sacked Manchester United man-
ager Louis van Gaal deserved
more respect, better treatment and
faced unfair speculation over his
future before being dismissed on
Monday.

“I always worked well
with him and would have been
keen that the co-operation last-
ed longer. The manager of a top
club in England is naturally under
much more pressure but over the
last six months he has not been
treated fairly,” Defender Blind
told reporters at the Dutch team’s
training camp in Portugal.

“I think a manager like Lou-
is van Gaal, who has achieved
so much already, deserved more
respect,” added Blind from the
Netherlands® base for three

post-season internationals over
the next fortnight.

“Even through there was
so much being written about
him losing his job over the last
months, he always looked to pro-
tect and shelter us. It is not easy
for a coach if you are repeatedly
being fired in the newspapers.

“Still, we as a squad kept
believing in the manager and
showed that with our FA Cup win
(over Crystal Palace on Saturday).

“That we did together for
the supporters, the manager and
for ourselves. It was in the end, a
good finish to the season,” added
the 26-year-old Blind, who Van
Gaal brought across from Ajax
Amsterdam when he took over at
Old Trafford two years ago.

“If it is true that Jose Mour-
inho is coming, then it is also a

out of the FA Cup final squad.

“A love-hate relationship?
I’m not sure about that. But him
leaving is part of life in football
and you learn from that and it
makes you stronger.”

Finishing the season with the
Dutch national team, added De-
pay, would be a chance “to train
at a high level and hopefully play
some internationals, a fine way to
end the season”.

“Of course, I want to show
here that I can play football. It is
a good opportunity to play again
after being on the bench for a lot

Louis Van Gaal. PHoTo: REuTERS

manager who has achieved much.
I... will have to show what I can
do. Personally I can look back on
a good season in which I played
57 matches plus a few interna-
tionals,” he said. Team mate
Memphis Depay said he believed

his future at the club was safe de-
spite Van Gaal’s departure.

“I don’t know why it
wouldn’t be. I am happy to be
there and the management know
I’'m happy to be there,” said the
22-year-old forward, who was left

of games,” he said.

The Netherlands are sched-
uled to play friendlies against
three Euro 2016 qualifiers start-
ing with Ireland on Friday, before
matches against Poland (1 June)
and Austria (4 June).—Reuters
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