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IWT ADVISED TO SELL

IWT considers corporatisation or privatisation to recover losses

Aung Thant Khaing

TO cover losses stemming from
the water transportation business
the Ministry of Transport and
Communications is considering
turning its Inland Water Trans-
port programme to do either cor-
poratisation or privatisation, said
Union Minister for Transport and
Communications U Thant Sin
Maung yesterday.

“The Asia Development
Bank has suggested two options
. Either corporatisation or pri-
vatisation for the Inland Water
Transport to cover from losses.
We will carry out the transfor-
mation by joining hands with
experts depending on the frame-
work and policies laid down at
the workshop with ADB,” said
U Thant Sin Maung to reporters
in Mandalay during his visit to
Mandalay Railways Station.

The ministry has invited ex-
perts from the ADB and the Jap-
anese International Cooperation
Agency to hold aworkshop on 19
and 20 May on possibly reform-
ing the Inland Water Transport.

The Inland Water Transport
needs to be reformed asit isrun-
ning at loss, he added.

To compete with private nav-
igation services across the coun-
try, the state-owned business an-
nounced in October 2014 its plan
to build 37 shipsfor passengers.

The number of navigable
transportation service routes op-
erated by IWT has been decreas-
ing as the ministry’ s decades-old
ships experience delays and high-
€r running costs and cannot com-
pete with modern ships run by
private entrepreneurs, according
to the ministry.
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A ferry called “Cherry (3)” shuttles in the Yangon Rlver PHoto: MooRe Zack

Meanwhile, the Inland Wa-
ter Transport programme is fac-
ing challengesin transforming its
servicesfromapublic servicetoa
commercia based operation with
its decades old ships being to be
ableto stand on its own budget as
the new government adopted new
policy.

Inland Water Transport has

been operating its transportation
at loss and at affordable prices
for people for decades thanks to
budget alocations from the suc-
cessive governments.

IWT has been operating pas-
senger and freight services along
the navigable waterways in My-
anmar and ferry services, with a
fleet of more than 400 ships, in-

cluding 225 powered vessels, 138
passenger-cum-cargo ships, 27
cargo ships, 30 powered barges,
one water tender, 22 tugs, one oil
tanker, 149 non-powered vessels,
138 cargo barges, 11 oil barges
and 39 station pontoons, accord-
ing to 2014 statistics from from
the ministry.

The passenger-cum-cargo

ships owned by the IWT, which
is practicing the old system and
still using the British-colonial
era ships, are not helpful today to
fulfil the demand of passengers as
they want to arrive their destina-
tionson time.

Inland Water Transport is
under the Ministry of Transport
and Communications.
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The RBE train is seen in Mandalay Railways Station. PHoto: Aung THANT KHAING
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suspension to run during

Aung Thant Khaing

TRAINS with modern ar cush-
ioned suspension will be in oper-
ation from 9th April in addition
to Water Festival specid trains to
facilitate smooth travel during the
long holiday of Thingyan and new
year.

The air-cushioned suspension
trains have five coaches and they
will be running between Yangon
and Mandalay from 9 to 12 April
and then from 17 to 18 April. The
RBE trains will leave Y angon and
Mandalay Central railway stations
at 3.30 pm. Thetrain fareisK5,800
which is the same rate as first class
on theregular train service.

“The departuretimeisjust the
same for both Yangon and Man-
dday dations. If you leave Yan-
gon for Mandalay, you will reach

Water Festival

your destination at 5.30 am the
next day. And, if you come from
Mandalay, you arrive Yangon & 6
am. The running time is about 14
hours. The trains are installed with
air cushioned suspension alowing
passengers to travel comfortably,”
said U Aye Maung, assistant Gen-
eral Manager (Traffic) at Mandalay
Railways Station from Myanma
Railways.

In the event of trains being
unable to trangport all waiting pas-
sengers Myanma Railways will ar-
range more RBE trainsfor the con-
venience of the increased number
of customers.

Concerning the purchase of
tickets, enquiries can be made to
rallway staff on 24-hour duty in-
cluding the deputy station master
generd, sad the station master
general.

Myanmar chefs to participate in Food
Hotel Asia 2016 in Singapore

A MYANMAR chef delegation
left Yangon for Singapore yester-
day to take part in the Food Hotel
Asia 2016 event which is sched-
uled to run from 12 to 15 April.
THE delegation comprises
30 chefsfrom the Myanmar Chefs
Association (MCA).
Thechefswill take partin cu-

linary competitions in 13 classes
as part of an educationd global
network project for young My-
anmar Chefs, said Oliver E Soe
Thet, President of the Myanmar
Chefs Association.

The Myanmar chefs are
sponsored by the MCA and part-
nersaswell as Myanmar National

Airline.

MCA has been a full mem-
ber of World Chefs WACS since
1999.

Held every two years, the
Food and Hotel Asia (FHA) in
Singapore is the largest interna-
tiona food tradeshow in the Asia
region—GNLM

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
Has Cataract Surgery

DAW Aung San Suu Kyi, State
Counsellor and Union Minister for
Foreign Affairs and for the Presi-
dent’s office underwent successful
cataract surgery yesterday.

The operation was per-
formed at a special hospital in
Nay Pyi Taw where a cataract
was removed from one of her

eyes according to sources within
the National League for Democ-
racy.
A cataract will be removed
from her other eye mid April.

The operations were sched-
uled to coincide with the 12-day
New Year holiday, which begins
on 9 April.—GNLM

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker meets MPs
of Yangon Region Parliament

U WIN MYINT, Speaker of the
Pyithu Hluttaw, met with law-
makers of the Yangon Region
Parliament in Yangon yesterday
caling for greater cooperation
between parliamentarians in
terms of understanding and mag-
nanimity and without falling into
acult of personality, racism or at-
tachment to parties.

At a time when the country
is in its transitional period MPs
are obliged to effectively perform
the duty of legislation in order to

build the democratic nation as
inspired by the people, said the
Speaker at the meeting with the
MPs.

He aso urged the MPs to
digest the constitution and learn
it hard as well as parliamentary
laws, rules and regulations and fi-
nancial procedures. He called on
al members to strive to perform
their duties diligently and to use
their rights correctly in order to
bring success to future work.—
Myanmar News Agency

o
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker
U Win Myint. ProTo: MNA

Five sub-rural health centres in
Magway Region handed over

FIVE sub-rura health centers
respectively built in five villages
in Magway Region using grant
assistance from the Japanese
government were handed over to
local authorities on Wednesday .

The Japanese Government,
under its Grant Assistance for
Grassroots Human Security Pro-
jects (GGP) Scheme, has granted
US$354,958 for the maintaining
of five health centres.

The handover ceremonies of
the projects took place in Mindon
Township, Ngaphe Township,

Setoktaya Township and Saw
Township on 3, 4, 5 and 6 April

2016 respectively in TaKaung Net
Village in Mindon Township, Lay
Eain Su Village in Ngaphe Town-
ship, Kan Pauk Village in Ngaphe
township, Yae Thoung Village in
Setoktaya Township and Yaw Let
Pan Village in Saw township.

The Government of Japan
has assisted 774 various grass-
roots projects in Myanmar under
the GGP scheme since 1993: the
number consisting of 367 edu-
cation projects, 195 healthcare
projects, 138 public welfare and
environment projects, 38 infra-
structure projects and 35 other
projects.—GNLM

Felonies not declining

THE number of felonies committed during the
first quarter of 2016 do not show a decline when
compared to the same period last year, it has been
learned.

There have been atotal of 91 felony cases dur-
ing the first quarter of 2016 — 31 in January, 32 in
February and 28 in March.

Included in these cases are some 36 murders, 39
cases of rape and 16 robberies. Felony casesin 2014
numbered 397 and casesin 2025 to 397, it has been
reported by the Yangon Region Police Command-
er’s Office—Ko Moe

161 prisoners
of conscience
released so far

ACCORDING to update information, 161polit-
ical ‘prisoners of conscience’ including politi-
cal activists and students facing trial connected
with political causeswere released from prisons
across the country on 8 April.

Among them, 161 are men, 36 are women
and two are children, according to the Myanmar
Police Force—Myanmar News Agency

A diplomat seen together with local ethnic women in Lay Eain Su Village in
Ngaphe Township at health centre handing over ceremony. PHoto: SuppLIED
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An employee from a
money changer counts
Myanmar currency in
Yangon. PHoto: MooRre ZAck

Value of Myanmar kyat continues to rise

ECONOMISIS estimate that the
value of the Myanmar kyat will
continue to rise in the interna-
tional currency market.

The value of Myanmar kyat
has gradually increased against
the US dollar starting earlier this
year, thanks to the efforts of the
Central Bank of Myanmar, ac-
cording to economists.

High supplies of the US dol-
lar in the foreign exchange mar-

ket have produced low prices.
Thisisthe main reason the value
of kyat is growing stronger.

Theriseisalso linked to the
launch of the Yangon Stock Ex-
change, which collects greater
interest from investors.

The value of the Myanmar
kyat rose to K1,181 per US$1
last week, up from K1,197 per
$1 [the previous week]. How-
ever, these rates are lower than

they were at thistime last year.

Currently, brokers are trad-
ing US currency at prices lower
than the official rate in the black
market. Supply is greater than
demand in the local market as
US dollar investors are rushing
to sell their dollars.

The Central Bank put more
effort into buying and selling dol-
lars to stabilise the local currency
market.—PPN/Union Daily

Border trade volume rose by US$400 million

THE volume of Myanmar's
cross-border trade with neigh-
bouring countries through offi-
cia border trading points in the
2015-2016 financial year rose 6
per cent higher than the previous
fiscal year, according to official
figures released by the Ministry
of Commerce.

Thetotal volumeof cross-bor-
der trade in the 2015-2016 fiscal
year reached $7.04 billion, in-
cluding $2.5 hillion from imports
and $4.4 billion from exports. The
cross-border trade volume saw an
increase of US$400 million from
the 2014-2015 financial year.

Myanmar primarily trades

with Thailand, China, India and
Bangladesh through 15 border
trade camps.

Located in northern Shan
State, Muse, a border town be-
tween Myanmar and China,
processes the largest volume
of cross-border trade in Myan-
mar.—PPN/Union Daily

Price of beans rises due to
demand from India

THE price of beans have risen re-
cently as the demand from India is
higher this year compared to last,
according to loca bean marketers.

“The price of beans has seen
spirding upward this year due
to the high demand from India”,
said a bean trader of Bayintnaung
wholesale center.

Bean prices have risen in
both loca and foreign markets.
Beans priced for K75 per viss
have jumped to K150 in the local

market and K 60,000 per tonne to
K200,000 per tonne in the foreign
market.

The price of Matpe has
jumped from K1.47 million per
tonne to K1.675 million per tonne
and the price of pigeon pess is
soaring up from K1.39 million per
tonneto K1.45 million per tonne.

Beans are one of Myanmar
main exports. Matpe bean and
gram are the most consumed beans
domestically.—200

Australia, India likely to invest millions

in mining industry
AUSTRALIA-based First Light
Mandalay Mining and Metals
Co and India-based Balasore
Alloys Co are likely to receive
permission from authorities in
Chin State to set up underground
mining operations, according to a
spokesperson for the Chin State
government.

Both companies submitted
proposals to the relevant minis-
tries and to the state government
in order to carry out mineral ex-
traction in Tiddim, Tonzang,
Mindat and Kanpetlet townships.

“Based on their techniques and
experience in mineral extraction,
thetwo companiesare believed to
be able to conduct mining opera-
tions without seriously impacting
the natural environmental,” the
spokesperson said. “The state
government plans to announceits
final decision on whether to grant
mining licences to the companies
in mid-2016.” If they receive a
green light from the state govern-
ment, the companies are expect-
ed to invest millions of dollarsin
Myanmar.—200

Yams for elephant feed seeing high demand

YAMS, used to make elephant
feed, are grown by farmers in
Magwe Region who are currently
seeing higher earningsasaresult of
high demand from China.

“China buys both dry and wet
yams. But Japan has bought only
the qualified and clean crops”, said
U Htu, a local farmer.

Loca farmers expect to break
into the new market in Japan in

addition to their established China
market. Authorities exported 172
tonnes of dry yamsto Chinaviathe
Muse trading zone in March.

To make dried yams the local
farmers dry them under the sun or
by using steaming devices.

Locas will need expertise in
technology to make dried yams on
agrander scaleand infrastructureis
reportedly lacking. —200
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Kawthaung Police Force inspect bars
and restaurants to reduce crime

THE Kawthaung Police Force
have taken preventive measures
to reduce crime in Kawthaung
Town in anticipation of the My-
anmar Traditional Water Festival.

The police force inspected
local bars and restaurants and

took a legal action against the
owners who did not abide by
the rules and regulations in the
license agreements. Police also
inspected unlicensed bars and
restaurants in Kawthaung Town
on Friday.

Officials inspecting a restaurant. PHoto: Kvaw Soe (KawTHaung —IPRD)

Moreover, officials of the
police force met with grocers and
gave an education talk on avoid-
ing the crime and urged them
not to sell unlicensed acoholic
beverages—Kyaw Soe (Kaw-
thaung—IPRD)
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Mohammad Day celebrated
together with inter-faith
goodwill ceremony in Pyinmana

- o o
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Sayadaw U Pyinnya Wuda from Kanlai monastery making a speech at the

ceremony. PHoto: Min MIn LatT

IN  Pyinmana Township the
1490th Mohammad Day was
reportedly celebrated by the
community with an inter-faith
goodwill ceremony in Mingaar
Kantaw hall in Pyinmana town
yesterday.

At the ceremony, Mawlawe
Ahlie, chairman of Mohammad
Day commemoration and in-
ter-faith goodwill ceremony or-
ganising committee delivered the
opening speech while Sayadaw

U Pyinnya Wuda from Kanlai
monastery, HJ Saya U Thein Win
Aung representing |slam, Pastor
U Myint Oo representing Chris-
tianity and Sayar U Aye Maung
representing the Hindu faith gave
speeches.

The ceremony was attended
by local people from Pyinmana
township and other invited guests
from Yangon, Mandalay and
Taunggyi .—Min Min Latt (Man
University)

Crime
AD van overturns

in Myinmu

AD van overturning on Mandalay- Mylnmu Monywa road. PrHot0:624

AN AD van en route to Manda-
lay from Monywa being driven
by U Maung Maung, 62, turned
over on Thursday between mile-
posts 51/3-4, Mandalay- My-

inmu-Monywa road, Myinmu
township when the driver lost
control. The accident injured the
driver. Police are filing charges
against the man.— (624)

Trailer sideswipes
motorbike
in Kyaukkon

A MOTORBIKE was sideswiped
by a trailer in Ywar Thit Kone
village, Kyaukkon township,
Ayeyawady region on Thursday
leaving three injured.

The trailer, heading for
Kyaukkon from Ah Thauge, was
being driven by one Htein Win,
45 when he crashed into a mo-
torbike being driven by Nyunt
Thein,43, with Ko Pwin Cho, 29
and U Kyi Soe,35 on board.

The accident seriously in-
jured U Nyunt Thein, Ko Pwin
Cho and U Kyi Soe. The driver
Htein Win has been charged by
police. —Win Kyine (IPRD)

A PASSENGER vehicle acci-
dent occurred when two cars
collided while driving home
from a pagoda near Banmauk
town in Sagaing region on
Thursday, leaving two dead.
According to an investiga-
tion, a vehicle with 21 passen-
gers on board turned over when
the breaks failed. The accident

Four passengers Kkilled
in traffic accident

threw four passengers from the
vehicle. A loca resident said
that Bamauk township is seeing
an increase in passenger vehi-
cles and so also an increase in
accidents. We have to ask them
to follow the traffic rules, the
resident said. The reckless driv-
er has been charged by local po-
lice— Aye Lwin

Fire destroys nine houses in Chauk

A FIRE destroyed nine housesin
Thwe Net village, Chauk town-
ship, Magwe region on Thurs-
day. According to an investiga-
tion the fire broke out in a house
owned by U Tun Myint, 42. The
fire quickly got out of control and

damaged nine more houses.

The fire was brought under
control by firemen with the help
of local residents. The police
have filed charges against the
house owner for negligence—
Win Ei Mon

Fire destroys two houses in Mong Khat

AN outbreak of fire caused by
electric short circuiting destroyed
two houses in Par Khar Wan vil-
lage, Mong Khat township, Shan
State East on Thursday. The acci-
dent was caused by an overheat-

ing solar panel on the roof of a
house owned by U Lao Jie. The
fire was brought under control by
firemen with the help of local res-
idents— Maung Maung Naing
(Keng Tung)

Man dies
following fall

A MAN reportedly fell from
the second floor of an apartment
building in Dhana Thekdhi
ward, Zabuthiri township, Nay
Pyi Taw on Friday. According to
an investigation, Maung Maung
Myint,46, who was visiting his
brother jumped out of the apart-
ment window on second floor.
The deceased was reportedly suf-
fering mental health issues. Po-
lice sent his body to hospital for
a post mortem. Police are still in-
vestigating the case— Min Min
Latt (Physic)

MEMBERS of the police force
based in Kawthoung Town,

fugitive identified as one Than
Aung alias Aphogyi, 25, son of
U Than Maung on Thursday.

Action on atip-off the po-
lice raided a house on Myapalei
street in Zinyaw Ward, Kaw-
thaung Town and arrested the
fugitive who had been living
in the residence. The man was
incarcerated in 2011 following
his being sentenced to 11 years
in prison according to Anti-Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law. The suspect
later fled from the Bawa Thit
prison camp during a breakout.
Police have filed further charg-
esrelated to his escape—Kyaw
Soe (Kawthaung-IPRD)

Tanithayi Region captured a &

Fugitive captured in
Kawthaung

Than Aung alias Aphogyi seen at
the Kawthaung police station.
PHoto Kvaw Soe (KawtHaung—IPRD)
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North Korea invited to
June ministerial meeting
on nuclear test ban

VIENNA — North Korea
has been invited to attend the
ministerial-level meseting in
Viennain June to commem-
orate 20 years since nations
began signing the Compre-
hensve Nuclear Test Ban
Tresaty, according to the ex-
ecutive secretary of the pre-
paratory commission for the
treaty.

North Korea, which
conducted its fourth nuclear
test on 6 January, has been
asked to attend the ministeri-
al taks dated for 13 June,
which offer “a platform for
discusson a a time it is
needed morethan ever,” said
the executive secretary Lass-
inaZerbo.

“We need to engage the
DPRK directly and listen to
their concerns, so a diplo-
matic solution can emerge,”
Zerbo sad, referring to the
reclusive country by the ac-
ronym for its official name
-- Democratic People's Re-
public of Korea.

“1 believe in dialogue,
not in isolation. The Iran
deal demongtratesthat multi-
latera  diplomacy  can
achieve results,” he added.

It is the first time

Pyongyang has been invited
to a high-level meeting of
the preparatory commission
for the treaty, which was
adopted by the UN Generd
Assembly in 1996 but has
yet to enter into force.

The CTBT ams to es-
tablish a verifiable globa
ban on dl types of nuclear
explosive tests. The pact has
been signed by 183 countries
and retified by 164.

To take effect, the
CTBT must be signed and
retified by the 44 countries
that had nuclear reactors for
research or power generation
while the treaty was under
negotiation. Eight of those
states — the United States,
China, Egypt, India, Iran, Is-
rael, North Korea and Peki-
stan — have yet to ratify it.

Zerbo dso said in are-
cent interview with Kyodo
News that he is “looking
very much forward to (Japa-
nese) Foreign Minister (Fu-
mio) Kishida attending the
meeting.”

Japan co-chaired a con-
ference with Kazakhstan last
year pressing the eight coun-
tries to ratify the CTBT.—
Kyodo News

Giosa NEW LFGH To MYANMAR

Chief Reporter - Ye Myint

Consultant Editors
Jacob Goldberg

Alec Wilmot

Editors
YeHtut Tin

Kyaw Thura,

International news
Tun Tun Naing

Reporters
Khaing Thanda Lwin

Tun Aung Kyaw

Translators
Hay Mar Tin Win

Proof reader
Nwe Nwe Tun
Computer Team

Zu ZinHnin
Circulation & Advertising

Chief Executive Officer - Nakagawa Kiyoshi
ceo@gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

Chief Editor - Khin Maung Aye

ce@global newlightof myanmar.com

Deputy Chief Editor - Aye Min Soe

dce@gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

chiefreporter @global newlightof myanmar.com

counsultanteditor1@gl obal newlightofmyanmar.com

counsultanteditor2@gl obal newlightofmyanmar.com

editor1@global newlightof myanmar.com

editor2@gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

intl news@gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

reporter 1@gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

reporter2@global newlightof myanmar.com

translator @gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

Tun Zaw, Thein Ngwe, Zaw Zaw Aung, Ye Naing Soe,
Nyi Zaw Moe, Hnin Pwint, Kay Khaing Win, Sanda Hnin,

San Lwin (+95) (01) 8604532
Ads and subscription enquiries:
subscri ption@gl obal newlightof myanmar.com

Publishing Permit No. 00629.

Printed and published at the Global New Light of Myanmar
Printing Factory at No.150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road,
Bahan Township, Yangon, by the Global New Light of
Myanmar Daily under Printing Permit No. 00510 and

GEIEOBALNEW [fGH Tor MYANMAR

REGIONAL 5

&

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un gives field guidance during a visit to the Tonghungsan Machine Plant under the
Ryongsong Machine Complex in this undated photo released by North Korea’s Korean Central News Agency (KCNA),

on 2 April. PHoTo: REUTERS

North Korean leader Kim supervises
test of new engine for missile

SEOUL — North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un super-
vised a successful test of a
new enginefor an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile
(ICBM), state media said
on Saturday, in their latest
report of advances in an
arms programme that has
attracted UN sanctions.
South Korea and the
United States have shown
scepticism over the North's
statements about rapid pro-
gressinits nuclear and mis-
sile programmes ahead of a
ruling party congress in
May, where analysts expect
it to declare itsdf a magjor
nuclear wespons state.
Tension has remained
high on the Korean penin-
sula after the North’'s nu-
clear test and a long-range
rocket launch earlier in the
year and South Korean and
US troops conducted large-

scalejoint drillsamid harsh
rhetoric from both riva
Koress.

The engine was ignit-
ed at Kim's command and
released a fiery blast, and
the test showed the indige-
nously designed rocket ful-
filled &l required condi-
tions, the North's officia
KCNA news agency said.

“Dear Comrade Kim
Jong Un said now we can
mount an ever more power-
ful nuclear warhead on a
new intercontinental ballis-
ticrocket and put the den of
evil in the United States,
and al over the world,
within our strike range,”
the agency said.

The test was conduct-
ed at the North's missile
station near its west coast,
where, in February, the
country launched a long-
range rocket that put an ob-

jectinto spaceorbit, KCNA
said.

South Kored' s defence
officials did not immedi-
ately provide comment on
the authenticity of Satur-
day’ s report.

The North said in
March it had miniaturised a
nuclear warhead to be
mounted on ballistic mis-
silesand conducted asimu-
lated re-entry test of a bal-
listic missile, which could
indicate advances in its
ICBM programme, if true.

But South Korean of-
ficials questioned those as-
sertions and said the North
was severa years away
from developing an ICBM.
The United States said
there was no proof of the
North’'s statements and
urged Pyongyang to halt
actions that fuel tension.

The North conducted

its fourth nuclear test in
January and the rocket
launch in February, in defi-
ance of international warn-
ingsand past UN sanctions,
triggering a new Security
Council resolution that im-
posed more punishment.

Despite its assertions,
the North has yet to con-
duct aflight-test of along-
range missile or an ICBM
and show mastery of the
technology needed to bring
a missile back into the at-
mosphere and hit a target
with precision.

The North said its Jan-
uary nuclear test was a suc-
cessful  hydrogen bomb
test, but many experts and
officias in the South and
the United States said the
blast was too small to have
been from a successful test
of such a weapon.—
Reuters

Thailand steps up security after Uighurs ‘linked to terror’ visit

BANGKOK — Thai police
have stepped up security af-
ter two ethnic Uighur men
from China linked to “for-
eign terror groups’ visited a
holiday idand, a senior of-
ficer said on Saturday.
Fears of a militant a-
tack in Southeast Asa have
risen recently, especidly af-
ter the Idamic State group
claimed an attack in the In-
donesian capitd in January
in which eight people, four
of them attackers, were
killed. “Attheend of March,
two Uighurscameto Phuket
and stayed one night and
then left Thalland,” police

Lieutenant General Suchart
Teerasawat told Reuters, re-
ferring to atourist idand on
Thailland's Indian Ocean
coast.

“These two have links
to foreign terror groups’, he
said. Suchart said police did
not have information about
who the Uighurs met or
where they went on the is-
land.

“We're investigating
this. After staying one night
the pair travelled to Malay-
sa and Indonesia. We un-
derstand they were eventu-
aly caught in Indonesia”
he said. Suchart said author-

ities were also investigating
severd  ethnic  Chechens
following reports last week
that some were on Phuket.
On Thursday, Thai De-
fence Minister  Prawit
Wongsuwan said he had or-
dered surveillance of Ui-
ghur and Chechen visitors
who might have entered
Thailand on feketravel doc-
uments. Two Chinese eth-
nic Uighur men were arrest-
ed last year for ther
involvement in the 17 Au-
gust bombing at a Bangkok
shrine that killed 20 people.
They were charged with
murder and possession of

explosives.

Authorities said the
bomb was in retaliation for
a crackdown on human
smuggling gangs and not a
“terrorist” attack. The Ui-
ghur people from China's
far west are a Mudim mi-
nority and Chinese authori-
ties accuse some of being
involved in militancy.

In March, Indonesian
forces killed two ethnic Ui-
ghurswho linked up with an
Indonesian militant on Su-
lawes idand. Four Uighurs
werejailed in Indonesialast
year dfter trying to join the
same network.—Reuters
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Sri Lanka requests equity swap for
some of its $8 billion China debt

BEIJNG — Sri Lanka has asked
China to swap some of the $8
billion the Indian Ocean country
owes Beijing for equity in infra-
structure projects and offered to
sell stakes in Sri Lankan compa-
nies to Chinese ones, Sri Lankan
officials said on Saturday.

The ouster of President Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa, who steered Sri
Lanka toward China until 2015,
was a setback for ties, as his suc-
cessor reviewed projects to check
if they were fair and legal.

Now President Maithripa
la Sirisena’'s government, faced
with falling foreign reserves, a
balance of payments crunch and
few, if any, aternative investors,
is heading back into China’s em-
brace, albeit asking for better
terms.

Speaking to reportersin Bei-
jing, Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe said his
indebted country was suffering
because of global economic un-
certainty.

“We've been talking with
some companies and also the
government of China about the
possibility of some infrastructure
projects becoming public-private
partnerships, in which part of the
debt will become equity held by
the Chinese companies,” he said.

International trade minis-
ter Malik Samarawickrama said
Sri Lanka would also like addi-
tional funds from China, though
they had not asked for a specific
amount.

“We want to reduce the cur-
rent debt by inviting Chinese

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping before a
meeting at Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, on 8 April. PHoto: ReuTers

companies, Chineseinvestors, to
look at some of the enterprisesin
Sri Lanka, the state-owned en-
terprises, with a view to taking
at least part of that equity over,”
he said.

“Then we can reduce the cur-
rent debt that we have and open up
the opportunity for usto take more
funds from Chinese banks.”

Sri Lankaupset Chinawhen
it ordered a review of a $1.4 bil-
lion Colombo port city project
last year, citing irregularities
in the award of the contract to
state-owned China Communi-

cations Construction Company
(CCCC) (601800.SS) by the pre-
vious government.

Last month, the govern-
ment, grappling with a difficult
economy, ordered the Chinese
firm to resume work on the
project, the country’s biggest
foreign investment project, that
includes apartments, shopping
malls and marinas.

But CCCC, which had esti-
mated that the shutdown would
result in losses of more than
$380,000 a day, has sought
compensation of $125 million,

according to Sri Lanka, which
has said it can't pay and wants
to negotiate.

“The company has asked
for additional compensation in
view of the fact they say there
has been a delay,” Wickremes-
inghe said. “But I think we can
talk and settle it.”

Chinese projects in Sri
Lanka have unnerved India, but
Wickremesinghe said there was
no security threat from the port.

“It's an opportunity for
everyone to make money. That’s
what we do in Asia.”—Reuters

Plane crash kills
two in northern
Melbourne

MELBOURNE Two peo-
ple were killed after a light plane
crashed Saturday in northern Mel-
bourne, Australia, according to lo-
cal media reports.

At around 11:30am, the out-
of-control aircraft was witnessed
dived into a paddock in Lancefield,
and exploded shortly after it hit the
ground. According to local police,
the two people on board had both
died, and they were working to
confirm their identities. Air Traffic
Safety Bureau authorities are in-
vestigating.—Xinhua

New cargo train
service to link
China, Europe

HOHHOT — A new cargo train
sarvice linking north China's In-
ner Mongolia Autonomous Region
with Europe is to open soon, local
authorities said on Friday.

The new route will link Eren-
hot, an Inner Mongolian city bor-
dering on Mongolia, with Europe
via the Russian capital Moscow.

The cargo train will dash the
Erenhot-Europe trangportation
time to just 12 days instead of
about a month via shipping. It will
mainly carry goods such as auto
parts, iron and steel products and
daily necessities from Chinese cit-
ies of Hohhot, Baotou, Erdos and
Ulangab, and then return to China
with Russias wood and fertiliz-
er, Germany’s machine parts and
northern Europe’s packing materi-
als, according to sources with the
Erenhot government.—Xinhua

India in talks to buy US Predator drones, has eye on China, Pakistan

NEW DELHI — Indiaisin talks
with the United States to pur-
chase 40 Predator surveillance
drones, officials said, a possible
first step towards acquiring the
armed version of the aircraft and
a development likely to annoy
Pakistan.

India is trying to equip the
military with more unmanned
technologies to gather intelligence
as well as boost its firepower along
the vast land borders with Pakistan
and China. It also wants a closer
eye on the Indian Ocean.

New Delhi has already ac-
quired surveillance drones from
Israel to monitor the mountains
of Kashmir, a region disputed by
the nuclear-armed South Asian
rivals and the cause of two of
their three wars.

As defence ties deepen with
the United States, which sees In-
diaasacounterweight to Chinain
the region, New Delhi has asked
Washington for the Predator se-
ries of unmanned planes built by
privately-held General Atomics,
military officials said.

“We are aware of Pred-

A US Air Force MQ-1 Predator unmanned aerial vehicle assigned to the
California Air National Guard’s 163 Reconnaissance Wing flies near
the Southern California Logistics Airport in Victorville, California on 7
January 2012 USAF handout photo obtained by Reuters on 6 February
2013. PHoTo: REUTERS

ator interest from the Indian
Navy. However, it is a govern-
ment-to-government discussion,”
Vivek Lall, chief executive of US
and International Strategic De-
velopment at San Diego-based
General Atomics, told Reuters.
The US government late last

year cleared General Atomics
proposal to market the unarmed
Predator XP in India. It was not
clear when the delivery of the
drones would take place.

The navy wants them for
surveillance in the Indian Ocean,
where the pilotless aircraft can

remain airborne for 35 hours at a
stretch, at a time when the Chi-
nese navy is expanding ship and
submarine patrols in the region.

Moves by India to enhance
its defence capabilities have in
the past provoked sharp reactions
from Islamabad, where the gov-
ernment and military are worried
about falling further behind their
bigger rival in the arms race.

Pakistan's foreign ministry
could not be reached for com-
ment on Friday, the start of the
weekend there, while the military
had no immediate comment.

India's ar force has aso
asked Washington about acquir-
ing around 100 armed Predator
C Avenger aircraft, which the
United States has used to carry
out strikes against Islamist mili-
tants in Pakistan’s northwest and
neighbouring Afghanistan.

But it would need clearance
from the Missile Technology
Control Regime group of 34 na-
tions as well as approval from
US Congress before any transfer
of lethal Predators could happen,
officials said.

The push for the drones
comes as US Defence Secretary
Ash Carter heads to India this
weekend for talks to cement mil-
itary collaboration in the final
months of the Obama adminis-
tration.

Indian military officials said
they expected the request for the
armed aircraft to figure in Cart-
er’stalks with his Indian counter-
part, Manohar Parrikar.

Washington wants India to
sign a set of agreements includ-
ing on the use of each other’ s mil-
itary bases that would help them
operate together.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’ s government has signalled
its willingness to move forward
with the proposed pacts after the
previous administration did not
act for more than a decade.

Retired air vice marsha
Manmohan Bahadur said the pro-
posed acquisition of armed Pred-
ators would give the military the
ability to carry out cross-border
strikes, or even attack targets ly-
ing deeper inside a neighbouring
country.—Reuters
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Belgians seize key suspects in
Paris, Brussels attacks

Police officers detain a suspect during a raid in which fugitive Mohamed Abrini was arrested in Anderlecht,
near Brussels, Belgium, on 8 April. Proto: ReuTers

BRUSSELS — Belgian police
detained two key suspects on Fri-
day inthe Idamic State attacks on
Paris and Brussels as operations
go onto track down militantswho
have fought with or take direction
from leadersin Syria.

Mohamed Abrini, a Belgian
thought to have helped prepare
the 13 November bombing and
shooting attack that killed 130
people in the French capital, was
held with two others, prosecutors
said. They weretrying to confirm
that he was also the “man in the
hat” seen with the Brussels air-
port suicide bombers on 22
March.

Aged 31, Abrini was seized
close to the Brussels borough of
Molenbeek, where he was long
known to police for petty crimes.

Earlier, police seized a man
prosecutors named only as Osa-
maK., and who local media said
was a Swede named Osama
Krayem. The prosecutors said
Krayem, detained with another
man, was checked by German
police in October using a fake

Syrian passport in acar rented by
Salah Abdeslam, prime surviving
suspect in the Paris attacks, who
was detained in Brussels three
weeks ago.

Krayem is suspected of be-
ing the man seen on CCTV with
asuicide bomber before he struck
the Brussels metro on 22 March
and of buying the holdalls used
by the attackers that day.

The arrests mark a signa
success for Belgian security ser-
vices, which have faced fierce
criticism at home and abroad
since Brussels-hased militants
organised the attacks in Paris
and, four months later, those in
the Belgian capital that killed 32
people, four days after the arrest
of Salah Abdeslam.

Interior Minister Jan Jam-
bon, who offered to resign over
the failure to arrest one of the
Brussels suicide bombers last
year, tweeted congratulations to
those involved in the arrests, as
did the Belgian head of dtate,
King Philippe.

But there was no change in

the national security aert level
and Jambon added: “ The struggle
against terrorism goes on.” Po-
lice searched premisesin western
Brussels late on Friday.

Belgium has struggled to
contain athreat from hundreds of
young men, many with cheg-
uered criminal histories and from
the country’s substantial Moroc-
can immigrant community, who
have travelled to Syria. For the
size of its 11 million population,
Belgium has the biggest contin-
gent of Idamist foreign fighters.

The arrests came a day after
police issued new images of “the
man in the hat” seen on airport
cameras walking through the ter-
mina with Brahim El Bakraoui
and Najim Laachraoui.

These two would detonate
the heavy bags they were push-
ing on trolleys but the third aban-
doned his bomb and was tracked
walking for miles on CCTV
back from the airport into the
city, al the while his face hidden
by glasses and a floppy hat.
—Reuters

Panama not planning to retaliate over
French move on Panama Papers

PANAMA CITY — Panama
will focus on diplomacy with
France following a standoff
over a mass data leak dubbed
the “Panama Papers,” President
Juan Carlos Varela said after
speaking with his French coun-
terpart Francois Hollande.
France announced it would
put the Central American nation
back on its blacklist of uncoop-
erative tax jurisdictions, follow-
ing a major leak of documents
from a Panamanian law firm.
Panama had at first warned
it could retaliate, but the presi-
dent said on Friday he prefersa

diplomatic solution and would
not seek “retorsion measures.”

“The step taken by the
French government is wrong
and unnecessary,” Varela told
reporters. “(But) first we are go-
ing to use diplomacy, dialogue
and cooperation.”

He said Panama’'s finance
minister will fly to Paris next
week to discuss cooperation.

French companies like
transport group Alstom SA have
several pending deals in the
country, such as building new
cars for the Panama Metro.

Asked whether France's

decision on the blacklist would
affect these deals, Varela said:
“When I've had to act firmly, |
have done it, but I'm a person
who prefers to avoid confronta-
tion... and you must practice
what you preach.”

Earlier on Friday, Hollande
urged Varelato help French tax
authorities with their enquiries
following the Panama Papers
leaks, his press office said.

The leaks shone a spotlight
on the shadowy world of off-
shore companies and embar-
rassed several world leaders.
—Reuters

Five migrants drowned off Greek island of
Samos after boat capsizes

ANKARA — Five migrants — four women and one child —-
drowned when their boat capsized off the Greek idand of Samos
closeto Turkey’'s coast, Greek coast guard officials said on Saturday.

Five other migrants were rescued, the officials said, and coast
guard vessels assisted by a helicopter were searching for more survi-
vors. Theincident occurred aday after two ferriestook more than 120
migrants back to Turkey from the Greek island of Leshos, in the sec-
ond round of returns under an EU deal with Ankara to halt mass mi-
gration across the Aegean Seato Europe.

The accord, which came into force on Monday, ams to stem an
uncontrolled influx into the European Union of people fleeing war
and poverty in the Middle East and beyond, after more than 1 million
arrived last year.—Reuters

Trump extends his lead among
Republicans with 42 per cent support

WASHINGTON — Celebrity real estate developer Donad Trump
has extended his lead nationally over Senator Ted Cruz of Texas and
Ohio Governor John Kasich for the Republican presidential
nomination, according to the latest Reuters/I psos pall.

Thenational online poll from 4-8 April showed that 42 per cent of
Republicans support Trump, compared with 32 per cent for Cruz and
20 per cent for Kasich. Trump hastopped the poll of Republican voters
since July, though hislead narrowed considerably in recent weeks as
Trump retweeted unflattering picturesof Cruz' swifeand hiscampaign
manager was charged with battery in an incident involving a reporter
at a campaign event. Meanwhile, former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton led Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont for the Democratic
nomination. The poll showed that 53 per cent of Democrats support
Clinton and 43 per cent support Sanders. —Reuters

Cadez: Serbian firms could enter
international supply chains

BELGRADE — President of the Serbian Chamber of Commerce
(PKS) Marko Cadez said on Friday that Serbia had a large number
of high quality firmsthat could act as suppliersto international com-
panies.

Speaking at a programme-conference titled Siemens — Suppli-
ers’ Day, Cadez said that akey task for the PKS was to help domes-
tic producers connect with large companies and enter the interna-
tional supply chain. Cadez voiced confidence that more than 50
firmsthat were taking part in the conference would succeed in start-
ing partnership talks with Siemens. Entering a supply chain of an
international company such as Siemens means opening the road to
other markets, he said.

Cadez stressed that Serbia had quality firms, which Siemens
knew very well, asit had already had about 40 suppliersfrom Serbia
included in its supply chain.— Tanjug

Iran exporting 350,000 bpd oil to India,

hopes for more

TEHRAN — Iranisexporting around 350,000 barrels of crude oil a
day to India, Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh was quoted as saying on
Saturday after meeting Indian counterpart Dharmendra Pradhan.

The Shana news agency, linked to Iran’s oil ministry, quoted
Zanganeh as saying Indian oil purchases from Iran were at 350,000
barrels aday, and that “we hope this number will increase now that
sanctions have been lifted”.

Zanganeh added that Indian companies were looking to invest
in ail, gas and petrochemical projectsin Iran, but that reaching deals
was “adifficult task and needs time”.—Reuters

US Defence Secretary to visit India on Sunday

NEW DELHI — US Defence Secretary Ashton Carter will arrive
in India on Sunday on athree-day visit, sources said on Saturday.

During his Indiatour, Carter will visit both the national capital
and the western state of Goa at the invitation of Indian Defence
Minister Manohar Parrikar, the sources said.

On the eve of hisvisit, the US Defence Secretary has said that
Washington has a “whole global agenda” with India covering all
issues.

“The days are gone when we only deal with India as the other
side of the Pakistan coin, or Pakistan as the other side of the India
coin,” hesaid in New Y ork. —Xinhua
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P.0.C’s release signals
a step forward to
ending arbitrary arrests

AyeMin Soe

NE day after newly minted State Counsdllor Daw Aung

San Suu Kyi's pledge to release those who wer e detained

on chargesrelated to politicsand political activism scores
of prisoners of conscience including student protesters were re-
leased under presidential pardon.

Remaining prisoners of conscience will be released once the
process of dropping their chargesis completed at court when the
courtsre-open after the Myanmar new year holidays, accor ding
to the statement issued by the State Counsellor’s Office on 8 April.

Themove, which saw thenew government usethepresident’s
pardoning power for the first time, has sent a strong message to
the public regarding the NL D gover nment’sintention to end the
cycleof arbitrary arrestsin Myanmar.

The release of prisoners of conscience is merely the first step.
Toend arbitrary arrests, theNL D gover nment must get tothethe
root causes of arrests.

To do this, repealing and amending the country’s legal
framework, which has caused friction between the authorities
and activigts, will be one of the top priorities of the new govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, some issues, which have brought human rights
defenders and activists to the streets and caused conflicts, should
be settled as soon aspossible.

If not, palitically active citizens will remain at risk of arbi-
trary arrest for expressing their opinions.

To break the cycle of palitical arrests, the new gover nment
must prioritise the amending of the nation’s laws used to clamp
down on dissent to ensurethat speaking out isno longer acrime.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If you
have any comments or would like to submit editorials, analyses
or reports please email ce@qglobalnewlightofmyanmar.com
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to publish
“Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 words. Should you
submit a text longer than 500 words please be aware that your
letter will be edited.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor

It is welcome news to note that Canada has stood by Myanmar to
help the newly emergent democracy to establish as nation of hope,
promises, prosperity and opportunities for her resilient peoplein their
journey towards self sufficiency (Canada commits CAD 44 million to
support Myanmar; GNLM, April 8). Last year | have explicitly written
for Canadian support to Myanmar and | am glad it has come true and
that the Myanmar-Canada relationship is going to take anew and pos-
itive turn. Myanmar with her rich natural resources and strategic loca-
tion between giant economies (Chinaand India) is a gateway to South
East Asia form the vast and thickly populated Indian subcontinent.
With new economic corridors being developed connecting China and
Indiathrough Myanmar to South East Asiaand future joining hands of
the SAARC and ASEAN economic platforms; Myanmar has apivotal
roleto play. As a Canadian, | feel proud to be beside anew and rising
Myanmar and would request the Canadian government to establish
further economic, strategic, diplomatic aswell as strong peopleto peo-
ple contact. Once again awarm wish for the long term Myanmar-Can-
ada relationship.

Thanking you
Sincerely yours
Saikat Kumar Basu

o MYANMAR

Maung Phyo (WYU)

HE term “Aing” standsfor
“chantingasonginalavish
and rhythmic manner’ and

“chin” for “song” itself. Dr Hla
Pe categorized “Aing-chin” into
the genre of folk songs or songs
of lament. Again, Saya Zawgyi
in his “A Note of Ancient Aing-
chins’ said, “ Aing-chins should be
termed as good poems as they can
softentheheartsof thevillagefolks
if Yadus are called good poems
because they can tenderize those
of the palace-bred. For, however
distant the two are in terms of life
stylesandwaysof thinking, nothing
differs from each other at the fact
that both are human beings.”

As regards their thematic
preferences, aing-chins are com-
posed of palm-hut, star-fruit yard,
farm, bulls, mosquitoes, larva, Gyo
tree, Hnaw tree, Htanaung tree,
Kyaunggyittree, grilled beef, Tazet
water (water poured down from a
roof-gutter when it rains), wizards,
goblins, apparitions, harp, gong,
black-strip silk, blue turban and
Nat-shrines. Most aing-chins are
themed with feminine lament or
nostalgia for unrequited or parted
love. At thispoint, thetwo literary
genres, yadus and aing-chins, bear
resemblance simply because both
palace girls and village maidens
canfall prey toahumanfrailty, i.e.
being in love.

According to Saya Zawgyi,
aing-chins generally possess four
characteristics as follows;

(1) Goingtoathemethrough
gradual steps
Bringing a theme to the
fore with the help of a
comparison
Bringingtonoticesubtle-
tiesand minute details of
athemeand

(4) Indirect emphasis.
(1) Going to athemethrough
gradual steps

Aing-chins possess this poet-
ical trait quite distinctively. Aing-
chin poets or poetesses help the
readersto reach athemewith use of
thispoetictool. During hisperusal,
a reader eventually arrives at a
theme of an aing-chin by following
thelead of an artistic display of the
preceding examples.

(2)

(3)

10 April 2016

For instance, in the aing-chin
“When| MissHim” ,theaing-chin
poetessdisclosed twobackgrounds;
two waves of nostalgia for her
parents, which again brings the
reader totheforeground, that is, her
longing for her lovethat outweighs
the previous two like,

When | MissHim
(Taungdwin Shin Nyein Me)
Dear Friends and Sisters!
Thus have | relieved myself,
When | missed my mother,
offering cool drinking water,
a quid of betel and Eugenia
leaves,

to the Lord Buddha,

and pouring the cool water,
down on the Bo tree.

Thus have | relieved myself,
When | missed my father,
offering cool drinking water,
a quid of betel and Eugenia
leaves,

to the Lord Buddha,

and pouring the cool water,
down on the Bo tree.

But | can't relieve myself

anyhow,

as | miss my man now,

offering cool drinking water,

a quid of betel and Eugenia

leaves,

to the Lord Buddha,

and pouring the cool water,

down on the Bo tree.

Movedlikealarvainacool-wa

ter jar,

And thisishow | fedl.
(Translated by the author)
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(1) Bringing athemetothe
forewiththehelp of acomparison
Thisisthesecond poetical trait
of aing-chins in which a theme is
brought to the fore with use of a
comparison. The poet or poetess
attempts to put more emphasis on
the theme with such comparison
that can help create a better under-
standing on the part of the readers.
Forexample,in“Wholnfected Y ou
With Sweat Fungus?’ the maiden
inthe poem hinted at her suspicion
towardsher | over withtwo compari-
sonssuchasplacingthe“kin” at the
foot of riceseedlingsandinfector of
the sweat fungus as follows,
“Who Infected You With Sweat
Fungus?’
Yar PyaeAing(Taungdwin
Shin Nyein Me)
Dear Friends and Sisters!
Inthegridof my paddy plantation,
at the foot of rice seedlings,
wheredo | placea“kin”?

On the clean, straight neck,

of my beloved,

who infected you with sweat
fungus?

In the grid of paddy plantation,
at the foot of rice seedlings,
| do placeinthecenter my “kin®”.

On the clean, straight neck,
of my beloved,
| infected you with sweat fungus.

Not in broad daylight, only at

night,

my secret fungus,

toyou, | spread.

But something still left,

out of my fungus patch,

distinctively spotted,

andherel, Shwe-in-thu?, stay with

my parents,

inahousewithyard and detached.

O how I missmy childhood love!
(Translated by the author)
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(2) Bringtonoticesubtleties
and minute details of a theme

According to Saya Zawgyi,
aing-chin poets and poetesses are
very much like good storytellers
inthisregard. A thoughtful poet or
writer tends to be aware of minute
details and subtleties of nature in
its simplest form. This attribute
al so belongsto an aing-chin poet or
poetess as a good storyteller when
he or she composesdetailsof hisor
her neighborhood that an ordinary
person, most possibly, would pass
unnoticed. Such detailed composi-
tion of the natural environment can
be traced in an aing-chin titled “If
You Want Me” asfollows;

If You Want Me,
(Taungdwin Shin Nyein M e)

Dear Friends and Sisters!

If you want to know where my
house exists,

There in the front, a shop and a
shrine of Nat-spirit.

Thereinthe south, abed of onion
and awell,

Thereinthenorth, abush of lemon
grass and adan tree,

There in the backyard, a carpet
of mikthalin® and ginger.

Do come and dig yourself,

In that puffy patch,
at the advent of Buddhist Lent,
mithalin and ginger if you want.

But if you want me instead,

The first Tharaphi “bloom you
pluck,

When Tabaung turnsinto Tagu.

Lol I meet him,

With a goncho °garland,

How grandiose he stands.
(Translated by the author)
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Again in an aing-chin called
“In the shade of greyish bushes’,
the maiden is certain about the
way her lover dressesand the place
she used to await him in order to
relieve herself of lovesickness.
He customarily puts on his turban
top-knotted whereasshe, wearinga
Yinma flower, tends to await him
under a shady plum beside abroad
street in the south of letkhoke tree,
abanyan tree and a hnaw tree. All
of these are subtly and lamentably
expressed in the poem like,

In the Shade of Greyish Bushes
Yar Pyae Aing (L etwei
Thondra U Myat San)

Dear Friends and Sisters!
Waso and Wakhaung see the
southern beck,

GLoBaLNEW [ £

brimful and adjoining the west-
ern streamlet;

Htanaung®, Kyaungkyit “and
Suyit &n full bloom,

and rain not heavily getting on.

Overlooking from my grid of
seedlings,

that lined the paddy plantation,
no sight of thee,

but I’m not sorry.

Whenever | take a sweeping
glance,

over thegridof paddy plantation,
standing on an embankment,

I never find my beloved man,
whose tender hair top-knotted
with aturban,
to open up our hearts into a
romance.

Wearing Yinma® flower with a

transplanting fork in hand,

in the south of Letkhoke *tree,

abeautiful banyan tree,

and aforked Hnaw*! tree beside

astraight street,

I momentarily shelter under a

shady plum,

and try to relieve my lovesick-

ness,

in the shade of greyish bushes.
(Translated by the author)
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Poetical Traits of Aing-chin Poems
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(3) Indirect Emphasis
With thispoetictool, theaing-
chin poetsor poetessestendto help
thereadersvisualizewhat ishidden
inthe poem. Significantly, they have
a brilliant command of figurative
speeches like personification and
simile in composing aing-chins.
For example, the aing-chin“When
| Miss Him”, the maiden’s insur-
mountable nostalgia was person-
ified by a larva in the cool-water
jar. In the aing-chin titled “1f You
Want Me”, the village maiden was
dropping a subtle hint by urging
her lover to try to win her hand in
Tabaung and Tagu like he digs up
gingers and mithalin in Waso and
Wakhaung. Theway of presentation
she applied in the poem reflected
her femininedecorum. It wassubtly
doneandasoindirectly directasin;
“Do come and dig your-

self, In that puffy
patch,
at the advent of Buddhist
Lent,
Mithalinand ginger if you
want.

Butif youwant meinstead,
then pluck the first Thraphi
bloom,
When Tabaung turns into
Tagu.”

Again in the aing-chin titled
“May You Dehydrate Yourself!”
the maiden hinted that she could
no longer receive her lover's pri-
vate visit as her mihtwes (aunts)
disfavored him by saying “she has
to lean her weaving reed against a
corner”. In the olden days, there
prevailed a custom of courtship
in the villages that the young vil-
lagers went courting in the village
at night, customarily the maidens
had to receive them while rolling
up cheroots, cutting the areca nuts,
or spinning. In the following aing-
chin, the maiden indirectly hinted
at her situation like,

“Dear Friends and Sisters!
My Mi Htwes objected,

Asthey disagreeto our love,

Since puberty we fostered,

So have the spin | kept,

Leaning it against acorner”.

In short, all the aing-chin
poems are, more or less, endowed
with the said characteristics. They
help the readersarrive at thetheme
of a particular aing-chin. In addi-
tion, composition and choice of
words in aing-chins are also very
attractive and effective at the same
time. Colloquial usages are reflect-
ed in the aing-chins. Therefore,
they possibly become indicators
of socio-linguistic features of a
respective age. Furthermore, aing-
chin poets and poetesses used very
simple and direct language in that
they manipulated simple sentences
with nouns and verbs, very few
modifiers and clauses. Therefore,
aing-chinsareforceful andeffective
languagesof theage, and al so of the
people. Besides, folk elementslike
rural customs, rituals, superstitions
and socio-economic features are
recorded in the aing-chins, many
of which have aready sunken in
obscurity nowadays. They are
invaluable simply because they
mirror the ages.
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(Endnotes)

i genera term for centipede
andscorpion, (or) afork used
for transplanting paddy,

ii  anativeof Ava(or) anative
of Shwe-in

iii ginger-like herb, the rhi-
zome of which smells like
camphor

iv. Caophyllum amoenum

v leptadeniareticulata

vi  acacialeucophloea

vii  mezoneurum cucullatum

viii acacia pennata

iXx chukrassiatabularis

x  sterculiafoetida

xi  adinacodifolia
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Syrian govt releases US
citizen, Russia helped —
State Deptartment

WASHINGTON Russia
played arole in the release of an
American citizen held by Syrian
authorities and the United States
has had “periodic contact” with
the Syrian government, the US
State Department said on Friday.

In Moscow, the Russian For-
eign Ministry said the Russian
military had taken a US citizen
from Syria to Moscow, after Pres-
ident Barack Obama personally
asked President VIadimir Putin to
help search for Americans in Syr-
ia. The man was handed over to
the US Embassy in Moscow and
has now left Russia, the ministry
said on Friday.

The Washington Post, citing
two US officials, reported that
Syria’s government had released
Kevin Dawes, who was abducted
after traveling to Syriain 2012.

Dawes, described by the
newspaper as a freelance pho-
tographer, was recently allowed to
call family and receive care pack-
ages, signaling to officials that the
Syrian government was moving
toward hisrelease, the Post report-

Kevin Patrick Dawes is seen in
a 2010 picture from a missing
persons poster circulated by the
FBI. PHoto: REUTERS

ed. US State Department Spokes-
man Mark Toner said the person
was freed severa days ago and
had left Syria but did not identify
theindividual.

“We are appreciative of ef-
forts on the part of the Russian
government that it undertook on
behalf of this US citizen in Syria,”
Toner told a news briefing.

Toner did not elaborate on
Moscow’s involvement.

Toner sad US authorities
have been in touch with Syrian
officials, an instance of rare coop-
eration between the two countries,
which do not have diplomatic re-
lations.

“We have also been in direct
periodic contact with the Syrian
government regarding consular
issues in general and American
citizens detained in Syria,” Ton-
er said. The United States has
called repeatedly for Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar Assad to step down
since Syria’s civil war broke out
in 2011.

The Washington Post said
Dawes’ release was seen as a pos-
itive sign for American reporter
Austin Tice, who also went miss-
ing in Syriain 2012.

The State Department is con-
tinuing to work through Czech of-
ficials in Syria to get information
on Tice as well as on other US
citizens missing in Syria.

Tice’s family declined to
comment.—Reuters
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Afghan lawmakers
confirm key government
posts amid infighting

KABUL — Afghan lavmakers
approved government nominees
as interior minister and attorney
general on Saturday, offering a
boost to a struggling administra-
tion that has been undermined
by infighting since it was formed
following a disputed election in
2014.

Parliament voted to confirm
Interior Minister Tgj Mohammad
Jahid, aformer army generdl, and
Attorney Generd  Mohammed
Farid Hamidi, formerly a mem-
ber of the Human Rights Com-
mission, avoiding a mgor em-
barrassment for President Ashraf
Ghani.

The two new appointeeswill
be crucial to the government’s
top priorities, confronting the
Taliban’s growing insurgency
and combating endemic corrup-
tion. Both were nominated in
February after the resignation of
former interior minister Noor-ul-
Haq Olomi, who had faced heavy
criticism over deteriorating secu-
rity in Afghanistan.

The relatively swift confir-
mation of two key appointees
contrasts with wrangling over the
defence portfolio, still formally
held by an acting minister more

than a year-and-a-haf after the
nationa unity government led by
Ghani and Chief Executive Ab-
dullah Abdullah was formed.

Afghanistan’s main intelli-
gence agency, the National Di-
rectorate of Security (NDS), is
also without a permanent director
dter the former head resigned
in December to protest against
Ghani’s decision to seek a rap-
prochement with Pakistan, which
many in Afghanistan believe sup-
portsthe Taliban.

Confirming Saturday’s
count, parliamentary speaker Ab-
dul Rauf Ibrahimi asked the gov-
ernment to present nominees for
the two unfilled positions.

“We request both Ashraf
Ghani and Dr Abdullah to pres-
ent us nominees for ministry of
defence and NDS for a vote of
confidence so that we can end the
caretaker arrangement,” he said
following the vote for Jahid.

The failure to confirm senior
security officials has hampered
the battle against the Taliban and
other insurgent groups, which Af-
ghan troops are now fighting on
their own since NATO ended its
combat mission in Afghanistan at
the end of 2014.—Reuters

No more ‘free’ Saudi money
for Egypt — Saudi businessman
familiar with matter

CAIRO — Saudi Arabia’s fi-
nancial support for strategic ally
Egypt will no longer involve “free
money” and will increasingly take
the form of loans that provide re-
turns to help it grapple with low
oil prices, a Saudi businessman
familiar with the matter said.

“This is a change in strategy.
Return on investment isimportant
to Saudi Arabia as it diversifies
sources of revenue,” the business-
man told Reuters on Friday during
what has been described as a “his-
toric” visit to Cairo by Saudi King
Salman.

Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Kuwait show-
ered Egypt with billions of dollars
after then-military chief Abdel
Feattah a-Sis toppled President
Mohamed Mursi of the Muslim
Brotherhood in 2013 after mass
protests against hisrule.

But low oil prices and differ-
ences over regional issues have
called into question whether such
strong support is sustainable.

Egypt is struggling to revive
an economy hit by years of polit-
ical upheaval since the 2011 up-
rising that ousted President Hosni
Mubarak, as well as an Islamist
insurgency based in the Sinai Pen-
insula.

The more measured Saudi ap-

proach could increase pressure on
Sisi to deliver on promises of an
economic turnaround and job cre-
ation in the most populous Arab
nation through infrastructure me-
ga-projects.

“Saudi Arabiawill be making
investments and soft loans. No
more free money,” said the busi-
nessman.

Later on Friday, Egyptian In-
ternational Cooperation Minister
Sahar Nasr said Cairo had signed
development agreements with
Saudi Arabiaworth $590 million.

The agreements, signed with
the Saudi finance minister, cov-
ered development inthe Sinai pen-
insula, agriculture, housing and
a university, Nasr told Al-Ahram
newspaper. Gulf monarchies ap-
plauded Sisi after he seized pow-
er in 2013, removing the Mudim
Brotherhood — seen as an exis-
tentia threat to their wealthy na-
tions — and mounting the fiercest
crackdown on dissent in Egypt’s
modern history.

Sisi went on to become elect-
ed president on promises of sta-
bility but cracks are beginning to
appear in what was once the cult-
like adulation he enjoyed among
many Egyptians, with TV tak
show hosts increasingly critical of
government officials.—Reuters

The US Consulate in Benghazi is seen in flames during a protest by an armed group said to have been
protesting a film being produced in the United States in September 2012. PHoto: ReuTERS

US hands over 1,100 pages of Benghazi
records — House panel chairman

WASHONGTON — The US
State Department on Friday
handed over more than 1,100
pages of records to the commit-
tee investigating the deaths of
US citizens in Benghazi, Lib-
ya on 11 September, 2012, the
chairman of the House of Rep-
resentatives panel said.

The records included files
from senior employees during
the time Democratic presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton was
secretary of state, according to a
statement by Select Committee on
Benghazi Chairman Trey Gowdy.

“It is deplorable that it took
over a year for these records to

be produced to our committee,
and that our Democrat colleagues
never lifted a finger to help us get
them,” Gowdy, a Republican,
said in the statement. Democrats
have complained since the inves-
tigation began that the panel is a
partisan project bent on hurting
Clinton’s candidacy.—Reuters



10 April 2016

Global Fund gives Burkina
Faso over 100m euros to
fight AIDS, malaria

OUAGADOUGOU — Globa
Fund Africa on Thursday prom-
ised to support Burkina Faso’s
fight against HIV/AIDS and ma-
laria with a grant of 117 million
euros until 2017.

An official of Global Fund
Africa, Caty Fall, who was speak-
ing in Ouagadougou after holding
talks with Burkina Faso Prime
Minister Paul Kaba Thieba, said
the funds will also go towards re-
inforcing Burkinabe health sys-

tem within the period 2015-2017.

She said talks also centered
on investments and allocations
covering the period 2018-2020.

“We also discussed the pri-
orities of the new government,
one of which is to reinforce hu-
man capital,” she concluded.

Burkina Faso which recently
ended a 13-month transition peri-
od, is confronted with a budget
deficit, the new authorities re-
vealed recently.—Xinhua

Eating fresh pear regularly may
improve BP, heart function

WASHINGTON — Eating fresh
pears may improve blood pressure
and vascular function in mid-
dle-aged men and women who are
at risk of developing cardiovascu-
lar diseases and type 2 diabetes,
according to anew study.

The clinical trial evaluated
the antihypertensive effects of
fresh pear consumption in mid-
dle-aged men and women with
metabolic syndrome (MetS), a
cluster of major cardiovascular
risk factors highly associated
with the development of chronic
diseases such as cardiovascular
disease and type 2 diabetes.

Fifty men and women aged
45 to 65 years with three of the
five features of MetS were ran-
domly assigned to receive either
2 medium-sized fresh pears
(about 178 grammes) or 50
grammes pear-flavored drink mix
(placebo) per day for 12 weeks.

Preliminary analyses of 36
participants show that after 12
weeks of fresh pear consumption,
systolic blood pressure and pulse
pressure were significantly lower
than baseline levels, whereas
there were no changes in the con-
trol group.

Further research is needed to
confirm the antihypertensive ef-
fects of fresh pears as well as to
assess their impact on vascular
function, researchers said.

“These initial results are
very promising,” said lead author
Sarah A Johnson, who conducted
theresearch while at Florida State
University.

“With metabolic syndrome
being of such high prevalence in
the US, we fed it is important to
explorethe potential for function-
al foods such as pears to improve
cardiovascular risk factors such
asblood pressurein affected mid-
dle-aged adults,” Johson said,
who is how at from the Colorado
State University.

“Elevated systolic blood
pressure and pulse pressure,
which is the difference between
systalic and diastolic blood pres-
sure, are strong predictors of car-
diovascular disease,” she said.

“Age-related vascular dys
function has been shown to be
accelerated in individuals with
metabolic syndrome and contrib-
utes to these increases in blood
pressure,” she said.

Among the most popular
fruits in the world, pears are an
excellent source of fibre and a
good source of vitamin C, for
only 100 calories per serving.

One medium pear provides
24 per cent of daily fibre needs,
researchers said. They are sodi-
um-free, cholesterol-free, fat-
free, and contain 190 mg of po-
tassium.—PTI

Pears, which are commercially grown in Washington, California, and
Oregon, provide vitamin C and necessary fiber all for a mere 100 calo-
ries. Proto: ReuTERS
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A NASA image shows the International Space Station as it flew over Madagascar, showing three of the five
spacecraft docked to the station in this photo taken by the Expedition 47 Flight Engineer Tim Peake of ESA
on 6 April 2016 and released on 8 April 2016. PHoTo: ReuTERS

SpaceX rocket booster makes
breakthrough landing at sea

CAPE CANAVERAL — A
SpaceX Facon 9 rocket blasted
off from Floridaon aNASA cargo
run to the International Space Sta-
tion on Friday, and its reusable
main-stage booster landed on an
ocean platform minutes later in a
dramatic spaceflight first.

The successful autonomous
touchdown of the booster at sea
marked another milestone for bil-
lionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk
and his privately owned Space
Exploration Technologies in the
quest to develop acheap, reusable
rocket, expanding his edge in the
burgeoning commercia space
launch industry.

The liftoff at 4:43pm EDT
(2043 GMT) from Cape Canaver-
al Air Station also marked the re-
sumption of resupply flights by
SpaceX for NASA following a
launch accident in June 2015 that
destroyed an earlier cargo payload
for the space station.

About 2-1/2 minutes after
Friday’s launch, the main part of
the 23-storey tdl, two-stage
SpaceX rocket separated, turned
around and headed toward aland-
ing platform floating in the Atlan-
tic about 185 miles (300 km)
northeast of Cape Canaveral.

A live video feed broadcast
on NASA television showed the

rocket booster, its four landing
legs extended, descending over
the ocean before settling itsalf up-
right on the barge-like platform,
roughly eight minutes after
launch.

“Therocket landed instead of
putting a hole in the ship or tip-
ping over,” Musk told reporters at
the Kennedy Space Centre a short
time later. “We're red excited
about that.”

Four previous at-sea landing
attempts had failed. But a Falcon
9 main-stage rocket achieved a
successful  ground-based touch-
down in December, the first ever
during an actud commercia
gpace mission. President Obama
halled the latest accomplishment
on Twitter, saying, “Congrats
SpaceX on landing arocket at sea.
It' sbecause of innovatorslike you
& NASA that America continues
to lead in space exploration.”

The reusable rocket booster
should arrive back in Florida on
Sunday and will be test-fired
about 10 times, then likely re-
launched, probably on a commer-
cid flight, as early as May, Musk
sad.

SpaceX plansto plansto start
launching rockets about every two
weeksfromitssitesin Floridaand
Cdifornia later this year as the

company tackles satellite-delivery
orders worth some $10 hillion,
company officials said.

Roughly half the upcoming
missions will leavethe Falcon 9's
booster with too little reserve fuel
to fly al the way back to the
launch site for areturn landing, so
the ability to land at seais essen-
tia, Musk said.

He estimates each Falcon 9
booster should be good for 10 to
20 launches, possibly up to 100
with minor refurbishment.

SpaceX aso plansto debut a
heavy-lift version of the Falcon
rocket this year, equipped with 27
engines powering its firs-stage,
compared to the nine currently
used. The cargo ship that lifted
off on Friday, a capsule dubbed
Dragon, was dueto arrive on Sun-
day at the space station, the $100
billion laboratory flying about 250
miles (400 km) above Earth. It is
packed with about 7,000 pounds
(3,175 kg) of food, supplies and
experiments, including a proto-
typeinflatable habitat.

Built by Nevada-based Bige-
low Aerospace, the lightweight
fabric habitat will be tested to see
how it compares with more tradi-
tional orbiting enclosures made
from metal in the hostile environ-
ment of space—Reuters

Viet Nam’s HCM City confirms one Zika case

HO CHI MINH CITY — Viet
Nam's Ho Chi Minh City on Fri-
day declared aZikacase a award
scale, the municipal Hedth De-
partment announced.

The declaration was made af -
ter a 33-year-old woman from the
city’s District 2 had been found
infected with Zikavirus.

Earlier, Nha Trang city in
central Khanh Hoa Province con-

firmed aZika case after a64-year-
old woman from the city’s Phuoc
Hoa district had been tested posi-
tiveto thevirus.

Since the first two Zika pa
tients were confirmed in Viet
Nam on Tuesday by the country’s
Hedth Ministry, Ho Chi Minh
City, Nha Trang City and many
other localities nationwide have
strengthened disease prevention

and fight, including cleaning en-
vironments and exterminating
mosquitoes larvae in residential
aress. Zikavirusdiseaseis caused
by a virus transmitted by Aedes
mosquitoes. People with Zika vi-
rus disease usudly have symp-
toms that include mild fever, skin
rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and
joint pain, malaise or headache.
—Xinhua
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Pope calls for compassionate Church

open to ‘imperfect’ Catholics

VATICAN CITY — Pope
Francison Friday called for
aChurch that wasless strict
and more compassion-
ate towards “imperfect”
Catholics, such as those
who divorced and remar-
ried, saying “no one can be

condemned forever”.
Francis said gays
should be  respected

but firmly re-stated the
Church’s  position  that
there are “absolutely no
grounds’ to equate gay un-
ions to heterosexual mar-
riage.

In a 260-page treatise
caled “Amoris Leetitia,”
(The Joy of Love), one of
the most eagerly await-
ed pronouncements of his
pontificate, Francis quoted
Martin Luther King, Ar-
gentine Poet Jorge Luis
Borges and even the 1987
Danish cult film Babette’s
Feast to make his case for
amore merciful and loving
Church.

The keenest antici-
pation centered on what
he would say about the
full re-integration into the
Church of Catholics who
divorce and remarry in civ-
il ceremonies.

Under current Church
teaching they cannot re-
ceilve communion unless
they abstain from sex with

LY

’

Pope Francis arrives to lead the weekly audience in Saint Peter’s Square at the Vatican
on 6 April, 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

their new partner, because
their first marriage is still
valid in the eyes of the
Church and they are seen
to be living in an adulter-
ous state of sin.

The number of di-
vorces has risen markedly
in recent decades in most
of the leading economies
grouped in the OECD.
About 42 per cent of mar-
riages in England and
Wales ended in divorce in
2013, according to an esti-
mate by the UK Office for

National Statistics.

“No one can be con-
demned forever, because
that is not the logic of the
Gospel! Here | am not
speaking only of the di-
vorced and remarried, but
of everyone, in whatever
situation they find them-
selves,” the pope said.

Presenting the docu-
ment at a packed Vatican
news conference, Cardinal
Christoph Schoenborn of
Vienna, caled it “a clas-
sic case of the organic

development of doctrine,”
which he described as be-
ing a continuation of the-
ological thought without
rupture with the past.
Progressives  have
proposed the use of an
“internal forum” in which
a priest or bishop work
with a Catholic who has
divorced and remarried to
decide jointly, privately
and on a case-by-case ba
sisif heor she can be fully
re-integrated and receive
communion.—Reuters

Race for run-off spot heats

LIMA — The race for
second place in the first
round of Peru’'s presiden-
tial election on Sunday was
still wide open on Friday,
with polls split over who
would earn the chance to
face long-time front-run-
ner Kelko Fujimori in an
expected run-off.

Peru's stock market
closed 4 per cent higher
after Wall Street favourite

Pedro Pablo Kuczynski
was seen in second place
with 20.8 per cent of valid
votes, ahead of leftist Ve-
ronika Mendoza with 16.5
per cent, according to a
survey by GfK.

Polls by Ipsos and
Datum showed the two
second place contestants
within one point of each
other, though Mendoza's
momentum  appears  to

up ahead of Peru election

have slowed.

“Veronika hasn't in-
creased voters so much in
recent days. She rose a lot
since March but less re-
cently,” Urpi Torrado, of
pollster Datum, told for-
eign reporters at a news
conference.

Fujimori, the daughter
of jailled former president
Alberto Fujimori, was still
seen about 10 points short

of the 50 per cent of votes
needed to win outright. Her
support has dlipped since
tens of thousands protested
against her on Tuesday.

A Fujimori-Kuczyn-
ski run-off in June would
likely ensure Peru's
free-market model of the
last quarter century pre-
vailsin the top metals pro-
ducer, no matter the win-
ner.—Reuters
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NATO, Russia council
to meet for first time
since mid-2014

BRUSSELS — A forum
bringing together Russia
and itsformer Cold War ad-
versary NATO will convene
in the coming weeks for the
first time since the Ukraine
crisis hated its activities,
both sides said on Friday.

The NATO-Russa
Council was established
in 2002 but was effective-
ly suspended months af-
ter Moscow annexed the
Crimean peninsulain March
2014. Both sides have now
agreed to hold talks at am-
bassador level in Brussasin
the next two weeks.

While the West and
Russia remain at odds over
Ukraine, the meeting is a
sign of willingness to im-
prove diplomatic relations
that could help avoid any
accidental military clashes
intheregion.

Earlier on Friday, Alex-
ey Meshkov, a deputy Rus-
sian foreign minister, was
quoted by Russian news
agencies as saying the meet-
ing could happen “in the
comingweeks’. NATO con-
firmed the meeting would
take place at itsheadquarters
in the next two weeks but
did not give aprecise date.

Russas misson to
NATO said that the agenda
of the meeting, which had
been the main sticking point
for some time, was now
agreed. It did not give adate
for the mesting.

NATO has sad any
meeting would have to ad-
dress the conflict between
Ukrainian government forc-
es and separatists in eastern
Ukraine, which has killed
more than 9,000 people
since April 2014. The West
accuses Russia of support-
ing the rebels, something
Moscow denies.

“The NATO-Russa

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg holds a
news conference during a
NATO defence ministers
meeting at the Alliance’s
headquarters in Brussels,
Belgium on 10 February
2016. PHoto: ReuTERs

Council will discuss the cri-
sis in and around Ukraine
and the need to fully im-
plement the Minsk agree-
ments,” NATO said in a
statement, referring to the
two rounds of peace efforts
agreed in the Belarusian
capital but which haveyet to
be implemented.

“We will discuss mili-
tary activities, with particu-
lar focus on transparency
and risk reduction,” it said,
adding that Afghanistan and
regional threatswere also on
the agenda.

As NATO accelerates
its biggest military build-up
in eastern Europe since the
Cold War, thedliance wants
to talk to Moscow about im-
proved military transparen-
cy to avoid misunderstand-
ings.

NATO suspended all
practical cooperation with
Russiain April 2014 in pro-
test againgt Moscow’s an-
nexation of Crimea. NATO
said high-level political con-
tacts with Russia could con-
tinue but NATO and Rus-
San ambassadors met only
twice since the Crimea cri-
sis erupted, in March 2014
and then in early June of the
same year.—Reuters

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV TOVE MAERSK VOY NO (1609)

Congignees of cargo caried on MV TOVE
MAERSK VOY NO (1609) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 10.4.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie
at the consignee's risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SMCC TRANSPORT
(SPORE) PTELTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV PANJA BHUM VOY NO (032N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV PANJA BHUM
VOY NO (032N) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 10.4.2016 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie a the
consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SINTERASIA LINES

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV MCC HA LONG VOY NO ()

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV MCCHA LONG
VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 10.4.2016 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.I.P whereit will lie a the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SMCC TRANSPORT
(SPORE) PTELTD

Phone No: 2301185
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Flint water system improving,
but still unstable: agency

FLINT (Michigan) — The
drinking water in Flint,
Michigan, where high lead
levels led to a health crisis
that drew national attention,
is improving, but remains
unstable, a top environmen-
tal official said on Friday.

“The drinking water
system is recovering,” Rob-
ert Kaplan, the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s
acting administrator for the
region that includes Flint,
told local and state officials
meeting in the city to dis-
cuss the crisis.

“You’ve got a dramat-
ic decrease in the soluble
lead. What we’re seeing
though is particulate lead,
which indicates that the
system is unstable,” he told
the meeting by phone.

Under the direction of
a state-appointed emergen-
cy manager, Flint switched
water supplies to the Flint
River from Detroit’s sys-
tem in 2014 to save money.
The state has been criticised
for its initial poor handling
of the issue.

The corrosive river
water leached lead, a toxic
substance that can damage
the nervous system, from
the city’s water pipes. Flint
switched back to the Detroit
system last October.

“Whenever we see a
positive trend in Flint’s wa-
ter quality, that’s good
news, but we still have
much work to do to get peo-
ple the quality of water they
need and deserve,” Michi-
gan Governor Rick Snyder
said in a statement on Fri-
day.

Kaplan said while the
addition of chemical phos-
phates to recoat the pipesto
inhibit corrosion is work-
ing, the almost invisible
lead particles remain a ran-
dom and unpredictable
problem.

Kaplan said water fil-

ters reliably deal with the
lead, but the best approach
would be for residents to
vigorously flush their home
water systems by turning on
all faucets and spigots and
running the water to clean
the sediment out and re-
build the protective phos-
phate coating.

He said local and state
officials need to have a sim-
ple message for residents in
the city of 100,000 people
to take that approach.

Michigan Governor Rick
Snyder drinks some water as
he testifies before a House
Oversight and government
Reform hearing on
“Examining Federal
Administration of the Safe
Drinking Water Act in Flint,
Michigan, Part llI” on Capitol
Hill in Washington on 17
March. ProTo: Reuters

“If we don’t have an
extremely simple message,
as in free water, you will
not be charged for the water
that you use that is related
to this flushing, I’'m afraid
we’re not able to get that
lead washed out of the sys-
tem,” he said.

The state previously
approved $30 million to
help Flint residents pay
their water bills dating back
to when the switch to the
Flint River was made.

Kaplan said a full re-
covery of Flint’s water sys-
tem will take time, adding
experts would not provide a
time table at this point.—
Reuters
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TransCanada to restart Keystone pipeline
by Saturday upon PHMSA approval

NEW YORK — TransCan-
ada Corp expects to restart
its Keystone crude pipeline
by Saturday, upon receiving
conditional approval from
the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Adminis-
tration (PHMSA), the com-
pany said in emailed state-
ment on Friday.

TransCanada said its
590,000 barrel per day pipe-
line should be fully opera-
tional by end of day Satur-
day.

As part of the restart,
TransCanada will reduce
the pressure on the line to
ensure it is functioning
properly and meeting condi-
tions laid out by PHMSA,
the statement said.

The company also said
it will conduct aerial patrols
and visual inspections dur-
ing the restart.

The pipeline, which de-
livers crude from Hardisty,
Alberta, to Cushing, Okla-
homa and to Illinois, was
shut last weekend after a
potential leak in South Da-
kota.

In an e-mailed state-
ment to media on Friday,
the company said it identi-
fied a small leak near its
Freeman pump station in
Hutchinson County, South
Dakota.
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A TransCanada Keystone Pipeline pump station operates outside Steele City, Nebraska

in 2014. Proto: ReUTERS

The company added
that it would be working
with PHMSA to return the
line to service following
completion of the repairs.

On Thursday, the Ca-
nadian pipeline company
said about 400 barrels of
oil could have leaked in
South Dakota from its
pipeline, but was still in-
vestigating the source of
the spill.

The spread between
front to second month US
crude futures widened by
asmuchas7 centsinthe 10

minutes following news of
the Tuesday restart. It set-
tled with May crude at a
$1.27 a barrel discount to
June barrels.

The outage caused
Canadian cash crude prices
to fall throughout the week
with barrels for May deliv-
ery dropping to two-month
lows in the Hardisty, Al-
berta, hub.

“There are only a
handful of pipelines availa-
ble to export barrels out of
Canada and when a large
pipeline like Keystone

goes offline, Canadian bar-
rels become stranded and
prices suffer,” said Mi-
chael Tran, director of en-
ergy strategy at RBC Capi-
tal Markets in New York.
The restart quickly
propped up Western Cana-
dian Select heavy blend
crude for May, which trad-
ed last at $14.35 a barrel
below benchmark West
Texas Intermediate, ac-
cording to Shorcan Energy
brokers, from an intraday
high of $15.05 a barrel dis-
count.—Reuters

Serbia accuses Croatia of obstructing its EU membership talks

LONDON — Serbia
accused Croatia on Friday
of obstructing its negotia-
tions on European Union
membership and said it
would not submit to
blackmail by its neigh-
bour.

Serbian Prime Minis-
ter Aleksandar Vucic said
his government  was
“stunned by Croatia's de-
cision not to support Ser-
bia’s European path” after

Croatian officials in Brus-
sels refused to give their
assent to Serbia opening
talks on a new chapter or
policy area in the negotia-
tions.

“Serbia will not allow
itself to be blackmailed,
humiliated or disrespect-
ed by anyone,” Vucic said
in a statement. “Serbia
will never be anyone’s
punching bag.”

A row has been brew-

ing since Croatia said this
week that Serbia must
change its law on prose-
cuting crimes committed
during the 1990s Balkan
wars as a condition for
completing its EU mem-
bership negotiations.
Croatia, which fought
a 1991-95 war against
Belgrade-backed Serb re-
bels to forge its independ-
ence from Yugoslavia,
says it is unacceptable for

Serbia to claim jurisdic-
tion for war crimes com-
mitted on the entire terri-
tory of the former
Yugoslavia.

With Serbian elec-
tions set for 24 April, the
dispute could give ammu-
nition to ultra-nationalists
who loathe Vucic’s poli-
cies of integration with
the EU and instead favour
close ties with Russia.—
Reuters

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV MAERSK ABERDEEN VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MAERSK
ABERDEEN VOY NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 10.4.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.LT.T/M.L.P where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SMCC TRANSPORT
(SPORE) PTELTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV ANAN BHUM VOY NO (160)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV ANAN BHUM
VOY NO (160) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 10.4.2016 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SCOSCO CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV FSL SANTOSVOY NO ()

Consignees of cargo carried on MV FSL SANTOS
VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 10.4.2016 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.I.P where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SYANG MING LINE
Phone No: 2301185
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Bollywood actress to help Japan
attract more tourists from India

TOKYO — Bollywood actress
Evelyn Sharma on Friday de-
scribed a project to attract more
tourists to Japan from India.

Sharma, along with Miss
World Japan 2015 Chika Nak-
agawa, will appear in a 2017 cal-
endar featuring photos taken at
tourist sites around Japan, with
the women clad in clothes featur-
ing hybrid designs from the two
countries.

“Fashion is a universal lan-
guage,” Sharma told a press
conference at the Foreign Corre-
spondents’ Club of Japan. “We
can also find places where Indian
movies can be shot. It will make

a completely different picture to
have the beautiful background of
Japan.”

Indian designer Narendra
Kumar, who designed the clothes
they will wear, said at the news
conference that his work will
bring India and Japan closer
through the appeal of fashion.

The Japanese branding firm
La Ditta Ltd will start selling the
calendar in June both in Japan
and India. The Japanese govern-
ment aims to welcome 40 million
foreign visitors annually by 2020
when Tokyo will host the Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games.—
Kyodo News

-
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(From L) Miss World Japan 2015 Chika Nakagawa, Bollywood actress
Evelyn Sharma and Indian designer Narendra Kumar announce on 8 April
2016 at a Press conference at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan
a project to help Japan attract more tourists from India. Proto: Kvopo News

Ciara, Ludacris to host 2016
Billboard Music awards

LOS ANGELES — Singer Ciara
and rapper Ludacris are set to host
the 2016 Billboard Music awards.

For the third year in a row, Lu-
dacris will return to host the awards
next month, reported E! online.

“It is my honour to host the
Billboard Music Awards for the
third year and a pleasure to host
with my good friend Ciara,” Luda-
cris said in a statement.

The annual extravaganza will
take place on 22 May at the T-Mo-

bile Arena.

“I'm looking forward to an-
other great show in a new and
exciting venue. The Billboard Mu-
sic Awards is one of best awards
shows to honour chart success.

“My great friend Ludacris and
I have also shared songs together
on the Billboard chart. I look for-
ward to sharing the stage with him
on this special night. It will defi-
nitely be a night to remember!,”
Ciara added —PTI
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Kid Rock inducts rock band Cheap Trick at the 315t annual Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
at the Barclays Centre in Brooklyn, New York, on 8 April. PHoTo: ReuTERS

Jubilant rappers N.W.A join Hall
of Fame with attitude and a selfie

NEW YORK — Cdlifornia rap-
pers N.W.A finally took their
place in the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame on Friday, jubilant about
their transformation from one of
the most hated bands in America

to music’s mainstream.
N.W.A, formed in

nominated three times before.

The group made waves for
their often inflammatory songs
that reflected the violence, crime
and anti-police sentiments of
their neighbourhood, but went
on to sell more than 100 million

records.

Founding member Ice Cube
said the group had earned their
place in the Hall of Fame, just as
the pioneers of jazz, blues, punk,

rock and pop before them.

the
1980s in the troubled Compton
neighbourhood of Los Angeles
and enjoying new fame through
the 2015 biopic “Straight Outta
Compton,” were only the fifth
hip hop act ever to be voted into
the Hall of Fame. They had been

“We have come a long way
from being so hated in the indus-
try to making it to the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame,” Ice Cube
said. “Are we rock and roll?
You're goddam right we’re rock
and roll. Rock and roll is not con-
forming to the people who came
before you, but creating your
own path in music and in life.”

N.W.A celebrated with Dr.
Dre taking a selfie on stage of the
group.

British metal band Deep
Purple, soft rock-pop group Chi-
cago, singer Steve Miller, and
1970s rock band Cheap Trick
rounded out the 2016 inductees,
who were chosen by fans and
more than 800 voters of the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame.

Artists are eligible for inclu-
sion 25 years after the release of
their first recording.

Miller, who moved from
blues to pop and back again to
produce 1970s hits such as “The
Joker” and “Fly Like an Eagle,”

lashed out backstage at the induc-
tion process.

He criticised restrictions
over music and video licensing
for the show and complained
about being offered only two
tickets for family and friends for
the ceremony.

“This came so close to not
happening,” Miller said of his ap-
pearance at Friday’s ceremony.
“They make it so unpleasant.”

British band Deep Purple,
formed in 1968, performed their
signature hit “Smoke on the Wa-
ter.” Introducing the band, Metal-
lica drummer Lars Ulrich, called
them timeless, pioneering and
mesmerizing.

Chicago, which fused jazz
and rock, performed their upbeat
hit “25 or 6 to 4,” but left out
what was arguably their best-
known song, the 1976 romantic
ballad “If You Leave Me Now.”

The ceremony will be
broadcast on HBO on 30
April.—Reuters

Oscars’ like prom now: Michael Shannon

Michael Shannon himself poses with a fan. PHoto: REuTERS

LONDON — Actor Michael Shan-
non says the Oscars are just like the
world’s most exclusive prom now.

The 41-year-old actor believes
Hollywood and the movie-making
business is more obsessed with
beauty now than at any other time
in history, reported Female First.

“Filmmaking is a visual medi-
um. It’s motion pictures. So basi-
cally you’re just a model that talks.
Look at any actor nowadays —
they’re just models.

“Going to the Oscars is like
going to the prom. Everybody
dressed up. It used to be that when
you went to the Oscars, you’d pick
up something nice from the mall.
Now it’s this big hoo-haa,” Shan-
non—PTI

Paul Walker’s daughter gets $10.1
million settlement in actor’s death

LOS ANGELES — The 17-year-
old daughter of late actor Paul
Walker has reached a $10.1 mil-
lion settlement with the estate
of the man driving the car that
crashed and killed them both in
2013, her attorney said on Friday.

Walker was a passenger
in a 2005 Porsche Carrera GT
driven by Roger Rodas when
the car, travelling at speeds of
80 to 93 miles per hour (129 to
150 kilometres per hour), ca-
reened into trees and a utility
pole in Santa Clarita, northwest
of Los Angeles.

Meadow Walker’s attorney,
Jeff Milam, said in a statement
that the settlement would go into

a trust for the teen.

The settlement, reached in
November 2014, went unnoticed
for nearly a year and half because
it was filed under “Meadow W.”,
according to celebrity news web-
site TMZ, which first reported the
story.

According to Milam’s state-
ment, Rodas was only partially
responsible for the crash, and
the settlement covers a “fraction
of what her father would have
earned as an international movie
star had his life not been tragical-
ly cut short.”

Attorneys for Rodas’ estate
could not immediately be reached
for comment.—Reuters
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Condolences
U Khin Maung Lunn (Retired Warrant
Officer, Navy) 78 years

Our hearts are overwhelmeded with sorrow upon hear-
ing the news about U Khin Maung Lunn (Retired War-
rant Officer, Navy), father of U Kyaw Thura (editor of the
Globa New Light of Myanmar), passing. Our most sincere
condolences go out to you and your family.

The Global New Light of Myanmar

In Egypt, dye workshop
fights to survive

CAIRO — Egypt’'s
hard-currency crisisand compe-
tition from modern factories in
Asia and at home threaten one
of the last dyeing workshops
in Egypt but one of its owners
takes comfort in the trade's an-
cient resilience.

Mohamed Mostafa boasts
that the trade dates back 3,000
years, so it can survive any-
thing.

“Itissick but it won't die,”
said Mostafa, who runs the
grimy workshop built in 1901
along with his father and broth-
ers. “If Godiswilling it will last
another 100 years.”

Times are tough. Mostafa
says prices for raw materials
have exploded since an uprising
ousted President Hosni Mubar-
ak in 2011, triggering political
upheaval and bringing the econ-
omy to its knees. Before those
days, when protests in Tahrir
Square raised high hopes of
a bright future for millions of
Egyptians, the small workshop
used to bring in around 700
Egyptian pounds a week. That
has fallen to 400.

A shortage of dollars need-
ed for the purchase of goods
has also taken its toll on the
small business, which once had
numerous workers. The work-
shop, with its old television and
water jugs covered in dirt faces
fierce competition from facto-
ries in countries such as China
and India

The shop, which dyes ma-
terial used for shirts and sheets
and other goods, takes about
three days to turn around the

product, relying on a father
and two sons to run the show,
compared with about 15 people
before Mubarak’ s demise. Still,
history suggests obstacles can
be overcome. The trade goes
back to First Dynasty, 3,100
years before Christ. Born in
1937, Salama Mahmoud Sala-
ma still exudes pride despite
the challenges after 42 years on
the job. He speaks of custom-
ers from Cairo, Alexandria and
Aswan as he sits beside sacks
near aposter of apalitician with
Happy New Y ear wishes glued
toawall.

“At first Egypt traded in
cotton and silk now they im-
port so the industry is weak,”
said Salama, dark-skinned and
wearing a white skull cap. “Be-
fore there was funding by the
government.”

Puffing on a cigarette, Mo-
stafa still takes great pridein his
profession.

His t-shirt, covered in dye
stains, speaks volumes about
the amount of work he puts in,
hoping to overcome the odds
while toiling away in the work-
shop surrounded by narrow al-
leyways in the Darb a-Ahmar
area of informal settlements in
old Cairo.

He says there are only four
workshops like his in al of
Egypt.

“Handwork is better. You
have greater control over the
colour in phases,” he said, re-
caling how his trade once pro-
duced goods in high demand on
the same level as tea and sugar.
—Reuters
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Province, on 8 April. PHoTo: XINHUA

Tourists wander through matrix of blooming tulip in E China

YANCHENG — Tourists wander through matrix of tulip in full blossom in Yancheng, east China’s Jiangsu

Coffee and canines at California dog cafe

LOS ANGELES — Billed as a
first of its kind in the United States,
adog cafe has opened its doorsin
Los Angeles, offering coffee and
pooch play time.

At The Dog Céafe, customers
can buy their hot drink and then
head to an adjacent, puppy-filled
room to spend time with the dogs,
all of which are up for adoption af-
ter they were rescued and rehabil-

itated by cafe owner Sarah Wolf-
gang and her staff.

“I actualy grew up in Korea
and | frequented a lot of dog ca
festhere and | really got involved
in animal rescue work there. And
when | came here, | visited a shel-
ter within the first month that I was
here,” she said.

“I realised that there was such
agrester intake of dogs than there

were adoptions. And | was like,
what’sagood way to combat this?
And so | waslike, why not bring a
little bit of home back from Korea
here but implement the dog adop-
tion aspect of thingsaswell.”

To visit the cafe, customers
pay an entrance fee of $10 that
gives them a hot drink and just
under an hour with the pooches.
—Reuters

Sam the toy dog

LONDON — Pupils a More-
cambe Bay Community Primary
School in Lancashire, England
launched cuddly toy dog Sam
into space this week as part of a
science project — but are now
searching for him after he went
missing during hisjourney.

Sam was attached to a large

sent into space by school pupils

balloon and sent off on amission
to take pictures on Tuesday.

The plan was that when the
balloon eventualy exploded, a
parachute carrying the toy would
be deployed, according to a blog
on the school’s website, which
features avideo of Sam travelling
through the air.

However Sam was not found
a the landing area and a search
campaign has been launched.

“The search for Sam the dog
stretches into a third day,” the
school wrote. “We have widened
the search and hope to have him
back home safe before the end of
term.”—Reuters
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Tom Watson tips his
cap as he walks on the
18th green during the
second round of the
2016 The Masters golf
tournament at Augusta
National Golf Club,
Augusta, GA, USA on 8
April. PHoTo: REUTERS
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Watson takes his final

AUGUSTA — An
emotional Tom
Watson shed atear

strolling up 18 at

Augusta National
on Friday disap-
pointed he missed
the cut in his final
Masters but happy he
doesn’t have to play the
uphill par-four hole any-
more.

The 66-year-old Wat-
son posted a six-over-par 78
in his Augusta goodbye for an
eight-over 152 total to miss
the cut by two shots.

“It’s a little bit out of my
league now, the golf course,
certain holes in particular,”
smiled the eight time major
winner. “I’m glad I don’t have
to hit the five woods and three
woods at 18 anymore. That’s
the reason I’'m not playing
here anymore.

“These kids are hitting
it up there and they are hit-
ting seven and eight irons on
18, and I’'m back there trying
to hit a three wood on that
green.”

For the record, Watson
hit a driver and five-wood to
the back of the 18th green and
successfully negotiated a nas-
ty left-to-right downhill 66-
foot putt for a tap-in par.

As the ball disappeared
into the cup an adoring gal-

| bow on Masters stage

]

lery stood and applauded
while Watson hugged his cad-
die Neil Oxman, his wife, his
children and friends.

Then he waived good-
bye to his competitive career
against the “kids.” “I know
I’m going to continue to play
against the old guys (on the
Champions Tour),” Watson
said. “I doubt if T will play
against the kids anymore.”

This was Watson’s 43rd
Masters. His first was in 1970
as an amateur.

He won in 1977 and 1981
and made his last cut in 2010,
nine months after he stunned
the golf world when at 59
when he had a chance to win
a sixth British Open title, but
lost in a playoff to Stewart
Cink.

Watson started his fi-
nal round believing he had a
chance to make the weekend
one last time, especially after
the way he putted on Thurs-
day. “I'm just a golfer,” said
Watson.

“l just go out and | try
my damnedest to play the best
golf I possibly can every time
I’'m on the golf course when
I’m in competition.

“I didn’t feel like it was
a final walk until basically the
last couple holes because |
still had a shot at it.

“That’s just me.”—Reuters

Sunday, 10 April, 2016

Proto: REUTERS

Injury hits England
midfielder
Henderson’s Euro
2016 hopes

LONDON Liverpool’s
England midfielder Jordan Hen-
derson will be sidelined for six to
eight weeks with a knee ligament
injury, ruling him out for the rest
of the Premier League season and
possibly the Euro 2016 campaign.

“A scan on the knee inju-
ry Jordan Henderson sustained
during Liverpool’s clash with
Borussia Dortmund on Thursday
night has shown isolated damage
to his lateral collateral ligament,”
the club said on their website
(www.liverpoolfc.com).

The 25-year-old club cap-
tain, hurt in the first half of the
1-1 Europa League quarter-final
first leg draw at the Westfalen-
stadion, will be helped by the fact
that he does not require surgery.

England’s European Cham-
pionship chalenge starts on 11
June, nine weeks away, leaving
Henderson little time to return to
match fitness before the tourna-
ment in France. Coach Roy Hodg-
son’s squad will be named on 12
May.—Reuters:r

United’s Rooney returns to
training after injury layoff

LONDON — Manchester United
captain Wayne Rooney has re-
turned to training as he recov-
ers from a knee injury and will
play for the under-21s against
Middlesbrough on Monday, said
manager Louisvan Gaal.

The England forward dam-
aged his knee in February but is
on course to return to first-
team action in time to get
fit to play at this year’s
European Championship in '«
France.

United vis
it title-chasing

e

rivals Manchester City.

The Spurs game comes too
early for Rooney, who has none-
theless already shown his class
in training.

“He scored a goad — he
made a fantastic shot, a chip over
the goalkeeper. It was his first

training session,” Van Gaal
was quoted as saying on
the club website (www.
manutd.com) on Friday.

“He can be so good
that I shall be forced to
give him a position
in the team but it

Tottenham Hot- depends on what
spur in the Pre- we are seeing
mier  League (each day).”

on Sunday as Van Gaa
they bid to was reluctant
finish in the to say whether
top four the  30-year-
and secure old would
a Champi- play a West
ons League Ham  United
qualifying in Wednes-
spot. They are day’s FA Cup
a point behind quarter-final  re-
fourth-placed local PHoTo: REUTERS play.—Reuters

Kerber eases into semi-

finals in Charleston

Ve

NEW YORK — Austraian
Open champion Angelique
Kerber eased past nemesis Iri-
na-Camelia Begu with a 6-2,
6-3 victory on Friday that put
her into the semi-finals of the
Volvo Car Open clay court
event in South Carolina.

Defending champion Ker-
ber will next face seventh-seed-
ed American Sloane Stephens,
who battled past 18-year-old
Russian Daria Kasatking, the
14th seed, 6-1, 5-7, 7-5 in two
hours 24 minutes.

The top-seeded German
had lost two of three encoun-
ters with the big-hitting Begu
last year and was 2-2 overal
against the Romanian in career
head-to-head mestings.

“I was trying to focus
on myself because it’s al-
ways tough to play against
her. Sometimes you lose your
rhythm against her, so that’s
what I was focussing on,” Ker-
ber said in an on-court inter-
view. “Just trying to go for it,
move good on clay and just win

the match because | remember
the last match against her, |
lost!” added the German, who
fell to Begu on clay in Rome
after losing to her at the 2015
Australian Open.

Begu did not appear
to be at her best following
a difficult Round of 16
clash against MonicaPuig
which was decided by a |
third set tie-break under
the lights on Thursday.

The Romanian was
loose with her ground-
strokes, amassing 35 un-
forced errors to only nine by "b(
Kerber, who did not face a 4 n

single break point in the /7 &+
72-minute match. _ _.‘;‘,#‘-

Later quar-
ter-finals have
fifth-seeded
Italian Sara Er- A
rani facing Yulia
Putintseva of Ka-
zakhstan, and Laura
Siegemund of Germany
taking on Russian Elena
Vesnina—Reuters

PHoto: REUTERS
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