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Shortest way to talk about “Empty Nesters”
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CONVERSATION

GRAMMAR 

Basic to Intermediate
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 - Sally always leaves for work at 8.30 in the morning. She 

won’t be at home at 9 o’clock – she’ll have gone to work.
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 - We’re late. The film will already have started by the time 

we get to the cinema.

� � "a%���������%�"�"'�%�/���"a%���������̂ ���)$�̂ ����"��:*�

!�' �%��)��^���)$�"���$���&�����1���%���*��/���

 - Next year they will have been married for 25 years.
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Exercise (1) Put the verbs in brackets into the Future Perfect 

Tense. 

 1. I (finish) my work by noon. 

 2. You (read) this book by tomorrow night. 

 3. By the time we reach the cinema the show (start). 

 4. They (arrive) long before you get back. 

 5. I hope you (not forget) all this by tomorrow. 

 6. By 2012 he (be) away for ten years. 

 7. By this time next week I (be) in Laos. 

 8. When you come back, we  already  (paint)  the  whole

 house. 

 9. If you don’t get back before ten, we (eat) everything. 

 10. By the time you are sixteen, you (learn) to speak English. 
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Exercise (2) Put the verb into the correct form, will be (do) 

ing or will have (done). 

� Ãi� mnoö��º�no�����u��o�À�qot�Ái�õõõõ����oi�;u�\�q�?

 2. Tomorrow afternoon we’re going to play  tennis  from 

÷�nö��n�°�so�v��øi÷Èi��n�q��ø�nö��n�°½�õõ��oov~i�;u�\º�q¼?�

� ÷i� �qlq��uv���r����¼ns�q������~�q�vnoi�õõõõõõõõ�

�nl�¼ns�u��o�¼ns�qllvÅ�i�;~��\uqv�?

 4. The meeting starts at 9.30 and won’t last longer than 

qo��nsli�²ns��qo����~sl����q��õõõõõõ��¼�ÃÃ�nö��n�°i�

;v�\�vov~�?�

� µi� mn�¼ns���vo°�õõõõõõõõ�vo�����~qr��º�q���vo���o�

¼�ql~ö��vr�ù�;¼ns\~�v��\�vÅ�?�

 6. Lisa is travelling in Europe and so far she has travelled 

q�ns��Ã½ÈÈÈ�rv��~i��¼������ot�n�������lvº½�õõõõõõõõ�

rnl����qo�÷½ÈÈÈ�rv��~i�;~��\�lqÅ��?

� Ài� ¸��¼ns�o��t��n��no�q���r�½�õõõõõõõõ�q������»vno�

hn����so�v�� lvtq¼i�;¸\~�q¼?�

 8. Ben is on holiday and is spending his money very quickly. 

¸������no�vos�~��v°����v~½�õõõõõõõõ�q����v~�rno�¼�

���nl�������ot�n���v~��n�vtq¼i�;��\~º�ot?�

� Âi� ¸ör���t�sº�uv���r¼�¹n�½�̧ ��nº��õõõõõõõõ�v��rs���

�no��li�;¸\on�\tn?�

V�����	���9���9���������+)�
��

jû�l�v~��;Ã?��)�!��1�'���

 1. are about to go 

 2. am about to do 

 3. is about to cook 

 4. am about to feed 

 5. is about to blow 

 6. is about to announce 

 7. are about to go 

 8. is about to open 

 9. is about to drive 

 10. are about to eat 
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Empty Nesters 

�CICEf¥� It seems like only yesterday that my 

son Matt was just a little baby in my arms, 

but now that he’s 18, I keep asking myself, 

where did the time go? He is about to NL¥�EfG�

HGDE. He’s been admitted to Oxford University, 

so he’s moving there. 

BJ¥LeH� We are now GR¡E¥� HGDEGID too. My 

son Josh has already left home – we only see 

him a couple of times a year. 

�CICEf¥� How old is he now? 

BJ¥LeH� He is 22, and he¨D�EfG�D¡eEEeHS�eRJSG�

CN his dad at around the same age. They’ve 

got the same eyes and nose, the same hair 

color and they are even the same height. 

They’re both so tall – tall men seem to run 

in the family. He’s just like him in character 

too. Even though we’re sad that he’s left, 

it’s normal that he’s done so. 

�CICEf¥� Yes, it’s sad when your nearest 

and dearest move away. Our daughter lives 

vo�=qoqtq½�qot�u���qlt�¼��Å�l�~�����li�̧ �ö~�

hard not being able to visit your own flesh 

and blood very often. 

BJ¥LeH��On the other hand, we have more 

time to walk the dogs, slowly renovate our 

new home, and cherish the relaxed 

moments together between our hectic 

working lives.
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