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Aung San-Atlee Agreement (27
January 1947)
His Majesty’s Government and
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the Delegation of the Burma Exe-
cutive Council having discussed all
the matters affecting the future
relations between Great Britain and
Burma which were raised by the
the

following agreed conclusions as to

Delegation have reached
the methods by which the people
of Burma may achieve their inde-
pendence, either within or without
the Commonwealth, as soon as
possible: --

1. The Constituent Assembly

In order that the people of
Burma may decide on the future
constitution of their country as soon
as possible a Constituent Assembly
shall be elected instead of a
Legislature under the Act of 1935.
For this purpose, the electoral
machinery of the 1935 Act will be
used.

Elections will take place in April
for the general non-communal, the
Karen, and the Anglo-Burman

constituencies as constituted

under the Act of 1935, and for each
constituency two members shall be
returned. Any Burma nationals (as
defined in Annex A) registered in a
general constituency other than
one of those mentioned above shall
be placed on the register of a gen-
eral non-communal constituency.
2. Transitional Form of Government
During the period of transition, the
Government of Burma will be
carried on as at present under the
special powers of Section 139 of
the Act of 1935 and the Temporary
Provisions Act of 1945 together with
any Orders in Council made there
under. If any exception circumsta-
nces arise which, in the opinion of
either Government require special
treatment, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment will consider what, if any,
alteration can be made to meet
such circumstances. (This is part of
the Agreement described here by
the Author)
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Nu-Atlee Act (17 October 1947)
After years of being a colony,
on 17 October 1947, Prime Ministers,
U Nu of Burma and Clement Atlee
of the UK signed a treaty formally
for the recognizing the independence
of the Union of Burma, “Treaty
between the Government of the
United Kingdom and the Provisional
Government of Burma, Burma
Independence Act”, known as the
Nu-Atlee Agreement within the UN
Charter on the principle of decol-
onization. In Article 1, the Govern-
ment of the UK recognizes the
Republic of the Union of Burma as
a fully Independent Sovereign State.
The Constitution for this sove-
reign Independent Republic was
completed on 24 September 1947
by the constituent Assembly. Follo-
wing approval of the Constitution
by the British parliament and sign-
ing of defense agreement, Burma
became free on 4 January 1948.
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