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Basic to Intermediate
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Shortest way to talk about ‘I need a new cell phone’
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���We use the past simple for a finished time in the past. For 

example: 
yesterday/ last week/ from 2010 to 2014
!+�+��������:� �%	$��! � ������	�����	����������9����{�z�������
���$�:�$���
��� It didn’t rain last week. 
���Did you see Anna this morning? 
���Did you see Ben on Sunday? 
��� I worked here from 2010 to 2019. 
���A: Was Lisa at the party on Sunday? 
 B: I don’t think so. I didn’t see her. 
��� I never rode a bike when I was a child. 
���After you come back from holiday you say: It was a really 

good holiday. I really enjoyed it. 
����{���{���¨����{}}�|���z�������z���{�~��
���Did you eat a lot of sweets when you were a child? 
��� I got home late last night. I was very tired and went straight 

to bed.
����We use the past tense to ask When …? Or What time …?: 
� =5�! � �����&�=5������������������ �%+�%! � �������	�� �������

������{�z�z��������$�:�$����
� � ��� When did your friends arrive? 
� � ��� What time did you finish work? 
� ��� When did Carla leave? 
���We use the past tense for things that are not recent or new: 
� �8��	$����� ��
� �%+�%��
Y�$��O�6�+��!$
��6�+�	+�%+�%�

!	8�����	+�����	��� ��������{�z�z��������$�:�$����
 ��� Mozart was a composer. He wrote more than 600 

pieces of music. 
  ��� My mother grew up in Italy. 
  ��� Who invented the telephone? 
��One single action after another in the past: 
������!+�+����������
�
R�+
� �������+
� ������+������
��@����C�

 �%$�%�! "+���������{�z�z��������$�:�$����
 ��� She got up at 7 o’clock. She had a big breakfast. 

She walked to work, which took me about half an 
hour. 

vwtnn�zyuuy��~ytu}�y~��l}{�vn�}n 

�~��z�|��

I enjoyed
She saw
���� went

 Question

Did

you

she

they

enjoy?

see?

go?

Negative

I
She
����� didn't

enjoy …
see …
go …

vwn��l}{�y~�mn�+lu^�}^ltn-��}��l}^�ntn� 

I/he/she/it was/wasn’t

we/you/they were/weren’t 

!���!�+�	�%���%� ������!	������
¥ô�}�����@2C����!	������

1. has been crying
2. has been teaching
3. have been living 
4. has been sleeping
5. has been practicing 
6. has been playing
7. has been cooking

8. have been shopping
9. has been taking
10. have been decorating
11. has been raining 
12. has been talking 

¥ô�}�����@�C����!	������
1. It’s been raining for two hours. 
2. We have been waiting for 20 minutes. 
3. I have been learning Japanese since December. 
4. She has been working there since 18 January. 
��� ������{|��������~����z��}��©~}���{}���

¥ô�}�����@�C����!	������
1. Have you been playing tennis? 
2. She has been writing emails…
3. Somebody has been breaking …
4. It has been raining …. 
5. have you been doing …? 
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{�y��ltn�}y�zyz�}�tn�y~�n�nt�{w�����
��� {y��l}}���{w�~o�����zyoy�t}�+5��5���R���R��&�����	��;.�-�
� \wn��l}}n��wnt�n�lu}���{w�~o�����zyoy�t}��

Shouldn’t waste … 
the slowest phone I’ve ever seen … 
��{zµ�� ���ù�
Will + Vinf … 
I promise … 
Shouldn’t waste … 
������?���$�%�=>�&� � ������$�%�=>�� � �
$�����%��
�����	
 ���+�%! "����	���	�%���+�%�
���	����
��:
:+
� ��	+�%�y�~����µz� {�z������
��"+5���
y�~����µz� {�z������	������������5��=�����
���?���	
 ���+������+�%� � � �!	8�����!������

�%�	���)�����"+5���'�����ü�
 - We shouldn’t waste money like this. 
������~ ��z���~���/µ|���|�}������ù�
*�� z��� 0�� B�»��z�|�� c� A~��� @z�{zC� y��� c�
�}����z���}©��z�(���:
:���	+�%������>�$�9
����&�
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����&�	+���>�$�9
�����!	�������:�&�!	)����:�&�
!������:��
$�����%��	���������+�%! "����$�:�)�����
�"+5���(�	������	+�%������>�$�9
�����!	)���
��:�����������O�	��������+�����
��"+5���("��������
��~ ��z���~���/µ|���|�}��������M	���$����"+5���
��{zµ�� ���
7����{zµ�� ������+�%
�����:�6����{z���� ���
�������!+�� �?:�
��� ���$���
��"+5������������+�%�
!���N�5��	+�%� o("	8���%�p� �������� 	���+��
��
��"+5���'���1�
 - ��{zµ�� �� I’m not going to buy you a 

new  cell  phone  unless  your  grades 
improve.

Will + Vinf
;��!��4+�!	8������$����	����� ������� ����

��������	)�&��:� � e�� �nn�� l� �n�� znoo� �wy�nf��&<������ �17���%17��.��� &���C
�;�%�$I����
�	#9C
���&�4�
��e\wyt{n}{��l��{y�{lo��lmy�{�����nn��l��n��znoo��wy�n��C
�����&3����#
����
���7�A

+ Vinf�����$�:�)�����"+5���
��O!+>�P�+�+����
��:���+� ���� �+�%	����������� ����c�.��©�����
$�:�)�����"+5���	!����"�'������8��%��"1
 - Well, I will buy a new battery for the 

phone. 
I promise
D���+�	��+5����O	��� ���+�%! "����/��}~�����
�������	����"+5��� +
� � ��������O� �+�	��+�%�
! "����/��}~�������M$�:�)�����"+5���'����1�
 - Okay, I promise to do my best to improve 

my grades.
Conversation
I need a new cell phone 
Daisy: Mom, there’s a new cell phone out. 
It’s amazing. I have to get one! 
Mom: No way! Your cell phone is still working 
fine. We shouldn’t waste money like this. 
Daisy: But mom, my phone is outdated. 
Besides, half the screen is cracked, the battery 
life is terrible, it goes from 100% to 40% in 
a few hours and some letters on the keyboard 

are not working and it’s basically the slowest 
phone I’ve ever seen����{zµ�� ��� /������{�
new phone. 
Mom: Well, I will buy a new battery for the 
phone and it will be fine. 
Daisy������� ~�µz������z���©{�z�z�{z��{�©�z���
keyboard is not working and it’s slow. You 
should just try to use it for an hour and see 
how annoying it is. I know you can afford to 
buy me a new phone, because you’ve just 
got a pay raise. Black Friday sales are coming 
soon, now it would be a good time to get a 
nice deal on a better phone. 
Mom: Daisy, I just received your school report 
yesterday and I noticed your grades are not 
so good. ��{zµ�� �� I’m not going to buy you 
a new cell phone unless your grades improve. 
Do we have a deal? 
Daisy: Okay, I promise to do my best to 
improve my grades. I’ll study harder from 
now on. 
Mom: Great, and I promise to buy you a new 
phone next month if you do that. 
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