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GRAMMAR 
Basic to Intermediate

Shortest way to talk about environmental issues in English-5

CONVERSATION
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Positive Form of Present Continuous 

I am

doing
working
going
staying
etc. 

He
She
It

is

We
You 
They 

are 

Negative Form of Present Continuous 

I am not

doing
working
going
staying
etc. 

He
She
It is not

We
You 
They 

are not 

Question Form of Present Continuous 

Am I 
doing?

working?

going?

staying?

etc. 

Is
he
she
it

Are

we
you
they 

WH/H Question Form of Present Continuous

WH /

H Ques:

am I 

doing?
working?
going?
staying?
etc. 

is
he
she
it

are

we
you
they 
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Exercise (1) Put the verb into the correct form, positive, 
negative or question. 

1. Please don’t make so much noise. …………(I/try) to work.
2. Let’s go out now. ………… (It/rain) any more. 
3. You can turn off the radio. …………….(I/listen) to it. 
4. Kate phoned last night. She’s on holiday with friends. 

………… (She/have) a great time and doesn’t want to 
come back. 

5. Andrew  started  evening  classes  recently. ……….… 
(He/learn) Japanese. 

6. Paul  and  Sarah  have  had  an  argument  and  now 
………… (they/speak) to one another. 

7. The situation is already very bad and now …………… 

(It/get) worse. 
8. Tim ………………(work) today. He’s taken the day off. 
9. ……………… (I/look) for Sophie. Do you know where 

she is? 
10. Dan has been in the same job for a long time ………… 

(He/start) to get bored with it. 
11. ………… your friends ………… (be/stay) at a hotel? 

No, they aren’t. They’re staying with me. 
12. Who ………… you ………… for (be/wait)? Are you 

waiting for Sue? 
13. Look, there’s Sally! Where ………she ………(be/go)? 
14. Why ……… you ……… (be/look) at me? 
15. ………… it …………(be/rain)? Yes, take an umbrella. 
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Short words (1 syllable) + er 

old …. older 
nice …. nicer 
slow …. slower
late …. later 
cheap …. cheaper 
big …. bigger 
heavy …. heavier 
Long words (2/3/4 syllable) more 

careful …. more careful 
expensive …. more expensive 
polite …. more polite

interesting …. more interesting 
e.g.  1. Is it more expensive to go by car or 

by train? 
 2.  Athens is older than Rome. 
 3. There’s more flooding than there 

used to be. 

 much hotter than
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a bit/much + D2 Adjective + than

a bit
much  

bigger
older
better
more difficult
more expensive

than …

f���
,

e.g  1. Canada is much bigger than France. 

 2. Jill is a bit older than Gary. 
 3. The hotel is much more expensive 

than I expected. 
 4. You go out much more than me. 
 5. All say that summers have got much 

hotter than they were 50 years ago.

Conversation 

Global Warming 
Carter: Do people ever talk about global 
warming in your country? 
May: For sure. It’s a big issue. We have a long 
coastline, and a lot of the land is close to 
sea level, so the dangers feel very real. 
Carter: I feel like people often don’t pay 
attention to these things until it’s too late. 
May: It’s already happening, though. There’s 
more flooding than there used to be, and 
older people, like my grandparents. For 
example, all say that summers have got much 
hotter than they were 50 years ago. 
Carter: That’s kind of scary. I read somewhere 
that even if we cut carbon emissions to zero, 
global warming would continue for at least 
fifty years, because of the greenhouse gases 
that are already in the atmosphere. 
May: The big topic for us is sea levels. If the 
ice caps melt, they say sea levels will rise by 

two or three meters. For some countries, that 
wouldn’t be a big deal, but we’d lose almost 
half of our land. 
Carter: I don’t think any country will be 
immune from the problems if it continues. 
So, do you think there’s a solution? It doesn’t 
look optimistic from what I’ve heard. 
May: I mean, people talk about things like 
carbon taxes and reforestation program, 
which are helpful, but I don’t think there’ll 
be any real progress until there’s true 
international cooperation. So far, I don’t see 
any sign of that. 
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-  Are you worried about global warming? 
Why or why not? 
-  How would your country be affected if sea 
levels rose significantly? 
-  What do you think is the best way to deal 
with climate change? 
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