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CONVERSATION

�)�����	���.���

GRAMMAR 
Basic to Pre-Intermediate
��¡� 	�� ����	&�����F�	��3
���4�������
��vgj·g�w_�xg�w�
�
�������#������
��"�
����
	&��������
��������
���D�#$�P�
sVt���4���;#$�����#�E '�����

� tmnjukm1gq1heo�� @	5����&� �!��&��+�&��5����!����C��

 brothkmp1gq1heo�� @	5��������&� �!������&��+�����&�

� � �5����!��������C

� pnq1gq1heo�� @$���C�� � � �

� pnqp1gq1heo�� @$�������C

� leg�1pkm�eqj� @������!���	����@$��MC�!	 :C�

� leg�1pkm�eqjp� @������!���	����@$��MC�!	 :����C

� leq1pkm�eqj�� @	5������!	 :C�� � �

� leq1pkm�eqjp�� @	5������!	 :����C�

� �gpukmleq�� @+:�"$��C� � � �

� �gpukmlkq�� @+:�"$������C�

� lnrpk1jme��� @¿���	
���	 ����C� � �

� lnrpk1jme�p�� @¿���	
���	 ��������C�

� pjk�1lnjukm�� @��	
��C�� � � �

� pjk�1lnjukmp� @��	
������C�

� pjk�1�ejukm�� @�	
��C�� � �

� pjk�1�ejukmp�� @�	
������C

 
Shortest way to talk about dislikes
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� pjk�1pgpjkm�� @�	!+>�	!����@$��MC��	!+>�	!�������&�

� � )��&�!��� � �

� pjk�1pgpjkmp� @�	!+>��	!����@$��MC��	!+>�	!����

� � �������&�)������&�!������

� pjk�1�ervujkm�� @����"�@$��MC��5���"$���C�

� pjk�1�ervujkmp�� @����"�@$��MC��5���"$���C�

� pjk�1pnq�� @����"�@$��MC��5���"$��C� �

� pjk�1pnqp�� @����"�@$��MC��5���"�$������C�

� pjk�1fugh��� @����"�@$��MC��5���"$��&�$���C�

� pjk�1fugh�mkq� @����"�@$��MC��5���"$��&�$�������C�

� lnjukm1gq1heo� @	5����C�� � � �

� lnjukmp1gq1heo�� @	5��������C�

� �ejukm1gq1heo�� @	5���
������C���

� �ejukmp1gq1heo�� @	5���
������C�

� �eppkm1tz�� @����$���������C� �

� �eppkmp1tz�� @����$�������������C

� �gfx1�nfxkj�� @ "������)���C�� �

� �gfx1�nfxkjp�� @ "������)�������C�

� eml1fuegm�� @���+�������
����C�� �

 aml1fuegmp�� @���+�������
��������C��
�¸¡� 	�� ����xg�w��
������+'	����
������������'�3���3#�E�'�����
� pfgppnmp�� Ì�� �+�	8��
� p�kfjefhkp�� Ì�� ��������
� �hgkmp�� �Ì�� ���5�
� jmnrpkmp�� �Ì� �	=����=�����
� �gqfkmp�� Ì�� $:)�+�&�	8��)�+�&�	�������&���4���
� jnqvp�� Ì� �����
� pukemp�� Ì� ����a��������+�	8��
� punmjp�� Ì� �	=����=�+��
� fhnjukp�� Ì�� !#+�!
��
� lkephkp� �Ì�� #��$��
� plehh1�ny�� Ì�� 	�����	��4"
� �mervujp�� Ì�� ���������
� tghhgem�p� �Ì�� =���5���������

�.������*
�"��4#��

�lj�wgh��zZi���¹gw_�g¹�º
�lj�wgh��zZi���WZZw�gw�º
º_gZVwlh�U··ZU^�hg�jZ
�lj�wgh�jU_�Uyg�h�º
��_]V^]WZ�º
��_gwlh��j�Y\��^]WZ�º
��\UhZ�º
��_ZhZVh�º
��^gUh\Z�º
��YUwlh�VhUw_�º�� 
	���)
���)
��<� �	���������� � � � ����)�B�����	'$�

��D�
����"�
���<�3�k
��	'$��D�
����"�
����

��_]V^]WZ�º

I dislike James and I wish I didn’t have to work with 

him. 
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+�	5���	5���&�+� � �������$����T��?��	+�%=>��

������	+�% dislike�����thoroughly ��K�+������	�����"+5���

'�����

I thoroughly dislike convenience food. I eat a lot of 

fresh food and vegetables.
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��	��� ������)�B�����	'$��D�
����"�
����

��_gwlh�^]WZ�º

I don’t like driving. 

k
3
��
�QL�;
�$�

+�	5���	5���&�+� � ������$�����T��?��	+�%=>��

������ I don’t like ����very much, really���K�much�+��M��K�

+������	�����"+5���'����

I don’t like swimming very much, but I do it because 

it’s good exercise./  I don’t really like golf, but I play 

with my friends sometimes./  I don’t much like Sue. 

�¡� _iZVV��·�� »  :	���
����
����:	�.��3#�E�
 Thuzar dressed up for the presentation. 

�¡� ¹]^^��·�� »  �"�#$�"*#$�3#�E�
 Bruce filled his wine glass up. Or Bruce filled up his wine glass. 

¸¡� ¹]w_�g�h�� »  ��
�*&3#�E�
 Let me know when you find out the answer. 

¼¡� Y^ZUw��·�� »��3�1������3#�E 
 John cleaned the living room up. Or John cleaned up the living 

room. 

½¡� YU^^�g¹¹�� »��*���3���3#�E�
 We called the pary off. Or We called off the party.

Apart from anything else, she’s so conceited.

(�	���4���)�B�����	'$��D�
����"�
������\UhZ�����3���������

�4	)�E�

I hate this kind of junk food. I’m going to get some 

food. 
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+�	5���	5���+� � �����������!�����T��?�����	+�% 

I hate ��� really, absolutely +��M��K+��$�:�����	�����"+5���

'����

I really hate Mark for what he did to my mother. 

I absolutely hate this flat. I’m going to find somewhere 

else as soon as possible.

���)�B�����	'$��D�
���������
�������	��� ����"�
��������

�	
$���_ZhZVh��'1�3����4	)�E�

I detest this wet weather. I’m longing for some sunshine.
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+� "+��:��� detest ���� really $��M�6�+�� absolutely 

��K	�"�����������5�$����T��?��+�%!	8������	���)�����"+5���

'����

I really detest mushroom soup, but Mary had made it 

specially for me and I felt that I had to eat it. 

I absolutely detest this kind of music.

��
��	���4����)�B�����	'$��D�
����"�
������^gUh\Z�

���3����4	)�E�

I loathe that colour. I would never wear it.
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+� � �+�	5���	5�������$����T��?��+�%�!	8������

	������ I loathe ��� really $��M�6�+� absolutely ��K�+��$�:��

�"+5���'�����

I absolutely loathe beer. Can I have a glass of wine, 

please? 

I really loathe my stepmother. She’s very unkind to me 

when my father’s not there.

I can’t stand  ����#������	�������	���)
���)
������

���)�����!B�����	'$��43����4	)�E� � � �	���4	�����
�

	�)$���������!B�����	'$��4�really �������4���;#$�+����

3���������4	)�E '����

I can’t stand this kind of comedy show. 

I really can’t stand Mary’s new boyfriend.

	���)
���)
��	�������������)�3�k
��	'$��4�

�lj�wgh�¹gw_�g¹�����#���3����4	)�E�

I’m not fond of the country. I just come here to visit 

my parents.
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+�	5���	5���+� � ����� � ���5���:�#$	=�����

���	+�%� /¸l�qnj� �nq��n������ B��kmtp�	+����+�%� �kmz��

�emjgfrhemhz� $��M�6�+�� kp�kfgehhz� ��K� +��$�:������ 	���)�����

�"+5���'����

I’m not very fond of swimming, but it’s good exercise. 

I’m not particularly fond of him, but I’ve invited him 

because he’s Sue’s latest boyfriend. 
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��	���4�	������	���)
���)
���������)�3�k
�

�������lj�wgh�WZZw�gw��'1�3����4	)�E�

I’m not keen on pantomime, although I take my 

grandchildren to one every Christmas. 
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+� � �+�	5���	5���!	�E� � ��:�#$	=�����

���	+�%�/¸l�qnj�xkkq�nq�����B��kmtp�	+����+�% very, 

particularly ��K�especially +��M����+��$�:�)�����"+5���

I’m not very keen on historical novels. I’m reading 

this one because I’ve got nothing else to read. 

I’m not especially keen on Arthur, but I’ll go to the 

concert with you. 

�lj�wgh�jU_�Uyg�h�����3���+����	
$�#������)�3�k


��	'$��D�
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���-��4�3�	)�E� (��"�
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����	
$�����3����'1�6�����
����� ����#���3����4	)�E  

I’m not mad about seafood, but I’ll come to the fish 

restaurant with you. 

v\ggV]w��U�_iZVV

[�Z�  Meg and I are going to choose my 

bridesmaid’s dress today. I can  wear 

something that suits me. Meg is mad about 

pale lemon, but I look insipid in it and I 

thoroughly dislike   it. I can’t stand pale 

blue either. 

TUi��  It sounds as though you and Meg might 

find it difficult to agree.

[�Z�� I wouldn’t be surprised, but I’m paying for 

my own dress and I don’t see why I should 

have to wear a colour I loathe. I would 

detest the dress and never wear it again. 

That would be a waste of money. I dislike 

doing that. 
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