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WRITING PRACTICE:

The most common calendar in the world
is the Gregorian calendar. It’s also called the
Western calendar, the Christian calendar, or
the “New Style” calendar.

It was made by Pope Gregory Xlll in October
1582 to replace an older calendar called the

%
Ones.

o

Julian calendar.

This new calendar was designed to match
the Earth’s orbit around the sun more accurately.
The old Julian calendar lost about one day
every 128 years, which caused important dates
like spring and Easter to move out of place.

Today, it is the main calendar used for
daily life, business, and government worldwide.
Although it was first used by Catholic countries,
it took many years for other countries to start
using it. The last country to officially adopt it
was Tirkiye in 1926/1927.

The calendar is based on the sun. A
normal year has 365 days, and a leap year
has 366 days. A leap year happens every four
years, except for years divisible by 100 but
not by 400. For example, 1900 was not a leap
year, but 2000 was.

Some countries, like Afghanistan, Iran,
Ethiopia, and Nepal, do not mainly use this
calendar for official work. Many other countries
use it along with their traditional or religious
calendars, like the Islamic, Hebrew, or Hindu
calendars.
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